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P R O G R A M L O U I S K O S S U T H IN C O L U M B U S 

of the Kossuth Centennial Commemorating the One Hundredth 
Anniversary of Louis Kossuth's Visit to Columbus. 

S U N D A Y , S E P T E M B E R 7, 1952 

U n v e i l i n g of the Kossu th Bronze Plaque at the Columbus C i t y H a l l 
at 4:00 P . M . 

1. Prayer - - - - - - - - - - - - Rev. A n d r e w Hamza 
2. Na t i ona l A n t h e m Jul ius H e r c h i g 
3. Ded ica t i on - Stephen E . Ba logh 
4. U n v e i l i n g of Plaque - - - - Prof . Bela H o r v a t h 

Elza Jo and M a r g o Fodor 
5. Presentat ion of Plaque Joseph Fodor 
6. Acceptance by C i t y of Columbus - H o n . James A . Rhodes 
7. Kossu th Song Audience 

John Chidder 
Master of Ceremonies 

* * 

Kossu th Banquet at K n i g h t s o f Pyth ias Temple , 697 South H i g h Street 
at 6:00 P . M . 

1. Prayer - - - - - Rev. Joseph Marsa lko 
2. Na t iona l A n t h e m Jul ius H e r c h i g 
3. Opening W o r d s and I n t r o d u c t i o n Joseph Fodor 

of Master of Ceremonies Joseph Demeter 
4. Greet ings of the State H o n . F rank J. Lausche 
5. Greetings of the C i t y of Columbus - H o n . James A . Rhodes 
6. Greetings of the C i t y o f D a y t o n H o n . John Csipkar 
7. Rec i t a t i on D r . K a r l Jeney 
8. M e m o r i a l Address - Rev. Edmund Vasvary 

~ 9. L i s z t J s Second Hunga r i an Rhapsody - D r . Ju l ius Zsako 
10. I n t r o d u c t i o n of Prof . Bela H o r v a t h 
11. Greetings of the Press - A n d r e w Fay Fisher 
12. Greet ings John P. Keleman 
13. Greet ings John Chidder 
14. Closing W o r d s A n d r e w Fu leky 
15. Hungar i an Na t iona l A n t h e m Audience 

C O M M I T T E E O F K O S S U T H C E N T E N N I A L 
Joseph Fodor , President 

A n d r e w Fuleky , John Csider, John P. Keleman, 
Honorary President Co-Chairmen 

A n d r e w Hankoczky , John Weber , Stephan Boros, Joseph Demeter , 
Treasurers Secretaries 

B O A R D O F D I R E C T O R S 
H o n . John Csipkar, Chairman 

A n d r e w Fu leky Stephen H i d e g k u t y 
Joseph Fodor Lou i s Peterfy 
Gabr ie l Silas Joseph Czeiszperger 
John Csider Bela H o r v a t h 

] John Hegedus Joseph Deery 
J Lou i s T o k a r M a r t i n Locsos 

John P. Keleman Sophia Olah 

by 

Joseph Fodor 

The A m e r i c a n people f o l l o w e d w i t h great interest and sympathy Lou i s 

Kossuth 's heroic s t ruggle i n 1848-49 for an independent Hungary , emancipat ion 

of i t s people f r o m the yoke of feudal ism and fo r the general ideals of democracy. 

Russian in t e rven t ion , however , i n 1849 suppressed the successful Hungar i an 

A r m y , ty ranny again ru led and Kossuth fled i n exile to T u r k e y where he was 

in terned. The psople of th is coun t ry demanded his release, and the ci t izens 

of Oh io and especially those o f the C i ty of Columbus played an impor t an t role 

not on ly i n f reeing Kossu th f r o m T u r k i s h in te rnment and i n b r i n g i n g h i m to 

Amer ica , but also i n a r ranging his t r iumphant tour of the U n i t e d States. 

A meet ing was held at the Columbus C i t y H a l l on January 18, 1850, where 

Rev. Ben jamin F r a n k l i n Teff t del ivered an impassioned plea fo r Kossuth's 

release. Enthusiasm was so h igh that a reso lu t ion was passed asking the 

President of the U n i t e d States and Congress to take a l l possible steps to force 

Kossuth 's release f r o m T u r k e y and to give h i m , his f a m i l y and fo l l ower s asylum 

i n th is count ry . A t the same t ime the Ohio Assembly also passed a s imi la r 

reso lu t ion w h i c h was presented to the U n i t e d States Congress on February 

25, 1850. A f t e r many diff icult ies and delays Lou i s Kossuth and his par ty a r r ived 

i n N e w Y o r k on December 4, 1851. 

