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é¢~gHE election of Mr. Lin-
Teohwlllhe"a national
calamity,” his home-town news-
paper predicted in November,
1880. Lincoln, retorted The
Chicago Tribune, “will take to
the Presidential chair just the
qualities which the country now
demands to save it from im-
pending destruction — ability
that no man can question, firm-

neither a fool nor a sage, neither
a villain nor a saint, but a piece

Mitgang, of the New York Times
Sunday staff, has collected and
woven into a kind of

Mr. Donald, Associate Pro-
fessor of History at Columbia,
wrote “Lincolw’s Herdow” and
other books on tig'civi! War.

living man was ever
ed with political crimes of
muitiplicity and such
y as Abraham Lincoln.

& perjurer, a usurper, a

t, a subverter of the Con-
stitution, a destroyer of the
liberties of his country, a reck-
less desperado, a heartless tri-
fler over the last agonies of an
expiring nation.”

— Prophecy -

OR a bundred years to

come historians will be
engaged in placing in their
| true light the events which
are now ftranspiring. For a
century to come military skill
will consist in a knowledge
of the changes in military
science now being wrought:
Republican statesmanship will
consist iIn a thorough ac-
quaintance with the principles
of government now being
contended for and settled in
battle. * * * Think of this,
and when you cast your vote
in November, vole for the
unity of the republic, for the
rights of man and for the
only candidates who repre-
sent them—Abraham Lincoln.
of Mlinocis and Andrew John-
son, of Tennessee.—Chicago
Tribune editorial, Sepi. 24.
1884, in “Lincoln as They
Saw Him.”
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Him" is not merely an anthol-
ogy of abuse. From the be-
ginning there were newspaper-
men who wrote of Lincoln as
“the embodiment and exponent
of our free institutions,” “the
most unspotted man in the Re-
public,” and “one of the ablest
political thinkers of his day.”
Though most of the press was
hostile to Lincoln throughout
his Presidency, such influential
papers as The New York Times,
The Springfield (Mass.) Repub-
lican (unfortunately not repre-
sented in this anthology), The
Chicago Tribune, and Harper's
Weekly were consistently
friendly and favorable. Few edi-
tors joined the enthusiastic par-
tisan who found Lincoln “God-
like in his .moeral attributes,
child-like in the simplicity and
purity of his character, and yet
manly and self-relying in his
high and patriotic purpose,” but
many agreed with George Wil-
liam Curtis’ thoughtful appre-
ciation of Lincoln’s “unwearied
patience, perfect fidelity and
remarkable sagacity.”

These editorial voices, “re-
acting with love and_hate, ad-
vice and contempt, petulence
and acrimony,” tell us extra-
ordinarily little about Lincoln
himself; Hawthorne and Whit-
man wrote brief sketches of
the President, not included in
this anthology, that say more
than the effusions of a dozen
newspaper publishers. But “Lin-
coln As They Saw Him" does
remind us of the bitterness and
tension of the Civil War years,
and Mr. Mitgang’s anthology
helps us to:see the wartime
President as he appeared to his
own generation. ;
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