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Everybody's Business 

Condensed from 
The Kiwanis Magazine 

IN T H E 9 0 years 
since his death, 
Abraham Lincoln 

has been written and 
talked about more 
than any other hu
man being. He is the 
great American folk 
hero. His popularity 
has steadily grown 
and purified itself 
until he has come to 
be worshiped by 
mankind far beyond 
the limits of his own 
country. 

Since Lincoln's own fellow citi
zens first mourned his passing, in one 
of the longest funeral processions of 
all time, millions from all over the 
world have visited his tomb in 
Springfield, 111. More millions have 
paused in reverence before his statue 
in the Lincoln Memorial in Wash
ington, D. C. Each year hundreds of 
thousands tour the "Lincoln coun
try," from the cabin where he was 
reputedly born near Hodgenville, 
Ky., to New Salem State Park, 2 0 
miles northwest of Springfield, where 
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Greer Williams 

stands a faithful res
toration of the pio
neer village in which 
Honest Abe spent 
his young manhood. 

Ralph G. New
man, owner of the 
Abraham Lincoln 
Book Shop in Chi
cago, refers to his 
business as part of 
the "Lincoln indus
try." With a $ 2 5 0 , -

ooo-a-year gross, 
Newman is a chief 
beneficiary among 

an estimated 5 0 0 persons who make a 
direct living from Lincoln. These 
include rare-manuscript and -book 
dealers, monument custodians and 
souvenir sellers. 

Perhaps 1 0 , 0 0 0 Americans collect 
printed matter about Lincoln. This 
need not be an expensive hobby; 
much information may be obtained 
from historical libraries and societies 
at little or no cost. But big-league 
collectors have invested huge sums 
in things that Were Lincoln's. The 
Gettysburg Address, for instance. 
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN: EVERYBODY'S BUSINESS 

There exist in Lincoln's hand-
3 ^ Writing five copies of these 2 6 6 im-
\ e j4nortal words. The two drafts he 

was itaotin* J l H * b e f o r e g i v i n g t h c s p e e c h a r e 

blue and purple^* m *hc
L

 L l b T y .̂Congress* 
nixture of deuteiL ' m a d e 3 t h l f d C ° P y a t 

1 order to generate r c c l u e s t of Edward Everett, who 
iiad given a two-hour oration that 

tion as the H-bof™, d a f , a n d ^ r e " | . V e l P rac" cheerfully Then Y applause. The Everett 
he added] ''No £ Í ° P Y W A S W M T E N T 0 B E ^ A T A U C ' g(j " ' h' on in a benefit for wounded sol-
: returned to Trt^t ^ a n y y e a f S l a t e r " b r 0 U g h t 

is vice-president h l S h e s t P n c e e v e r P a l d for a Lin-
tor. He and p r e s É í " a" t og r aP n" ~ $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 . This 
ave turned out t^ P Y a n a n o n y m o u s Chicago 
Wth Peacock eenei S m e S S n? a n ' " 0 t l o n g b e f o r e t h e 

ind Barbour puttL929.St°C^mark,eí c r a s > ^ IQ44 the 
t
 r tian s widow sold it for $ 6 0 , 0 0 0 — 

jjl-time empl0ye:h,e ^ond-highest price. Illinois 
' has grown to afí0 0/ ^ T ? r a i s e d $50,ooo and 
usiness with a pf*?}?11 F'eW gave fro.ooo so it 
0 0 0 persons It I p l a c e d l n t h e I l l l n o i s S t a t e 

ice branches in fe^ zuu 
'ing business in j , 6 fou»" and fifth copies L,n-

Join penned tor historian George 
Peacock are c a a n c r o f t ' a S a i n t o r a i s e money for 

vorld will be run r V e t e n m S ' ° ^ ° f ^ * n ° W " and poWer — afi6 P° s s e s s i o n o f C o r n e 1 1 University. 
• people think T ° D e I o n S s t o ° s c a r B. Cin-
1 competition w i f V ^ e r Cuban Ambassador to the 
est Corporations * Accord ing to legend, L i n c o l n dashed off the 

• some 2 5 per cej"^00 w m ' e o n t n c t r a m to G e t t y s b u r g — -product i n r l • n t i n S w i t n a penc i l borrowed from young 
t U 1 j 1 ^ n d r e w Ca rneg ie on the back o f an envelope It Can hold on C r o w e d from Secre ta ry of State Seward . A c -

Juthful TracerlaH1̂  h c w r o t e a l a r g c p a r t* i f n o t al1' o f t h e 

> be t h e n d r a f t W n i l e S t i I 1 a t t h e W n i t e House , be
mé L r C n e r j i n n i n g the text in ink on E x e c u t i v e Mans ion 

TUC era. ^ationery and finishing it in penci l on ruled, 
lue-gray foolscap. H e finished wr i t ing the 
peech on the morn ing o f its de l ivery , N o v e m 
ber 19, 1863. T h e r e is good historical ev idence 
hat he copied off the second draft (to be used 
s a reading copy ) in Ge t t y sbu r g . 

