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Weapons Collection 
Comes to Washington 

By James Waldo Fawcett. 

O n e of t h e most n o t a b l y v a l u a b l e c o l 
lections of edged w e a p o n s a n d f i r e a r m s 
ever a s s e m b l e d h a s been presented to 
the U n i t e d S t a t e s N a t i o n a l M u s e u m . 

T h e donor i s R a l p h G . P a c k a r d of M o r -
r i s t o w n . N . J . 

A m o n g t h e t h r u s t i n g a n d s t r i k i n g I m 
plements a r e k n i g h t s ' bat t le swords . G e r -

| m a n h a n d - a n d - a - h a l f a n d t w o - h a n d e d 
j swords, S p a n i s h , I t a l i a n , S w i s s a n d S c o t 

t ish swords of t h e 15th, 16th a n d 17th 
j centuries . 

O f s p e c i a l d i s t i n c t i o n is a k n i g h t ' s b a t 
tle s w o r d w i t h a s t r a i g h t cross h i i t . I t 
was e x c a v a t e d a t C y p r u s . A n o t h e r m a g 
n i f i c e n t w e a p o n is a 15th c e n t u r y s w o r d 
w i t h a gi lded w h e e l p o m m e l a n d d r o o p 
ing qui l lons , f o u n d a t S t r a s b o u r g . 

S o m e of the s w o r d s a r e s u r r o u n d e d b y 
a r o m a n t i c a u r a of m y s t e r y . F o r e x 
ample , t h e r e i s a m a r v e l o u s S p a n i s h 
rapier of the 16th c e n t u r y w i t h an e x 
cept ional ly fine c u p h i l t of p i e r c e d eteel 
w i t h a l a c e l i k e d e s i g n of m e d a l l i o n s a n d 
double eagles . T h e w o r k m a n s h i p Is won
d e r f u l . W h o o w n e d , w h o fought w i t h 
this c h i v a l r o u s b l a d e ? O n l y a m a n of 
glorious c h a r a c t e r w o u l d deserve to o w n 
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P r o b l e m of Sword 's O r i g i n . 

Nobody k n o w s w h o first r e a l i z e d t h a t 
a pointed s t ick , a s h a r p e n e d s p l i n t e r of 
s tone could be e m p l o y e d as " a l e n g t h e n e d 
h a n d " to h u r t or f e n d a w a y a foe. P e r 
h a p s one single i n d i v i d u a l m a d e the d i s 
covery , p e r h a p s i t w a s s ix or a d o z e n d i f 
ferent m e n i n as m a n y p a r t s of the w o r l d 
w h o g r a s p e d the i d e a a n d by t h e e x 
p l o i t a t i o n of i t rose above t h e i r fe l lows. 
M r . P a c k a r d ' s of fer ing is u n i v e r s a l i n i ts 
scope. I t inc ludes swords , s c i m i t a r s , d a g 
gers a n d k n i v e s f r o m a l l E u r o p e a n c o u n 
tries, f r o m the N e a r E a s t a n d A s i a . T h e r e 
are K u r d i s h . E a s t I n d i a n , M a l a y , J a v 
anese a n d J a p a n e s e i m p l e m e n t s . A n odd 
a n d t r u l y f a s c i n a t i n g s p e c i m e n is a n e x 
ecut ioner ' s k n i f e f r o m the B e l g i a n C o n g o . 
W h a t d r e a d f u l w o r k d i d it do? L o o k i n g 
a t i t , t h e specta tor t h i n k s of the ta les 
told about t h e D a r k C o n t i n e n t b y S i r H . 
R i d e r H a g g a r d a n d C h a r l e s B e a d l e . 

I n a n o t h e r , m o r e c i v i l i z e d category are 
two s p l e n d i d G e r m a n crossbows of t h e 
16th c e n t u r y — b o t h of m e t i c u l o u s w o r k 
m a n s h i p ; both lovingly i n l a i d w i t h ivory . 
O n e i s a w i n d l a s s type w i t h s t i r r u p a n d 
the o t h e r a h e a v y type w i t h a r a c k or 
" c a n i q u i n " for s e t t i n g the bow. 

