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in character, came out in the Journal des Débats of May 2y,33 and 

there the matter rested. 
There is no space here to consider Bismarck's attempts throughout 

the summer to dislodge the new French Cabinet. A press campaign 
was initiated in Germany attacking the Clerical régime in France, 3 4 

and the border garrisons were ostentatiously strengthened. An un
successful attempt was made to have Gontaut recalled,35 and on at 
least two occasions Bismarck publicly exhibited his distaste for the 
Broglie government.36 Moreover Hohenlohe was instructed to use 
all means at his disposal in France to undermine the monarchist and 
Clerical ascendancy.37 

But although the incident of the Metz interview has remained a 
closed matter ever since, although it has been hushed up and for
gotten in the sweep of greater events, it still remains as a curious 
reminder of the differences of opinion between Kaiser Wilhelm I . 
and Bismarck, as an example of the diplomatic methods of Gontaut 
and Decazes, and as an element not to be overlooked in any account 
of French political history during the 'seventies. 

H E N R Y C A R T E R . 

T H E A M E R I C A N R E V O L U T I O N 

T H E attention of the student of the American Revolutionary War 
is constantly drawn to the rifle as a military arm. In fact, one of 
the first acts of the Continental Congress, in 1775, was to call for 
companies of " expert riflemen ", and these companies were the be
ginning of the Continental Army. 1 

The American rifleman was picturesque in his round hat and 
hunting shirt, and his marksmanship compelled British officers and 
sergeants to lay aside their spontoons and halberds while on American 
service2—just as later, in South Africa, British officers abandoned 
their swords, and for the same reason. That he made excellent use 
of his weapon we are assured in many contemporaneous sources. 
One German officer characterized the rifleman as " terrible " . 3 An-

33 Incorrectly cited as M a y 28 in Die Grossc Politik, I . 3 2 3 ^ 

34 D r e u x , p. 273. 

35 Die Grosse Politik, I . 324-325, 3 2 5 - 3 2 6 ^ 

3« D r e u x , pp. 332-333. 275-277. 
37 Die Grosse Politik, I . 325-327-
1 Journals of Congress, I . 82. 

2 Hamilton, History of the Grenadier Guards (London, 1874). Stevens, Gen. 

Howe's Orderly Book ( L o n d o n , 1890), p. 210. 
s Letters of Brunswick and Hessian Officers ( trans. Stone, Albany, 1891), p. 
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2 9 4 Notes and Suggestions 

o t h e r w r o t e t h a t the best A m e r i c a n r i f l e m e n c o u l d , i n a g o o d l i g h t 

a n d w i t h n o w i n d , h i t a man's head at 2 0 0 y a r d s a n d his b o d y at 

3 0 0 . 4 W e are t o l d t h a t the r i f l e m e n , w h e n they j o i n e d the a r m y near 

B o s t o n i n A u g u s t , 1775, gave a n e x h i b i t i o n , i n w h i c h a c o m p a n y , o n 

a q u i c k advance, placed t h e i r shots i n seven-inch targets at 2 5 0 y a r d s . 5 

Some v e r y accurate s h o o t i n g is described i n the Virginia Gazette 
o f September 9, 1775. R i f l e m e n , b o u n d f o r B o s t o n , gave a n e x h i b i 

t i o n . A m a n he ld between his knees a b o a r d five inches w i d e a n d 

seven inches l o n g , w i t h a paper bul l ' s -eye the size o f a d o l l a r . A 

r i f l e m a n at s i x t y y a r d s , w i t h o u t a rest , p u t e ight bul lets i n succession 

t h r o u g h the bul l ' s -eye . 0 

T h e r i f l e h a d been i n t r o d u c e d i n t o A m e r i c a about 1700, w h e n 
there was considerable i m m i g r a t i o n i n t o P e n n s y l v a n i a f r o m S w i t z e r 
l a n d a n d t h a t v i c i n i t y , the o n l y p a r t o f the w o r l d at tha t t i m e w h e r e 
i t was i n use. I t was t h e n short , heavy, c lumsy , a n d l i t t l e m o r e 
accurate t h a n the musket . B u t i n A m e r i c a the g u n s m i t h s made re 
m a r k a b l e i m p r o v e m e n t s , a n d b y 1750 i t h a d evolved i n t o a l o n g , 
s lender, smal l -bore g u n , w i t h a cal ibre about .50 a n d t a k i n g balls o f 
about 3 6 t o the p o u n d — a w e a p o n o f accuracy. 7 I t was l i t t l e k n o w n 
i n N e w E n g l a n d , a n d i t m a y be said t o have been conf ined to P e n n 
s y l v a n i a a n d the colonies s o u t h , p a r t i c u l a r l y to the wes tern or b o r d e r 
r e g i o n s . 8 

