Some other scholars might not
take so charitable a view to-

the rather disreputable
Hanks clan, and it might be
said that the Briggses are un-
duly rhapsodic about Thomas
Lincoln’s quite mediocre achieve-
ments. But the authors of this
unpretentious little book frank-

ly admit that Nancy's ry
mygt ﬂvmg be "hﬂf—mﬁ
half-fact,” an ey have

y emiphasized that much of
what they recount is what
Nancy Hanks “may have"”
“would have,” or “could have"”
‘said-and done. If the resuit is
not quite a biography, the fault
lies not with the authors but
with the scant source materials.

Associate Professor of His-
tory at Columbia, Mr. Donald’s
most recent book is “Divided
We Fought.”
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