95 

United States. He paid $ 5 4 , 0 0 0 

for it. 
The last big turnover of Lincoln 

relics was in the 1 9 5 2 auction in New 
York City of the collection of the 
late Oliver R. Barrett, Chicago at
torney. The little book in which 
Lincoln ac a boy wrote, "Abraham 
Lincoln, his book and pen, he will 
be good, but God knows when," went 
for $ 3 6 0 0 . The Waltham Co. paid 
$ 1 6 0 0 for the Waltham watch Lin
coln gave his cousin, Dennis Hanks. 
Total sales amounted to $ 2 7 3 , 6 1 0 . 

Lincoln writers are an industry in 
themselves. The outpouring of words 
began the day after Lincoln's death; 
there are now some 6 0 0 0 books and 
pamphlets about him. 

Biographies number hundreds; 
they have been written in German, 
Spanish and Norwegian. One of the 
best was by an Englishman, Lord 
Charnwood. After World War II, 
three Japanese published books about 
him. 

Early biographies glorified Lin
coln beyond his human proportions, 
causing certain associates, such as 
William Herndon, his old law part
ner, to react with reminiscences un
duly vulgarizing the man. Later, 
objective historians reached a more 
balanced view. 

Literary interest rose to a high 
plateau with the 1 9 2 6 publication of 
Carl Sandburg's two-volume Abra
ham Lincoln: The Prairie Years. Sand
burg finished his job in 1 9 3 9 with 
four volumes called Abraham Lin
coln: The War Years. The literary 
tide has been high ever since, and 
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added to it in 1 9 5 3 was Roy P. 
Basler's eight-volume, 115-dollar 
Collected Worlds of Abraham Lincoln. 

Hoaxes and whole-cloth inven
tions have given much trouble to 
truth-seekers about Lincoln. Dealer 
Newman, of the Lincoln Book Shop, 
has turned down enough Lincoln 
hair to stuff a sofa, and a rag-bag full 
of alleged scraps from the blood
stained pillow case on which Lincoln's 
head rested in his final hours. 

Yet even the palpable frauds may 
achieve collector's value, such as 
the small stone inscribed: "A. Lin
coln Ann Rutledge were betrothed 
here July 4 , 1 8 3 3 . " This stone, said 
to have been found in Old Salem in 
1 9 0 0 , brought $ 7 5 at auction. 

Herndon's unproved tale of the 
Ann Rutledge romance is undoubt
edly the biggest fraud of all. He used 
this to buttress his contention that 
there was no love between Abraham 
and Mary Lincoln (untrue); the 
story of young love and untimely 
death captured popular imagination 
and led to further hoaxes. 

a Miss Wilma Frances 

Minor convinced the editor of The 
Atlantic Monthly that a series of Lin-_ 
coin letters, including love letters 
to and from Ann Rutledge, was? 
authentic, and the magazine pub
lished it. Historian Paul M. Angle 
pronounced the letters a fraud and, 
in an article also published in The At
lantic Monthly, spelled out the dis
crepancies: 

Green ink was used in some of the 
letters . . . yet green ink contains 
aniline dye not introduced until later. 
The handwriting alleged to be Lin
coln's was similar to his . . . but 
nowhere else had he begun sentences 
with a small letter. In one of Ann's 
letters was written: "I am greatfull 
for the Spencers copy-book. I copy 
frum that every time I can spair." 
Ann Rutledge died in 1 8 3 5 . Spen
cer's first penmanship book was not 
published until 1 8 4 8 . 

All that cold-blooded scholars can 
determine for sure is that Abe and 
Ann lived in the same town at the 
same time, and that she was engaged 
to someone else. Yet the legend of 
Lincoln's love for her lives on. 

Banner Boners 

'̂ /fcADLiNEs like these are what give newspaper editors nightmares: 
JURY GETS DRUNK DRIVING CASE HERE — Austin, Texas 
NIGHT SCHOOL TO HEAR PEST TALK — Oakland, Calif. 

1— American Press, quoted by Charles M. 
Sievert in New York World-Telegram and Sun 

COUNTY OFFICIALS TO TALK RUBBISH — Los Angeles, Calif. 
HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS LEARN TO FILL OUT THEIR FORMS 

— New York, N. Y. 
POCATELLO MATTRESS FACTORY PLAYS IMPORTANT ROLE IN 
CITY'S GROWTH — Pocatello. Idaho, quoted in In Transit ek
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