T h e s t a n d a r d m i l i t a r y firearm o f the p e r i o d was the flint-lock 
m u s k e t , w e i g h i n g about eleven pounds a n d m e a s u r i n g f o u r feet n ine 
inches w i t h o u t bayonet . I t s cal ibre was about .75, o r eleven g a u g e — 
t h a t is, i t w o u l d take a lead ba l l o f eleven to the p o u n d . 9 W h e n 
fired h o r i z o n t a l l y f r o m t h e shoulder i t had a range o f about 125 
y a r d s . A t 100 y a r d s , a g o o d m a r k s m a n m i g h t make 4 0 per cent, o f 
h i t s o n a target the size o f a m a n s t a n d i n g . 1 0 

T h e ques t ion n a t u r a l l y arises, w h y d i d the m u s k e t cont inue t o be 
the s t a n d a r d firearm w h e n the r i f l e was available? W h y was a 
w e a p o n t h a t h a d n o t suff ic ient accuracy t o g ive a reasonable n u m b e r 
o f h i t s o n a m a n s t a n d i n g at 100 y a r d s p r e f e r r e d t o one t h a t c o u l d 
at t h a t range d e l i v e r a h i g h percentage o f h i ts o n a target the size 
o f a man's head? 

373 
* K e p h a r t , " B i r t h of the A m e r i c a n A r m y " , i n Penn. German Magazi , V I I I . 

5 T h a c h e r , Military Journal (Boston, 1827), p. 3 3 . 

• Moore, Diary of the American Revolution (Philadelphia i 8 6 0 ) p I 2 I 

l a w y e r , Firearms in American History (Boston, 1910), I I 3 _ , ' 8 '. Freman'Ho 
The Book of the Rifle (London, , o o , ) , pp. „ , , 8 - 3 0 . ^remamH, 

8 Sawyer, I I . 80. ff$< )sJ> I 
9 Greener, The Gun and its Development (London, 1881) p I 0 6 ' ) 
1 0 Sawyer, I I . 102. U o'' / / ' 
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T h e r i f l e was m u c h s lower t h a n the musket , about three t o o n e . 1 1 

T h i s was due t o i ts labor ious l o a d i n g process. T h e bul le t h a d to fit 

v e r y t i g h t l y , t o take the r i f l i n g , a n d so was f o r c e d i n w i t h an i r o n 

r o d about s i x inches l o n g a n d a w o o d e n mal le t , then d r i v e n home 

w i t h the r a m r o d . W h e n the piece was f o u l the process was especially 

s low. T h e musket , o n the other h a n d , cou ld be q u i c k l y loaded w i t h 

a loosely fitting ba l l o r balls . A n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t di f ference was t h a t 

the m u s k e t , b e i n g a s t a n d a r d m i l i t a r y a r m , was fitted w i t h a bayonet , 

w h i l e the slender r i f l e b a r r e l , u n s t a n d a r d i z e d , h a d received no such 

at tachment . 

T h e m u s k e t a n d r i f l e were thus qui te d i s t i n c t weapons . T h e 

musket a n d bayonet w e r e the weapons f o r the l ine o f bat t le , w h e r e 

the target was n o t an i n d i v i d u a l b u t another l ine , a n d w h e n the lines 

closed the bayonet was ready f o r use. F i r e a r m s were v e r y sensitive 

t o the w e a t h e r ; a f t e r l o n g - c o n t i n u e d o r heavy r a i n t h e y were useless, 

and lack o f a bayonet was then f a t a l . T o take advantage o f the p o w e r 

o f the r i f l e , fire m u s t be opened at a longer range, a n d its accuracy 

u t i l i z e d i n a i m i n g at i n d i v i d u a l s . I t c o u l d n o t be used w i t h the 

m u s k e t i n the l ine o f bat t le , f o r the smoke t h e n prevented the r i f l e 

m a n f r o m seeing his target , thus n u l l i f y i n g the p r i n c i p a l advantage 

Of tllC VVCdpOU. 

