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THE 250TH ANNIVERBARY OF 'I'HI:\
BIRTH OF COlL. MICHAEL X

The BPEAEER pro tempore (Mr.
MoFaLn), Under o previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Nev. Jersey
is recognized for 30

Mr, PATTEN. Mr. Gpeaker, it is in the
spirit of tho eéoming Bleentenninl that I
rize with my distingulshed collcagues to
remember the 250th anniversary of the
. birth of the Amerlcan Hungarian hero
of the Revolutionary War, Col. Michael
Kovats, who has eontributed greatly and
participated in the battles of our War

Col, Michael Kaovats was born in 1724
ai Karcag, Hungary. At 20 years of age,
he was already an cnsign in one of Em-
press Marla Theresa's cavalry regiments
and fought meritoriously i the First 8i-
lesion War. After the Peace of Dresden
in 1745 his rveghacnt was disbanded and
ho entered the service of the great Prus-
slen King, Frederick IL The P .y
realized the lmportance of th

A

3
¢ henrd of Lthe conflict
i the American Colo-
aurn to Hungary, he
p.u pact and in 1776 left
to embark for

{p Benjamin Franklin in
orva lettér of recommendation.
ginal of this classic lelter may
d in the Amocrican l‘hl]u.nph[c'n! |

Iden freedom cannot be purchased with
yellow gold. I, who have the houor to pre-
mt this letter to Your Excellency, am also
ollowing the call of the Puthers of the Land
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A% the, plonpe:

. I was trained
d ratsed from

B
3
=

mnn by most diligent
d \he virtues of roy urr
and/the bloodshed of & grent
||;ml!.,w; tnught mo how to mould
whon mude, how to nrm him
bfonil the denvest of tho landa
ity under any conditions wid
A of war.
bre 10w of my own free will, having
the horrible hnrdships nnd bothors
4/ ourney. I el Your Esxcollency to
saport &nd o letter of rec
uli'u(lnllun to the mant benevolent Cong
AU Ingt, wolling for your graclous nnswer,
T have no wish greater than to leave soon, to
6 there whore I nm neodod most, to serve and
asting obedlence, Fuithful urnto
issimns ad mortem).

%2 denth (Fud

Michnel Eovats did not receive the
recommendation personally, although
Lhe recommendation was forwarded by

to the Conti 1 Congress,
and Kovats left for the United Btates
where he arrived in 1777,

It is more than just a matter of specu-
lation as to what his plans were. He was
a specialist in the training of light env-
alry, the Hussars. He knew that General
‘Washington had no eavalry in the profes-
sional sense. The four “mounted” regi-
nmients of Colonels Moylan, Bland, Baylor
and Bheldon were little more than
mounted infantry without the necessary
training.

Kovats was aware that 15 of Fred-
erlck IT's battles were won by his cav-
alyy, Tralning wae the secret of Fred-
erick IT's success and IKovats was tralned
by Frederick. Organization was Eoval's

. wanted to use these talents now to train
the colondsts.
He immediately became a recrulting
| alficer of the Philadelphia German regi-
ment, and soon met Count Casimir
Pulaski who was known to him in Poland
and Hungary. Pul 1 offered his for-
tune nnd flery zeal for the cause of the
Colonles. Dy July 1777 he arrived In Bos-
ton and fought and distinguished him-
self at Brandywine. On September 15,
» 1777, Pulaski was appointed a brigadler
general and commander-in-chief of
Washington's eavalry. Kovats now joined

|

vays did. I am I

function in fighting for Frederick and he |




" Pulaski’s headquarters and received the
asslgnment of “master of exercises"” even
before official sanction arrived from Gen-
ersl Washington on January 14, 1778,
‘Both Pulaskl and Kovats encountered a
certain distrust of the British-trained
General Washington toward any cavalry.
In addition, the small numbers and in-
ndequate equipment of the army at Val-