T h e f i r e a r m s d i v i s i o n of M r . P a c k a r d ' s 
collection, b e g i n n i n g w i t h w e a p o n s of t h e 
m a t c h l o c k type, is e n r i c h e d by a n e labo
rate I t a l i a n piece of the 16th c e n t u r y , a 
G e r m a n w a l l p i e c e d a t e d 1612 a n d a C o l o 
n i a l m a t c h l o c k of about 1635, m a r k e d 
" N e w t o w n e " i n b u r n t let ters on b o t h 
sides of the s tock. T o r e a d i ts h i s t o r y i t 
is n e c e s s a r y to k n o w t h a t " N e w t o w n e " 
w a s a for t i f ied outpost of B o s t o n , e s t a b 
l i shed i n 1631 a n d c a l l e d C a m b r i d g e 
after t h e f o u n d i n g of H a r v a r d C o l l e g e i n 

S i n i s t e r i n t h e i r i m p l i c a t i o n s a r e a 
n u m b e r of J a p a n e s e m a t c h l o c k s , one ot 
w h i c h is descr ibed a s " a t h r e e - b a r r e l 
r e v o l v i n g p i s t o l . " T h e barre ls a n d f u r n i 
ture of these " e n g i n e s of d e s t r u c t i o n " 
are covered w i t h gold w o r k i n the s h a p e 
:>f d r a g o n s a n d o t h e r h e a t h e n s y m b o l s . 
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P o w d e r a n d B a l l D e v i c e s . 

M r . P a c k a r d also collected some r a r e 
w h e e l locks , one of w h i c h is of t h e b l u n 
derbuss type w i t h saddle hook, probably 
F r e n c h . A n " e x h i b i t i o n i t e m " of p a r 
t i c u l a r a t t r a c t i o n i s a G e r m a n c r e a t i o n 
e n t i r e l y c o v e r e d w i t h ivory p l a t e s e n 
graved w i t h c a m p a n d batt le scenes . 

T h e r e are s e v e r a l flintlocks, both s ingle 
a n d double b a r r e l , a n e a r l y " B r o w n B e s s , " 
the r e g u l a r m u s k e t of the B r i t i s h service 
of 1706-1714; K e n t u c k y rifles , a C o m m i t 
tee of S a f e t y m u s k e t of 1775-1776, a 
U n i t e d S t a t e s m u s k e t of the p r e m i e r 
type, a B r i t i s h boatgun t a k e n at L a k e 
C h a m p l a i n , a f o u r - b a r r e l A m e r i c a n c a r 
bine w i t h the b a r r e l t u r n e d by h a n d , t w o 
locks a n d a s e p a r a t e p a n for e a c h b a r r e l ; 
a b r e e c h - l o a d i n g W a r s o p rifle , f o r e r u n n e r 
of the F e r g u s o n , a n d t h e rifle "designed by 
M ^ j T ~ F a f l 1 c k F e r g u s o n as a n i m p r o v e 
m e n t o j u . t i i e Wat-sop^—the rifle of t h e 
B r i t i s h d u r i n g the A m e r i c a n H e j o l U t l D n . 
" "The f u r t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t of "shooM'fr 

i r o n s - ' is i l l u s t r a t e d by a smoothbore 
spor t ing piece w i t h a p a i r of pis tols to 
m a t c h by P e t e r of C a r l s b a d — g e m s of t h e 
g u n m a k e r ' s a r t ; p i e c e s of the type m a d e 
by J o h n C o o k s r n of B o s t o n ; a F o r s y t h e 
r if le w i t h a n i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e s m o o t h b o r e 
b a r r e l — a hand.some a c h i e v e m e n t w i t h 
t r i m m i n g s of s i lver , a n d a S p a n i s h 
smoothbore s p o r t i n g piece w i t h a b a r r e l 
i n l a i d w i t h s i lver scrol ls a n d r u n n i n g 
deer. 

M r . P a c k a r d ' s pistols a n d r e v o l v e r s 
a r e a story i n themselves . H e p e r s o n 
a l ly supervised the m a n u f a c t u r e of f o u r 
of the finest m o d e r n r if les . T h e l a t t e r 
g r o u p d r a m a t i z e s the h i g h e s t t e c h n i q u e 
of m o d e r n g u n m a k i n g . 

I n t " r m s of m o n e y i n v e s t e d i n i t , t h e 
col lec t ion n o w t h e property of the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s G o v e r n m e n t is a p r i z e 
probably u n e q u a l e d a n y w h e r e , but M r . 
P a c k a r d ' s gift is not s i g n i f i c a n t o n l y for 
its m a r k e t w o r t h . I t i l l u s t r a t e s t h e s c i 
e n ce of defense . T h e c o m p o n e n t f e a 
t u r e s of it a re " c u n n i n g t h i n g s s o u g h t 
out by m e n t h a t m e n m i g h t d i e " b u l — 
m o r e i m p o r t a n t — t h a t m e n m a y s u r v i v e . 

C a p t . C h a r l e s C a r e y i s c u r a t o r of t h e 
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