
I I . The Sold ier 18th Century 

M I C H A E L K O W A T S 

In the life and death struggle to e s tab l i sh the f i r s t r e a l democ­
r a c y in the world—the United States—many E u r o p e a n p r o f e s s i o n ­
a l s o l d i e r s and adventurers offered their s e r v i c e s to the A m e r i ­
can cause . After some bitter disappointments, Washington was 
far from enthusiast ic in appointing newcomers . One of them, 
however, a Hungarian named M i c h a e l Kowats (1724-1799) came 
with such recommendat ions , that Washington appointed h im s e c ­
ond- in -command in the newly formed P u l a s k i L e g i o n . If you want 
to know what kind of man this Kowats was , r e a d his m a n u s c r i p t 
l e t ters in the Washington col lect ion of the L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s , 
or the one dated Bourdeaux, F r a n c e , Jan. 13, 1777, writ ten to 
B e n j a m i n F r a n k l i n , the or ig ina l in possess ion of the A m e r i c a n 
Phi losophica l Society, Phi lade lphia , P a . Kowats , who was about 
53 y e a r s of age at that t ime , spent his entire life in m i l i t a r y 
s e r v i c e , serving many y e a r s under F r e d e r i c k the G r e a t . In offer­
ing his s e r v i c e s , he wrote this letter in impeccable L a t i n , with 
neat penmanship, with the c losing words : " F i d e l i s s i m u s ad 
m o r t e m " — F a i t h f u l unto death—which words , incidental ly , after 
the d i s c o v e r y of this document, became the honoured motto of the 
A m e r i c a n Hungarian Federa t ion . 

Kowats , as his let ters demonstrate , was not a soldier of the 
adventurer , or m e r c e n a r y type. He was an intell igent, highly 

educated m a n , m u c h m o r e so than his immediate s u p e r i o r , the young and l ight-headed Count P u l a s k i . 
When he offered his s e r v i c e s through F r a n k l i n , he wrote: "totum me f ide l i s s ime s a c r i f i c a t u r u m " and 
"jugi cum obsequio v ivam et moriar". These are not the words of an adventurer or a mercenary . Through 
them speaks a m a n , who however d i m l y , senses the tremendous s ignif icance of the struggle a c r o s s the 
ocean. A new m o r a l and s o c i a l wor ld t r i e s to emerge there , introducing a m o r e abundant, m o r e jus t , and 
a more dignified way of l iving for a l l humanity, totally different from the life the aging soldier witnessed 
and shared in many countries of E u r o p e . T h e r e is something worth fighting for , worth sacr i f i c ing even 
life i t se l f for the rea l i zat ion of its grandiose dreams and v i s ions . The aging soldier r e a l i z e d that while 
he had been fighting through a l l his l i fe , a l l of it was for unworthy c a u s e s , only for the t e m p o r a r y gains 
of the powerful. Whatever he did, he did not promote the highest and truest ideals of mankind. A s m a l l 
group of noble-minded people a c r o s s the ocean wanted to create a different new world: he felt that he 
m u s t make amends for his wasted and u s e l e s s l i fe, and while he was s t i l l able to mount a horse and 
r a i s e his saber , he wanted to be a so ld ier in the new world's ragged a r m y : to fight, l ive or die for the 
better future of mankind. 

So, short ly after a r r i v i n g in the new world and organizing the c a v a l r y of the P u l a s k i L e g i o n , he fe l l 
before C h a r l e s t o n , S. C . May 11, 1779, s l a i n by an E n g l i s h bullet. He was bur ied at the v e r y spot where 
he died. The sprawl ing city of C h a r l e s t o n , S. C . long ago covered the place with s treets and buildings. 
The bones of this noble Hungarian turned to dust in the so i l of the new wor ld , helped to cement the foun­
dations of r e a l democracy . 

The Hungarian so ld ier has kept the f a i t h - -unto death. 
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