I t s s low l o a d i n g and lack o f a bayonet made the r i f l e weak against 

the advance o f a d e t e r m i n e d enemy, so this weapon was best adapted 

to the l i g h t t roops , w h i c h acted outs ide o f the l ine o f bat t le . F i r i n g 

f r o m posi t ions i n w o o d s a n d o n r o u g h g r o u n d , d i f f i c u l t f o r the r i g i d 

l ine o f the p e r i o d , they could retreat w h e n pressed a n d a v o i d a h a n d -

t o - h a n d engagement. T h e qual i t ies of the musket a n d r i f l e were 

such t h a t t h e y c o u l d n o t be used together , b u t they c o u l d , i n the 

hands o f separate bodies, be combined to t h e i r m u t u a l advantage. 

T h i s idea was expressed b y an A m e r i c a n m i l i t a r y w r i t e r i n 1S11, 
w h o said t h a t " w h e r e the m u s k e t ends, the r i f l e begins " . H e also 

noted t h a t a r i f l e corps is d i s t i n c t f r o m any other species o f t roops 

and useless i n close c o m b a t . 1 2 

A t the b e g i n n i n g o f the R e v o l u t i o n , E n g l a n d h a d no r i f l e m e n , 

a n d so cal led f o r Jager i n her G e r m a n cont ingents . These were 

t r a i n e d r i f l e m e n , r e c r u i t e d f r o m hunters a n d gamekeepers. T h e y 

w o r e a d i s t i n c t i v e green u n i f o r m , a n d t h e i r orders i n ac t ion were 

g i v e n o n the h u n t i n g h o r n , instead o f the d r u m , as i n the l ine i n f a n t r y . 

A m o n g the B r u n s w i c k e r s s e r v i n g w i t h B u r g o y n e u n d e r General 

11 Fremantle, p. 24. 

12 Hoyt, Practical Instructions for Military Officers (Greenfield, Mass., 18 n ) 

p. i n . 
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2 9 6 Notes and Suggestions 

Riedesel , there was a b a t t a l i o n o f Jäger, over 650 s t r o n g . 1 3 T h e 
Hessians h a d one Jäger c o m p a n y w i t h the cont ingent t h a t a r r i v e d 
w i t h de H e i s t e r i n A u g u s t , 1776, a n d another a r r i v e d w i t h K n y p -
hausen i n O c t o b e r . These t w o companies p r o v e d so u s e f u l t h a t m o r e 
w e r e called f o r , a n d the L a n d g r a v e f u r n i s h e d f ive companies, one o f 
t h e m m o u n t e d , about a thousand r i f les i n a l l . O t h e r companies came 
f r o m H a n a u a n d A n s p a c h . 1 4 

T h e Jäger r i f l e was b y no means the equal o f the A m e r i c a n . I t 
was s h o r t - b a r r e l l e d , a n d t o o k a b a l l o f nineteen to the p o u n d . T h e 
f i x e d sights w e r e set f o r 100 y a r d s . W i t h i ts large b a l l a n d a smal l 
p o w d e r charge, th is r i f l e was o f l o w ve loc i ty , h i g h t r a j e c t o r y , s t r o n g 
reco i l , l i m i t e d accurate range, a n d s low f i r e . I t was the same g u n 
t h a t h a d been i n t r o d u c e d i n t o A m e r i c a i n 1700. I t h a d no b a y o n e t . 1 5 

