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Q a o hnd work as a court interpreter; :twas
at this job that he first became interested in
the law. In those days, howevcr. law was not
Lausche’s primary interest. After starring as
third baseman on the city’s baseball lots, he
made his mark as a
in Lawrence, Massachusetts, and Duluth,
nesota. With his earnings he helped to send
two brothers and a sister through college, and
he attended the Central Institute in Cleve-
land in 1915-16. A batting slump put an end
to his ball-playing career with Duluth just |
before the entry of the United States mto’
World War 1. In 1918 Frank joined the Army,
from nhichndhe emerged at l?Jhe end of the war
as a seco lieutenant. pon  returning
civilian life, he received an offer to play Vllh &
Atlanta in the Southern League, but doubts -
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1 After receiving his LL.B. in 1920 fmm the l pulicé” squed, which caught the gawmblers
{1John Marshall School of Law, of which he is|| handed. ‘Such action won him much public s
Inow a trustee (he received his LL.M. in 1936),!" tention, and Le was asked to run for mayor.
'he went to work for the law firm of Locher, Resigning from his $12,000-a-yead i i
iGreen. and Woods. Cyrus W. Locher, the late|| the Court of Common Pleas, a positi
United States Senator, helped him to become'! he might have kept for life, he :
| one of Cleveland's best trial lawyers and en-|  was elected in 1041 by a 61 per c¢

’cuuragcd him to enter politics. Lausche then In his campaign specches Lausche ded
joined the Democratic Party, and in 1922 he | such improvements as belter s i nd |
| ran for the State legislature, but was not elec- [ transportation, lower taxes, a heantifica-

ted. Two years later he was a candidate for | tion. Dut with the attack on
'the State senate; once more he was defeated. || month after he took office,
Not until 1932, when he was appointed to fill || that he had more vital tasks

| a vacancy on Cleveland’s municipal bench, did | faced numerons prohlems—i
he enter public office. The following year he Iland to help fight a wy

found
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/'was elected to the same post from among ten | city's population of % thousand
| candidates, and in 1937 he was elected to the | were foreign-born or firs generation
Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas. As = Americans, and 1] g ¢ divided;

judge, Lausche won much acclaim but also made v,
{ijuiie enemies. He accepted the labor cases | The majority of {
|other judges were apparently afraid to handle industry at loy

because of the antagonism which decisions in quent. In ade

such cases were likely to arouse among the caused by d
‘electorate. In the Crosby Restaurant Case, ¢
Lausche handed down a decision which alienated
him from certain AF. of L. unions. The em- V%
ployees of the Crosby Restaurant were not | wood ol t g
union members and made no attempt to union- | Lausche ! to steer clear of trouble.
. ize; however, the Hotel and Restaurant Alliance '-efnl'(‘z&: prapisal came from Washington, he

also, they were o nationalities,
) were employed in!
Wages strikes were fre-
e<C problems were those
1 against Negroes, with
of riots,
Avowing— ihcvile of heing “on the level
1 : working “alwayvs for the
never for any special group,”

| of the AF. of L. wanted to organize the | argunizgd)/ the Mayor's War Production Com-

restaurant and picketed it. Declaring that | nfiftee; onsisting of the representatives of man-
went, of labor, and of the mavor himself.
g¢ was not to settle strikes but to
tade the strikers to return 1o work while
isputes were heing resalved by the proper
ties. DBy convincing the workers that
contribution to winmng the war was just |

| “there was no legitimate trade dispute and that | ag
| picketing by ‘strangers’ was unlawful,” Laus -
| handed down an injunction against the union, i
(This ruling, at first upheld by the United ;
. States Supreme Court, has since been reversed
] j y limites
mmiz;wgﬂcn:z:ﬂ‘::%gcnaslnn?}:e fall'o mportant as the saldiers’, the committee
' 1940 he took the initiative in closing three large tlly succeeded in getting the strikers back |
gambling houses in the metropolitan ion of | to wark after twenty-four hours, Racial prob-
Cleveland. When county officials un lems were solved hy another special committee
‘operative and the gambling opera were | which the mayor set ju'-l -l‘ﬂtlllI -‘ulwlu-? :slpcc::sll
i 1 ranized qal | commitiee was organizec n deal with (rans-
meve Wiued, be. ory 2 l| portation problems. And a1 fourth committee,
the Mayor's lealth Commitice, which took |
measures o improve the war worker's health,
was established; the plan was so effective that
it was advocated as a model for other cities in
the United States. By increasing the number
of playgrounds from forty-eight to sixty-four
and by adding more men and women to the
police force, Lausche tried to combat juvenile
delinquency. His successiul efforts in fighting
the black market won him praise from the
Office of Price Admimstraton.

