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hausting) its every resource to

Chief of the ,Manuscripts

Division, at the Library of Con-

gress, Mr. Mearns is the author
of “The Lincoln Papers: The
Story ofl__tkcrcallacﬁon.” :

i

i

:

E
¥

]
BE
£

|

|

E‘

FEE.
i
it

8
E

i
£
:

§
i
:

|
4

from  “The Collected
Works of Abraham Lincoln,” Vol, VIII.
President Lincoln, 1865.

ham Lincoln: A New Portrait.’ "
And he ventured a guess: “I do
not believe more than 1 per cent
of Lincoln's writings can have
been missed, either in public in-
stitutions or in private collec-
tions.”

files of the War Department,
appeared in the market early
in 1852; these were added to
the corpus. When, within re-
cent months, Mr, Lincoln’s mes-
sages 1o his Secretary of State,
long impounded by William H.
Seward's family, passed into the
possession of the Fred L. Emer-
son Foundation, of Auburn,
N. Y., and thus surprisingly be-
came accessible, it was meces-
sary completely to reset one of
the volumes of “The Collected
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THE scholarly apparatus is

_excellently conceived and ad-

mirably executed. In the case
of nearly every item the source

~ from which the text was taken

has been supplied, but by some
curious accident the location of
the first draft of the Gettys-
burg Address has disappeared
from the footnote. (The first
draft is in the Library of Con-
gress.) Persons mentioned in
the course of a communication
are identified. Obscure allu-
sions are explained. Related
documents are cited. There are

. bibliographical references to

published studies,

An appendix to Volume VIII
lists those writings for which
no surviving text has been
found, forgeries and spurious
or dubious items attributed to
Lincoln, certain routine com-
munications issued on Lincoln’s
authority, and mere endorse-
ments. This will prove valuable
to the progress of Lincoln
studies. Meanwhile, we can be

- grateful to Mr. Basler and his

associates for having estab-
lished the false as well as the
authentic Lincoln, !

To Mr. Lincoln writing was
“the great invention of the
world.” It was ‘great, very
great in enabling us to converse
with the dead, the absent, and
the unborn, at all distances of
time and of space.” Those who
accept his conviction will realize
the meaning “of “The Collected
Works of Abraham Lincoln.”
Out of these volumes emerges
‘the Indisputable, the Indispens-
able American. His countrymen
will run to meet him.