I n 1776 _Caiptain P a t r i c k F e r g u s o n , o f the B r i t i s h 70th F o o t , 
i n v e n t e d a breech- loading r i f l e , w h i c h could f i r e f o u r a i m e d shots per 
m i n u t e . 1 0 I n 1777 he was sent to A m e r i c a w i t h one h u n d r e d officers 
a n d m e n , a r m e d w i t h the new r i f l e a n d u n i f o r m e d i n the r i f l eman 's 
g r e e n . 1 7 W i t h h i m came special i n s t r u c t i o n s , a u t h o r i z i n g h i m t o 
select m e n f r o m the v a r i o u s reg iments . Genera l H o w e was at th is 
t i m e the chief a u t h o r i t y o n l i g h t i n f a n t r y , a n d th is request seems t o 
b a r e cunKjycd h i m . B u t the corps was f o r m e d , and w e n t i n t o act ion 
f o r the f i r s t t i m e at E l k H e a d , A u g u s t 25, 1777; a n d i t covered the 
advance o f K n y p h a u s e n ' s d i v i s i o n at the batt le o f B r a n d y w i n e , where 
the value o f the breech-loader was p r o v e d i n a s t r i k i n g m a n n e r . 
F e r g u s o n operated alongside the Queen's Rangers , a L o y a l i s t l i g h t 
c o r p s ; b u t his m e n d i d n o t have to expose themselves i n l o a d i n g , a n d 
so lost o n l y t w o m e n , w h i l e the Rangers lost seventeen. Ferguson's 
corps soon disappeared, b e i n g incorpora ted i n t o the l i g h t companies 
o f the v a r i o u s bat ta l ions . F e r g u s o n was p r o m o t e d to m a j o r i n 1779, 
a n d , w i t h the t e m p o r a r y r a n k o f l ieutenant-colonel , was p u t i n com
m a n d o f the " A m e r i c a n V o l u n t e e r s " , a corps' o f L o y a l i s t s f r o m N e w 
Y o r k a n d N e w Jersey, j i r m e d w i t h the F e r g u s o n r i f l e . T h i s corps 
accompanied C l i n t o n t o Char les ton and t o o k p a r t i n the batt le o f 
K i n g ' s M o u n t a i n , w h e r e F e r g u s o n met his e n d . 1 8 

T h e best k n o w n corps raised b y the B r i t i s h a m o n g the L o y a l i s t s , 
such as T a r l e t o n ' s L e g i o n and Simcoe's Queen's Rangers , were not 

13 Journal of DuRoy the Elder ( U n i v . of P a . P r e s s , 1911), p. 1. 

14 L o w e l l , The Hessians and other German Auxiliaries ( N e w Y o r k , 1884), p. 

107. 

i s S a w y e r , I I I . 26, 28. . 

iß Id., I I . 138. V *' 
1 7 American MSS. in the Royal Institution, I . 93. V 

i s W i l k i n s , Some British Soldiers in America ( L o n d o n , 1914), p. 152. 
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a r m e d w i t h the r i f l e . S imcoe, i n his Journal, states t h a t the r i f l e m e n 
i n V i r g i n i a u n d e r L a f a y e t t e h a d no bayonets, w h i c h " p e r m i t t e d t h e i r 
opponents t o take l ibert ies w i t h t h e m " , 1 9 

P r o b a b l y the m o s t f a m o u s corps o f r i f l e m e n i n the C o n t i n e n t a l 
service was M o r g a n ' s r e g i m e n t , o rganized i n June, 1777, f r o m p icked 
m e n o f the en t i re a r m y . T h i s r e g i m e n t served u n t i l J u l y , 1778, 
w h e n i t was d i s b a n d e d . 2 0 Corps l i k e those o f M a r i o n , S u m t e r , a n d 
Pickens were p r o b a b l y a r m e d w i t h the r i f l e , as th is w e a p o n was most 
sui ted t o p a r t i z a n w a r f a r e . T h e F r e n c h b r o u g h t no r i f l e m e n t o 
A m e r i c a . 

I t seems tha t , w h i l e the A m e r i c a n r i f l e m a n was a most efficient 
soldier i n d i v i d u a l l y , a n d w h i l e r i f l e corps w e r e o f the highest va lue , 
nevertheless the characterist ics o f t h e i r a r m conf ined t h e i r act ivi t ies 
to a secondary place. 