In 1943, with a campaign promise to the effect
that he would make every effort to be “a whole-
some influence,” Lausche was re-elected to
serve until 1944, by a 71 per cent majority.
(In this clection, the total number of votes
cast was at an all-time low.) Such a political
victory was achieved under conditions which |
most politicians  considered  unfavorable.
Lausche’s relations with the Democratic County |
chairman were distinctly cool. Ile therefore
organized his own campaign, and at the same

| time announced that none of those campaigning
for him could expect any reward. Just before
election day he risked his chances of winning
by vetoing a pay increase for city building em-
ployees. The measure would have made their
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‘ | pay equal to that of workers in the pinvaie
building industry, a provision Lausche main-
tained was not necessary since city }nnldmg‘
employees’ work was not seasonal. This s_t;!nd
increased the antagonism which his decision
in the Crosby Restaurant Case had already
aroused among AF. of L. unions. On the other
hand, he was backed by the CIO as well as by
other diverse groups. His support of a Negro
candidate for judge, because he felt that an
able Negro should he on the bench, rallied the
Y| Negroes of Cleveland to his side. (The candi-
date, incidentally, was no' elected.) Lausche
| also received support from big business, from
| the Bar Association, and from some Republi-
cans.

The record which the Cleveland mayor es-
tahlished as a vote getter attracted the attention
of national Democratic leaders, who, it has been

{ said, saw his value to the party as Governor
| of Ohin. Nevertheless, when he contested for
that office, Lausche again }\'n;{cri his_campaign
independent of party help: it was run hy friends
at a cost of about $25,000, the largest contri-
bution, $1,000, coming from Marshall Field ™.
At a time when the campaign committee was
running out of money for stamps, a news story
brought in small contributions from the public.
(For the days Lausche campaigned he returned
his salary as mayor to the city treasury.)
{ Lausche’s popularity was so great that Thom:
Dewey, Republican candidate for pr es-
itated to speak in Ohio; the reason™g
that it would have heen necessary for h
! endorse the Republican candidate fof G

| “. land that, Dewey felt, 3

Ivotes in Ohio. (Many of those v ¢

i Dewex cast their votes for Lausche AL
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tory over tradition. It wag the first time a
Catholic and a son of immigrants “had been
elected to the Governor’s o in Ohio. \When
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raise the Governor's salary,
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hor was almost as hard on
plovées —he vetoed a hill which
ve made pay increases for them retro-
“it smacked of pork.” As Gov-
atiéche also continued his efforts toward
the war. In June 1945 he directed the
R¢lective Service to induct strikers at the
“Goodyéar Plant in Akron into the armed forces.
 Protests came from C. V. Wheeler, local presi-

of the CIO United Rubber Workers at
Akron. The Governor further antagonized labor
n Lincoln’s Birthday in 1946 when he did not
receive a “bill of grievance” asking for unem-
ployment benefils for strikers. (He had told
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s office has brought him chiefly |
nicipal and State affairs, Lausche has
‘ Von both national and international
interventionist long before Pearl
¢ believes in the necessity for a world
tion “able to deal decisively with those
1ons /which harbor ambitions for world dom-
67" As an honorary member of the Com-
e of Catholics for Human Rights, he has
come out in favor of “retributive justice for
war criminals.” In the national issue of free
enterprise versus government control, it is re-
ported that he stands for free enterprise with a
limited amount of government control.

Lausche, who was awarded the honorary de-
gree of Doctor of Laws by Kenyon College
(Gambier, Ohio) in 1945, is a2 member of the
Cleveland Bar Association as well as of the
Cuvahoga Bar Association; he is also 2 member
of Delta Theta Phi and of the City Club in
Cleveland. In 1928 he was married to Jane O. |
Sheal, an interior decorator and designer, who
is described as “pretty, always smartly dressed,
and quietly clever”; they have no children. Be-
fore coming to live in the Governor’s Mansion, |
they had a small home next to a Chinese laundry
in an unfashionable section of Cleveland, where
they lived quietly. Tall, rather handsome, and
bushy haired, the Governor retains a figure
befitting a former baseball player. His early
love for baseball has been replaced with an
ifterest in golf, but he still plays the violin in
the small orchestra of which the other members
are five of his brothers and sisters. Lausche
is described by admirers as a “man of great
strength, character, and firmness”; and by crit-
ics as one who “takes himself pretty seriously
and hasn't much sense of humor.” When he 1s
faced with a particularly knotty problem he
turns to poetry for “new strength”: he shuts
the door of his office, silences the telephone,
and reads Shakespeare, Burns, and Keats.
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