a bodyguard at the White

House. In November of that
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reported: “In accordance with
the time-honored custom, the
President held his New Year
reception today, and we do
not remember of ever having
seen a larger crowd in at-
tendance upon any similar oc-
casion. . .. At 12 o’clock Mr.

—

Lincoln made their *

ce in the “Blue' or

ﬁval’ Room when the Diplo-

atic Corps and Cabinet of-
ficers began to arrive. The
was fully

—Diplomatic C
represented, amiso the Cab-

inet, Secretaries Seward, Stan-'
ton, Welles, Fessenden, Usher,
Postmaster General Dennison
and Attorney General
being present. About 12:30 the
Judges of the Supreme Court
and of the Court of Claims
and the Supreme Court of
the District of Columbia were
ushered in. . . . After the offi-
cers of the Army and Navy
had been received by the
President, the gates were
thrown open and a general
rush was made by those
eager to gain admittance, . . .
The President received all
with the greatest cordiality,
and took each individual by
the hand. The crowd, after
gassing through the Red,
lue, Green and East Rooms,
emerged from the mansion
through one of the side win-
dows, over a substantial
wooden platform leading to
the portico. The Marine Band,
under Prof. Seala, was sta-
tioned in one of the ante-
rooms and discoursed excel-
lent music. In order to pre- |
vent the handsome carpets



from being soiled by the mud 1
and dirt brought by the
crowd, canvas was spread
over them. Police arrange-
ments were admirable and
reflect great credit upon Su-
perintendent Richards, who
was present in person. A de- |
tail of 32 men was posted
throughout the building to pre-
vent crowding and jostling.
The jam was terrible, and
many pressed so determined- |
ly that several ladies and
children were nearly suffo- |
cated, and in some instances |
ladies and children were
raised above the crowd by the |
male protectors in order to
shield them from the pres-
sure. One lady reached the
door in such dilapidated con- |
dition (her bonnet being
smashed and her shawl torn |3
nearly in twain) that she said
she would not go into the pres- J
ence of Mr. Lincoln in that |
condition and inquired the’
way out. One man, deter
mined to see the President,
come what might, had the tail
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