Jacob H . Studer i n his "Columbus, Ohio , I t s H i s t o r y , Resources and Progress" 

described Kossuth's v i s i t as f o l l o w s : 

" A t a large meet ing of the cit izens of Ohio , held at the C i t y H a l l , i n 
Columbus on December 13, 1851 . . . a reso lu t ion was adopted for the 
appointment of a commit tee of one hundred ci t izens of O h i o — t w e n t y of 
them being residents of Columbus—to inv i t e Kossu th to v i s i t our State, 
and partake of the hosp i t a l i t y of our people. . . . The ( O h i o ) Legis la ture , 
January 15, 1852, adopted resolut ions tender ing to Kossuth, on behalf of 
t w o m i l l i o n s of freemen, a hearty welcome to Ohio . The long- looked fo r 
day (February 4, 1852) at length came for Kossuth 's a r r i v a l , f r o m Cleve­
land . . . at the depot, thousands of people were already gathered. . . . A t 
about seven o'clock, the boom of cannon announced the safe a r r i v a l of the 
Hungar ian . Then there was a rush, and a shout that seemed to rend the 
air . . . the procession was reformed, and proceeded, w i t h Kossuth , his 
f ami ly , and suite . . . to the N e i l House. On the march, l i gh ted torches 
. . . added b r i l l i a n c y to the scene. 

" O n February 5th Kossu th spoke on a stand erected i n f ron t of the 
N e i l House to a huge c r o w d and the same evening the F r a n k l i n County eko

nyv
tar.s

k-s
ze

ged.hu



ek
on

yv
ta

r.s
k-

sz
eg

ed
.h

u

Hungarian Association was formed. Kossuth, on Saturday, the 7th of 
February, visited the General Assembly, upon special invitation, where he 
was addressed by Lieutenant-Governor Wi l l i am Medill , in a speech of 
welcome. Kossuth's response was regarded one of his best efforts. (The 
Kossuth Plaque presented to the City of Columbus commemorates the 
Hungarian Apostles statement made in this speech about Democracy and 
eleven years later Abraham Lincoln , the great American emancipator, 
similarly defined Democracy in his Gettysburg Address.) B y a joint resolu­
tion of the legislature, the original manuscript was ordered to be deposited 
among the archives of the State, in the State Library . 

" I n the evening . . . the meeting of the Ohio Association of the Friends 
of Hungary was held, at the City Ha l l , in Columbus. . . . After a brief 
introductory speech by Governor Reuben Wood, the president of the asso­
ciation, Kossuth delivered one of those stirring, patriotic, and liberty-
loving addresses for which he had then become famous. . . . The following 
Monday morning, Kossuth left Columbus for Cincinnati." 

Changing trends of European politics shoved the Hungarian fight for 
freedom into the background and he never realized his dream of a Demo­
cratic Hungary in the Val ley of the Danube in the Carpathian Basin. I t is 
my sincere belief that if Kossuth's Democratic Hungary had not been 
crushed by the Russians in 1849, the world may have been spared the 
ordeals of two world wars, and our present death struggle against com­
munist tyranny. 

* * 
T H E A R T I S T 

Bela Horvath, Professor of Sculpture and Painting, was commissioned by 

the Southern Ohio Hungarian Committee of Kossuth Centennial to create the 

bronze relief of Louis Kossuth now placed in the Columbus City Hal l . He was 

born in Hungary, attended art school there and also in Munich and Paris . 

He was professor of Arts in the Budapest Art School from 1924 to 1941 and 

was Art Director of the Society of F ine Arts from 1941 to 1944. He fled from 

the occupying Russians to Austria and become a displaced person. Sponsored 

by the University of Dayton he arrived in the United States in 1949. He has 

studios in Dayton and is teaching at the University Art School and also 

privately. 

Professor Horvath during his long successful career was awarded numerous 

prizes in Europe and the United States. I n 1942 he received the highest award 

that can be given an artist in Hungary, the Gold Medal. He is especially noted 

for his monuments in stone, marble and bronze and examples of his paintings 

are in the permanent collections of numerous museums in Europe. ek
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