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at Lincoln State
ana; and the Spring-
w/ Salem circuit in IlH-

remains some question

y where Thomas Lin-
‘Abe's father, crossed the
one|Ohio River with his family when

enters U.S. o/they moved to Indiana. A mod-
m ap-|ern ‘migrant might get up into
derful mount: i¢|Indiana on Kentucky State
Route 61, which is a four-lane
throughway from Elizabethtown

vs, of|t0 Louisville, cross the Ohio
ton |River to New Albany, Indiana,
and go west from there on U.S.
460 (Indiana 62) to the village
of Dale, about sixty miles, thence
on Indiana 345 a short distance
southward to Lincoln State
gton "is ' the|Route of ti!e Lincolns
nal Lincoln land. The| After visiting the Nancy
ight naturally be at|Hanks shrine, where there are
W viaimany pioneer relics and bits of
three miles|Jincolniana, a run north from
of ! State|pale on Indiana State Route 45
\ xmm Abraham Linc-|and U.S, 231 and westward on
\ 1 National Historical Park|(.s. 50 allows one to follow the
and Lincoln's birthplace. actual route the Lincoln family
near Hodg-|took into Illinois.
Feb. 12, 1809, His| At Vincennes, site of the Abra-
ham Lincoln Memorial Bridge
across the water to Illinois,
young Abe is sald to have visit-
ed the print shop of Elihu Stout
for his first look at a printing
where he lived|press, Across the Wabash, which

)

s|which connects with U, 8. 36
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would be Illinois State Route 1,

just south of Chrisman, and a
left turn on the latter for
Springfield. There, memories of
the circuit-riding lawyer and
state legislator truly come alive.

The big frame house where
Abraham Lincoln and his wife
lived and reared their children is
on the corner of Eighth and
Jackson Streets. It is 4 dignified
two-story structure with shut-
ters at each window. Preserved
as a memoria] by the State of
Ilinois, it is visited by more
than 500,000  people annually.
They come from all over the
world.

Delegations of high officials
and plain citizens alike pay trib-
ute at Lincoln's tomb in Oak
Ridge Cemetery in the northern
part of the city. Also in Spring-
field is the Illinois State His-
torical Library, one of the ma-
tion’s principal repositories of
Lincolniana which has, among
many priceless items, an original
draft of the Gettysburg Address.

Most visitors drive out on II-
linois Route 97 to restored New
Salem Village to see the first
Berry-Lincoln ~ general  store
which Abe and his partner pur-
chased in 1832; also the Rut-
ledge Tavern, and the cabins and
shops of Lincoln's neighbors.
Lodging and dining at reason-
able rates may be had, incident-
ally, at Owen's New Salem
Lodge opposite the entrance to
the New Salem park area. (Res-
ervations should be made well
in advance.)

In Springfield, nearly every
townsman is a Lincoln historian,
and the visitor can make fasci-

The house is full of genulne
relics, such as Lincoln's shaving
mirror and mug, the writing box
he placed on his knees, the long
horsehalr sofa he had made for
himself (Lincoln was six feet
four) and, a touching sight, the
little rocking horse and chair
Tad Lincoln used.

The Eastern explorer into Lin-
colniana could either make
Washington, D.C., his first stop
for a shorter trip, or come west
and, following the chronology,
return by way of Washington.
Here it probably would be best
to start with the Library of Con-
gress, which has a permanent
Lincoln exhibition on free dis-
play, and many thousands of
Lincoln books, manuscripts and
other jtems. A favorite item with
some 750,000 annual Library
visitors is the backwoods boy's
school notebook page, on which
he scrawled, “Abraham Lincoln,
his hand and pen, he will be
good, but God knows when.”
The Memorial

At Washington, one might de-
vote the morning to the Library
of Congress displays; then go to
the Ford Theatre Lincoln Muse-
um, and the house across the
street where he died. As a
patriotic imperative and for an
impression never to be forgot-
ten, there is the Lincoln Me-
morial. It is visited by more
than two niillion persons a year.

The Lincoln tour outlined here
can be taken in little more than
ten days, although three weeks
would be better, It can be quite
inexpensive, and at no time is
one far from excellent modern
accommodations. There is no
finer way to get a deeper insight
into the life and personality of
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nating explorations of his own.

one of the greatest Americans.