- ley Forge made Pulaski’s and Kovals
flan appear unrealistic,

In March 1778 Puplaski resigned, but
& days later the Continental Congress au-
thorized the creation of what was later
known ns the Pulaskl Legion, an inde-
pendent cavalry corps. A week later
Washington recommended Kovats for
the coloneley and Congress approved.
Pulaski served as the overall chief with
Yovals as the commanding colonel.
‘The legion enlisted 320 men, no small
accomplishment at & Uime when the
© Army numbered around 4,000 roen. Ko-

vats trained his troops In New Jersey
during the summer of 1778 with head-
quarters at Princeton. He participated
in two battles against the British nt Os-
borne Island and Egg Harbor, With the
approach of the winter the leglon was
ordered from Trenton to Sussex Coul
House and on November 10 to Cole's Fort

wherg it stayed until Felbruary 2, 1770,

| Then the leglon was ordered to Charle;
ton, 8., to assist Gen. Benjam
Lincoln,

In little more than 3 months he fell in
Charleston, S.C. But his life, sleug
aud’ death remaln one of the
memories amoung revolullona,
Tl\ey came from the elites of m

Iahds during our 200-year &

high ideals, his sword@
for the eause of freedo
in doing so, for th

¥ aliant Hun-
ing for American
th man who. amid
Ustorfeal twists
tury, preserved
d commitment

| garian Hussar i}

to the

Mleullun of the Amulran
rmory of & brave fighter for
u.-cdum. worked for a con-
resolution in 1056 decluring
ersary of Kovats' death as Col.

—

i
i

| nel deKovats

The federation is
man of the board, Rt. Re
D.D.. who for 35 years s
of the Free Hungarlan Refor
fn Trenton, N.J., and after
as bishop of Uu i
my appreciation to Dr. hlvnmr Ba
Dr. % Michael Szaz who proy
wealth of information on the life o
after great s

Mr. HOWARD, Mr. Speak
250th anniversury of the
bruve colonel of the Revalu

nited States brought

him id ew Jersey after Laving
organi dependent cavalry unit
cous ur companies. Al Uie end

15!
y lhzé?:’mm-r the Leplon was ordercd Lo
fon, N.J, He fought the British on
on September 10 ut Os-
here Lils casualties were

MR OCcasic

puse of the treachery of an originally
F'lLl-h officer who was not recruiled by
e Leglon, but assigned to It by e

ﬂoard of War. The Leglon lost 30 men.
In October of 1774, the Leglon was sent
to Trenton and then to Sussex Court-
house. On November 10 they moved to
Cole’s Fort. But in Fehruary 1779, they
were ordered first to Virginia and then
to Houth Caroling,

Many of the recruils of the Legion
cnme from New Jersey, especially ag the
losses of the two battles had to be re-
placed by new recrults before departing
to Houth Caroling to help General Lin-

Colonel Kovats was an officer well-
trained in organizing light cavalry, His
original  Hungarinn Hussar training
taught him an elan and tacties which
made the name Hussor world-famous in
the 18th century, His long service
training in the Prussiun, srmy, however,
also imbued him with the methodological
tralning methods of the best drilled and
most professionnl army of Burope and
these dusl qualitles in him predea:gd
him to become the founder of Ame:
cavalry. Unfortunately, his early death
and the subsequent death of Count Casi-
mir Pulaskl, the overall eommander of
the Legion, at Savaunah in 1779, ended
the short-lived experiment for several
decades.
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| We remember the valiant Hungarisa'
oflicer whose motto in his Ameriean’serv-
ice was: “Faithful unto death!” as a heto
of the emerging American Nation, nnd &
man who lived and fought in Naw Jersey

| n 1778, He Leaches us that the devotlon

{to freedom and humaw dignity was |
eminently present in the sons of many
Europeann nations who offered {
swords and their lives so that the Ameri-
can Natlon may be born in freedom ahd

{ retain 1ts democratic traditions. Ameri-
jeans of Hungarlan descent mny be

j proud of the man who blazed their t

in Americnn history and the game com-
‘mitment to freedom and democracy was

the hallmark of American Hungsrians ‘ !

in our history and soclety during the 188

years of our Republic,
Mr. of Ohio. Mr. Speakar,
this~ fear marks™ the :

