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These two books examine the crit-
ical early years of World War II in ways
so different that they can be read in suc-
cession without serious overlap.

Hanson Baldwin, who was for 26
years military editor of the New York
Times, has produced a workman-like
history ideally suited to the generation
of readers that does not remember the
war at all. From Chamberlain’s “peace
in our time” through Russia’s winter war
with Finland to the fall of France, the
German attack on the Soviet Union and
the early Japanese conquests in the Pa-
cific, Baldwin briskly introduces the
cast, recounts the action, highlights the
principal dramas.

Historian-Philosopher Luka
contrast, offers an almost Spengleri
vision of a civilization in crisis. -
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In a provocative ending, Lukacs in
greement with most historians,
takes seriously the informal attempts by
Nazi Germany to negotiate the exile of
Europe’s Jews to America. }Ie suggests
that only when that possibility had been
closed off by U S. entry into the war was
a Gestapo plan for extermination adopt-
ed. This interpretation ignores Hitler’s
earlier and often stated intentions re-
garding the fate of the Jews. But its ec-
centricity does not make any less chill-
ing Lukacs’ corollary point. Only the
horror of the Holocaust made anti-
Semitism impossible. Feeling against
the Jews was so rife that had they mere-
ly been exiled, many people in Europe
might well have come to embrace the
Fithrer’s Third Reich willingly, racism
and all.