O n O c t o b e r 26, 1776, the secretary o f the B o a r d o f W a r w r o t e t o 
the C o m m i t t e e o f P u b l i c Sa fe ty o f M a r y l a n d w i t h reference to ra is 
i n g a r i f l e company . H e said t h a t the company w o u l d be m u c h m o r e 
serviceable i f a r m e d w i t h muskets , as " there is a superabundance o f 
r i f l e m e n i n the a r m y . W e r e i t i n the p o w e r o f Congress to s u p p l y 
muskets , t h e y w o u l d speedily reduce the n u m b e r o f r i f les , a n d replace 
t h e m w i t h the f o r m e r , as they are m o r e easily kept i n o r d e r , ^an be 
fired o f t e n e r , a n d have the advantage o f bayonets 

I n 1777 General W a y n e w r o t e to the B o a r d o f W a r t h a t he was 
d e t e r m i n e d to have a l l his o l d r i f les exchanged f o r muskets and 
bayonets , as experience h a d t a u g h t tha t the r i f les were n o t fit f o r 
the f i e l d ; he w i s h e d to keep o n l y a f e w r i f les , f o r issue t o real m a r k s 
m e n . I n 1778 he w r o t e a g a i n : 

I cjon't l ike r i f l e s — I would almost as soon face an Enemy w i t h a gooc 
Musket and Bayonet wi thout amunition—as w i t h amunit ion wi thout 1 
Bayonet; for altho' there are not many instances o f bloody bayonets ye 
I am Confident that one bayonet keeps off an Other. . . . The enem? 
k n o w i n g the Defenseless State o f our Riflemen rush on—they fly—mi: 
jwith or pass t h r o ' the Other Troops and communicate fears that is eve 
Incident to a r e t i r i n g Corps—this W o u l d not be the Case i f the Riflemei 
had bayonets—but i t would be st i l l better i f good muskets and bayonet 
were put into the hands of good Marksmen and Rifles entirely la id aside 
For my o w n part , I never wish to see one—at least wi thout a bayonet. 2 

I n 1808 General G r a h a m of N o r t h C a r o l i n a , w r i t i n g o f the south 
e r n campaigns o f the R e v o l u t i o n a r y W a r , said tha t i t was u n f o r t u n a t 

10 Simcoe, Journal of the Operations of the Queen's Rangers ( E x e t e r , 1787 

pp. 2, 167. 

20 G r a h a m , Life of Morgan ( N e w Y o r k , 1856), pp. 123, 215. 

21 F o r c e , American Archives, fifth ser., I I . 1247. 

22 Stil le, Maj.-Gen. Anthony Wayne, p. 118. ek
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2 9 8 Notes and Suggestions 

t h a t there w e r e no other k i n d o f m i l i t i a there t h a n r i f l e m e n . H e 
q u o t e d D a n i e l M o r g a n , the great r i f l e m a n , as h a v i n g said to h i m , 
r e f e r r i n g to the campaign o f 1777 i n N e w Y o r k : " M y r i f l e m e n 
w o u l d have been of l i t t l e service i f they h a d n o t a lways h a d a l i n e o f 
M u s q u e t a n d Bayonet te m e n to s u p p o r t u s ; i t is th is tha t gives t h e m 
confidence. T h e y k n o w , i f the enemy charges t h e m they have a 
place to re treat to a n d are n o t beat clear o f f . " 2 3 

O n A u g u s t 17, 1777, H e n r y L a u r e n s w r o t e t o Colonel W i l l i a m 
T h o m p s o n , c o m m e n t i n g f a v o r a b l y u p o n the lat ter 's request f o r a u 
t h o r i t y t o replace h a l f his r i f les w i t h muskets a n d bayonets. I t 
seems t o have been the colonel 's i n t e n t i o n to have r i f l e companies i n 
the r e g i m e n t w h i c h he c o u l d use f o r s k i r m i s h i n g , thus c o m b i n i n g i n 
one r e g i m e n t the t w o species o f t r o o p s — l i g h t ( r i f l e s ) a n d l ine 
( m u s k e t m e n ) . 2 4 General Stephen, o n October 17, 1776, t h o u g h t i t 
w o u l d be decidedly f o r the g o o d o f the service to replace the r i f les 
o f the 4th V i r g i n i a w i t h muskets a n d b a y o n e t s ; 2 5 a n d C o l o n e l M c 
i n t o s h , w h i l e o r g a n i z i n g the 1st C o n t i n e n t a l B a t t a l i o n o f Georg ia i n 
F e b r u a r y , 1776, r e p o r t e d apologet ica l ly t h a t he h a d been compel led 

'.to a r m one o f the e ight companies w i t h r i f les because muskets were 
n o t a v a i l a b l e . 2 8 