250th anniver-
sary of the birth of Col. Michael Kot ats, ‘
who came from Hungary in 1717 to fight
| for the cause of the colonists against the ’
Eritish. . A L
Kovats' milltary career in Europe was
distinguished. As a young officer he |
fought In the Empress Maria Theresa’s
Hussar regiment In the Seeond Silesian
War, Lat ¢ becdme & captain of
Gersdor{ Pree Hussars of Fredeciek 4
| under whom he had fought In th
Years' Wiir, Al the time he left Ho
to go to Americn he was a reserve
of the cavalty by appointmen
! Empress,
] Kovals offered his services Lo
Y min Frauklin lo Parls in a 1etter in w
he promi
to the
| e was to keep. A copy. of
terof recommendalion's

the Continental Conp Tved in
the Nationul Archives

Upon arriving D jry, he met
Count Casimir some dift-
culties In persug nl Wash
ton to accept the us plans

s the Puloskl Legion,
hief and Kovats ns his I
el
nied to bring the elan of the |
Hussars and the meticulous,
n training of cavalry to
HULE.
the relative Ignorance of the
alediies in regard to cavalry Aghting and
lics, Kovats drew an enthusiastic re-
onse. He exeeeded his recruitment
quota by 62 men, adding close lo 400
cavaliymen to the Army of the Conti- |
nental Congress under General Wash-
ington. When winter weather and small-
pox decimated his troops as did two !
battles in the fall of 1778 at Osborne
Island and Egg Harbor, he found willing
recruits to replace them.

much as in the winter of 1778-7!

vost who was Lrying to wreg
ern States from the colp

legion traveled from
Charleston, S.C, dul
months and contemp
show that they did
-food and other nedeg
them in Maryland,
Caroling. At Bnle

epidemics star e time they |
eflfective
L Kovats im-
mediately af h in order to
cause o dl the morale of

cleaguered port eity.
¢ attack, but fell in the

lay—H/1779 ending a life rich
dent epirit, love of {reedom and
vir es. American Hungarians
™ pride upon this soldier who
the hero of two nations, the

¥

versary of the American Hun-
hero of the War of Independence,

1. Michae]l Kovats, I am joining my
colleagues in remembering his character
aecomplishments during his short,
L eventful stay in the United States
between 1777 and 1779,

A distinguished ecavalry officer of Em-
press Maria Theresa and King Frederick
the Greal of Prussia, this man offered his |
sword to the cause of American freedom
in 1777, Despite the perils and inconveni-
ences of the journcy, he traveled on his
own from Budapest to Bordenux that
year via Geneva and wrole to Benjamin }

Franklin asking him for a letter of rec-
ommendation which Franklin sent to the
Continental Congress, but not before the
impatient and enthusiastic Kovats al-
ready had embarked for America. He was
stated in 1977-78 mostly In New Jersey,
¢lose Lo Dritish occupied New York City.
He recruited his men not anly from New
Jersey and Pennsylvania, but also from | |
the unoceupied areas of New York State.
In April 1778 he was appointed as com-
manding colonel of the independent cav-
alary unit, known as the Pulaski Legion,
as its overall commander was the Polish
American hero, Count Casimir Pulaski,



Aware that Frederlck the Great won

most of his battles by the use of cavalry,

especially the Hungarian-type light eav-
| alry, the Hussars, Kovats tried to train
| his troops as Hussar units, His grentest
prilse was given by the British major
who lost the Lattle in which Kovats fell at
Charleston. He reported that Kovats'
cavalry was the best cavalry that “the
Rebels ever had." More Important for our
times than the organizational and mar-
tinl talents of Colonel Kovats were his
eharacter and deals.

Here was a man who was ballle-
trained and battle-weary, and already
53 years old. He still had the idealism
| and enthusiasm to take up arms in a far

away country for which he considered to
be the cause of freedom. It is not money
which drew him to the cause, In his
letter to Franklin he stated this clearly:
| Golden freedom cannot be purchnsed with
yellow gold.
| He had wanted to train the troops in
precise military manner so that they
may “defend the dearest of the lands
with their best ability under any condi-
tions and developments of the war,” An
he ends with the memorable phrase;
| “Faithful unto death” which in the 20th
century became the motto of the Amert
can Hungarian Federation ns well.
. Today we recall the memory of thi
man of spirit and talent who conty
uted with his sword and life to the in-
dependence of our country display(d ti

virtues which most of his fellow coNGtry-
men who followed him to A!m‘r-

|

niversary ol the birth
| Hungarian' hero of t
‘War, Col. Michael Koy
We Pennsylvanians
proud of Colonel Kow
recrultment and of
in our Btate,

of Poland, Kovats, of

Hungary, 1phia, and

presente @ their serv-

ices. Puls ad o lormal agreement

g::husu then Ambassador of
1

France, puarantee-
i as Com
Iry forces, with the rank
1eral. As he arrived. Gen-

ol

Wiy, honored the agreement
0 laraway Parls, and wrote to Con-
a>gtyigesting that Pulaski be given
cofimand of the horse” In the in-
Washington invited Pulaskl to
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particularly \ ‘

on his stall as a volunterr officer, ¥

& source which mentions that by
as & recrulling officer for the R
vanla German battalion in the §
The next time his name is
in the Moravian dinry of
in Beptember that “the fa
Hussar officer Colonel Foba

The comn b er general
in commal ¢ cavalry of the
Amﬂrécnu by Congress Lo
Coun ember 5, was re-

the fall months Pulaski and
veteran of 15 battles in the

dgvats was the only expert of light
cavalry training in Ameriea, praising him
‘on four different oecasions in his letters,
reparts and proposals te General Wash-
| Ington,
Finally, on January 14, 1778, Pulaski
received Washington's approval of the

O

appointment of Kovats as “master of |

exercize” for a few monhts,

The records of the Continental Con-
press, the Board of War, and the dis-
patehes of General Washiington from his
headquarters ot Valley Forge are filled
during the fellowing monlhs with refer-
ences Lo neressing difficulties of Pulask)
with varicus officers al Washington's
| hendquurters or in the cavalry units; At
that time there were only four, heavily
undermanned cavalty regiments, under
the command of Colonels Meylan, Bland,
Haylor, and Sheldon, mostly of the type
of infantry on horseback. The situation
was solved by the resignation of Pulaski
as commander of the cavalry and his
assignment for the organization of an
independent unit loter called the
Pulaski Legion. S8oon after, on the 18th
of Aprll, Michoel Kovats was commis-
sloned by Congress as “colonel command-

|1‘( )




After the British left Philadelphia in
the spring of 1778, Pulaski and his of-
ficers, Including Colonel Kovats, as well
as the various cavalry and infantry units
of his leglon, became more and more
conspicuous in Philadelphla. The eitizens
of Philadelphia, by then a symbal of
American liberty and independence,
learned to value these well-trained war-
rlors whose martial appearance and pre-

| cise troop movements were noted in the

contemporary press. Their presence did

. much to enhance the preservation of

the recently won independence of the
United States. R

We Pennsylvaniang share the pride of
the many Amerlcans of Hungarian de-
scent by poluting to the fine letter by
Michael Kovals to Benjamin Prauklin
dated In Bordeaux, Frunece, on Janu-
ary 13, 1177, In which he offered his
life and sword for the cause of American
independence. We treasure this beauti-
{ul document even among the wealth of
the “Benjamin Franklin Papers” pre-
served at Philadelphia, and we regard it
as a fine manifestation of the new Amer-
lcan patriotism. “Most faithful unto
death,"—wrote Michael Kovats in_this

<
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independence at faratay
5.0,

But prior to this ultimf
fought, according to his\o
Irom General Washing
superlor officers, bo
and the various Ind
to break through
above Pliladelphiq
bravely and. loyi

The city of
having given &
ing these # life. In Ger-
mantown,

Z

2 modern Phila-
delphin, Clo ats, with reference to ‘
“In! itidyl agninat the Indial
submj proposils to the Cong
“cony dursble future security |

¥
jans and other bad fel-
ter, dated on the 19th of
778, was read in the session
t, and referred by Congreas,
his propesals, to the Board of

v and In the future, our academis
titutions and collections will aid and
Ty Hi i h on the
Tous toples related to the historicnl
ectlons between so many genera-
tlons of A icans and H rians,
ertalnly one of the most attractive con-
neetlons Is the Impressive life story and
the shinlng example of Col. Commandant
Michael Kovats, the brave and faithiful
Hungarian Hussar officer,

——

Ncnxssmw%@'— HOUSE September 25, 1874
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