Genera l Peter M u h l e n b e r g shows us that f o r general service-
. i i t y the r i f l e was i n f e r i o r to the m u s k e t . H e w r o t e t o W a s h i n g t o n 
f r o m W i n c h e s t e r , F e b r u a r y 23, 1777, as f o l l o w s : " I m u s t t r o u b l e 
V o u r E x c e l l e n c y w i t h another p e t i t i o n i n behalf o f m y r e g i m e n t . 

e w h o l e r e g i m e n t consists at present o f r i f l e m e n ; and the c a m p a i g n 
ve have made to the s o u t h w a r d last s u m m e r f u l l y convinced m e t h a t 
>n a m a r c h , w h e r e soldiers are w i t h o u t tents , a n d t h e i r a r m s con

t i n u a l l y exposed t o the weather , r i f les are o f l i t t l e use. I w o u l d 
h e r e f o r e request y o u r Exce l l ency to conver t m y r e g i m e n t i n t o m u s -
: e t r y . " F i n a l l y , the o p i n i o n o f the c o m m a n d e r - i n - c h i e f is expressed 
n his r e p l y to M u h l e n b e r g , i n w h i c h the staff officer w r i t i n g i n the 

^iame o f W a s h i n g t o n says : " H i s E x c e l l e n c y , satisfied w i t h the jus t i ce 
f y o u r observat ion about r i f les , has d e t e r m i n e d to have as f e w used 

^s possible. H e w i l l p u t muskets i n t o the hands o f a l l those bat-
i l i o n s tha t are not v e r y w e l l acquainted w i t h r i f l e s . " 2 7 

T h e inherent weakness o f the r i f l e appears f r o m the above q u o t a -
ons. T o o s low i n l o a d i n g , a n d w i t h o u t a bayonet, the r i f l e m a n 

a* W . A . G r a h a m , Gen. Joseph Graham and his Papers ( R a l e i g h , 1904), p. 135. 
j 2 * Burnett, Letters of Members of the Continental Congress ( W a s h i n g t o n , 
9 2 3 ) , I I . 452. 

25 F o r c e , American Archives, fifth ser., I I . 1092. _^»~— 

26 Id., fourth ser., I V . 1159-1160. o n T ^ 

27 H . A . Muhlenberg, Life of Maj.-Gen. Peter Muhlenberg ( P h i l a d e l p h i a , 1 8 4 9 ) , 

>• 74, 354- t.-.'̂  
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c o u l d n o t meet a charge. H i s service was res t r i c ted to r o u g h c o u n 

t r y , w i t h a l i n e o f re t reat a lways open. I t also appears t h a t t h e 

A m e r i c a n s h a d m o r e r i f l e m e n t h a n they c o u l d use. T h e y r e q u i r e d 

m o r e m e n so a r m e d a n d t r a i n e d t h a t they c o u l d meet the B r i t i s h 

soldier o n an equal i ty . 

J O H N W . W R I G H T , 

Colonel U . S. I n f a n t r y . 

T H E H I S T O R Y I N Q U I R Y 

A N i n q u i r y i n t o the present content , o r g a n i z a t i o n , a n d tendencies 
o f h i s tory^teaching i n o u r schools is b e i n g made at the/fequest o f t h e 
A m e r i c a n H i s t o r i c a l Associat ion 's C o m m i t t e e o& H i s t o r y i n t h e 
Schools. T h e N v o r k is i n charge o f Pro fes^of E d g a r D a w s o n o f 
H u n t e r College, Nseer>etary o f the N a t i o n a ^ X o u n c i l f o r the Social 
Studies , u n d e r an a p r x i m t a i e n t made \p/xhe D i v i s i o n o f School E x 
p e r i m e n t a t i o n o f the I n s t i h t f e o f J E d u c a t i o n a l Research, Teachers 
College, C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y , ^ j f w i l l be supervised b y a c o m m i t t e e 
appoin ted u n d e r the a u t h o r i t y o f fr*^ officers o f the A m e r i c a n H i s 
t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n . T h e ' I n s t i t u t e o f I?4ucat ional Research w i l l con
t r i b u t e to the i n v e s t i g a t i o n e x p e r t advice b ^ t h e conduct of such a n 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n a n d f inanc ia l a i d i n g e t t i n g theX^rork d o n e ; b u t the 
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