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the summer to dislodge the new Fren net. A press campaign
g jeal régime in France®

Broglie government.®® Moreove Lok
all means at his disposal in Fr# to undermine the monarchist and
Clerical ascendancy.*

But although thei
closed matter ever si
gotten in the sweep

e Metz interview has remained a
it has been hushed up and for-
events, it still remains as a curious

reminder of the di f opinion between Kaiser Wilhelm 1.
and Bismarck, as of the diplomatic methods of Gontaut
and Decazes, and as an ent not to be overlooked in any account

of French polifical histgry during the 'seventies.
Hexry CARTER.

¢ IN THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

is consta awn to the rifle as a military arm. In fact, one of
+50f the Continental Congress, in 1775, was to call for

companies of “expert riflemen ”, and these companies were the be-

dinningof ‘the Continental Army.?

he American rifleman was picturesque in his round hat and

- N g shirt, and his marksmanship compelled British officers and
to lay aside their spontoons and halberds while on American
ervice

just as later, in South Africa, British officers abandoned

swords, and for the same reason. That he made excellent use
of his weapon we are assured in many contemporaneous SOUrces.
ne German officer characterized the rifleman as “terrible ”.*  An-

38 Tncorrectly cited as May 28 in Die Grosse Politik, 1. 323n.

94 Dreux, p. 273.

8 Diz Grosse Politik, 1. 324325, 325-320n.

38 Dreux, pp. 332-333, 275-277-

87 Die Grosse Politik, 1. 325-327.

1 Journals of Congress, L. 8a.

2 Hamilton, History of the Gremodier Guards (London, 1874). Stevens, Gen.
Howe's Orderly Book (London, 18g0), p. 210

8 Letters of Brunswick and Hessian Officers (trans. Stone, Albany, 1891}, p.
90.
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other wrote that the best American riflemen
and with no wind, hit a man's head at 200
300.% \.’v'e are told that the riflemen, when they joined the army near
Bostzon n August, 1775, gave an exhibition, in which a com on
a quick advance, placed their shots in seven-inch targets at 252&1;:’1"1:15 i
Some very accurate shooting is described in the irginia Gﬂxﬂ'f‘a‘
of September 9, 1775. Riflemen, bound for Boston, gave an exhibi-
tion. A man held between his knees a board five inches wide and
mches' long, with a paper bull's-eye the size of a dollar. A
e 3::::1_’1";1;‘:? without a rest, put eight bullets in successi
The rifle had been introduced into America about 1700, Wi
there was considerable immigration into Pennsylvania from S' T
!a.nd anc} that vicinity, the only part of the world at that ti
It was in use. It was then short, heavy, clumsy, and li
t. But in America thy i
markable improvements, and by 1750 it hadeeft‘:;::smlths
slender, small-bore gun, with a calibre about .50

Notes and Suggestions

could, in a good light
yards and his body at

on

about 36 to the pound—a wea h@ i
abou pon of accuracy.” It littl
:nlhn_v ﬁgland, and it may be said to have been ¢ : zk;:.::n
ylvania the coloni i y
g onies south, particuiarly 6 or border
The standard military firearm of i the_flint-lock

fng;ket, weighing about eleven pound
inches without bayonet. Tts calibre wh
that is, it would take a lead ba
fired horizontally from the si
yards. At 100 yards, a good
hits on a target the size ofa

a 5, or eleven gauge—
cven to the pound.® When
"l a range of about 125
<sman might make 40 per cent. of
SER nding.“

why did the musket continue to be
¢ \was available? Why was a
to give a reasonable number
preferred to one that could
percentage of hits on a target the size

e American Army ", in Pemn. German Magazine, VIIL

. 3 P- 33.

g l_h' AAmﬁ«m Revolution (Philadelphia, 1860),

¢ a in American History (Boston, 1g10),

_R_i,!k_(l.onz[un, 1901), pp. 11, 2830,
TR, II. 8o.

seger, The Gun ond its Development (Lond
o ( on, 1881), p. 1

P. 121,
11. 32-38,~ Frema
":,‘-,’f‘:m—_ﬁ
N
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The bullet had to fit
very tightly, to| take ng, and so was forced in with an iron
i%\ ifiches Tomg and a wooden mallet, then driven home
the piece was foul the process was especially
n the other hand, could be quickly loaded with
Another important difference was that
ng a standard military arm, was fitted with a bayonet, ‘
der rifle barrel, unstandardized, had received 1o stich ‘

r than the’musket, about three to one.™

hment. |
The musket and rifle were thus quite distinct weapons. The |
et and bayonet were the weapons for the line of battle, where
¢ target was not an individual but another line, and when the lines
closed the hayonet was ready for use. Firearms were very sensitive
to the weather ; after long-continued or heavy rain they were useless,
and lack of a bayonet was then fatal. To take advantage of the power |
of the rifle, fire must be opened at a longer range, and its accuracy |
utilized in aiming at individuals. It could not be used with the
musket in the line of battle, for the smoke then prevented the rifle-
man from sceing his target, thus nullifying the principal advantage
Its slow loading and lack of a bayonet made the rifle weak against
the advance of a determined enemy, so this weapon was best adapted
to the light troops, which acted outside of the line of battle. Firing
from positions in woods and on rough ground, difficult for the rigid
line of the period, they could retreat when pressed and avoid a hand-
to-hand engagement. The qualities of the musket and rifle were
such that they could not be used together, but they could, in the
hands of separate bodies, be combined to their mutual advantage.|
This idea was expressed by an American military writer in 1811,
who said that “ where the musket ends, the rifle begins ”. He also
noted that a rifle corps is distinct from any other species of troops!
and useless in close combat.™ \
At the beginning of the Revolution, England had no riflemen,
and so called for Jiger in her German contingents. These were
trained riflemen, recruited from hunters and gamekeepers. They
wore a distinctive green uniform, and their orders in action were
given on the hunting horn, instead of the drum, as in the line infantry.
Among the Brunswickers serving with Burgoyne under General

11 Fremantle, p. 24.
12 Hoyt, Practical Instructions for Military Officers (Greenfield, Mass,, 1811),

p. 1I1.
AM, HIST. REV., YOL. XX1X.—20.
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Riedesel, there was a battalion of Jiger, over 650 strong.** The
Hessians had one Jiger company with the contingent that arrived
with de Heister in August, 1776, and another arrived with Knyp-
hausen in October. These two companies proved so useful that more
were called for, and the Landgrave furnished five companies, one of
them mounted, about a thousand rifles in all. Other companies came
from Hanau and Anspach.'

The Jiger rifle was by no means the equal of the American. It
was short-barrelled, and took a ball of nineteen to the pound. The
fixed sights were set for 100 yards. With its large ball and a small

powder charge, this rifle was of low velocity, high trajectory, strong seems that, while the American rifleman was a most efficient 1
recoil, limited accurate range, and slow fire. It was the @ soldier individually, and while rifle corps were of the highest value, |

that had been introduced into America in 1700. Tt had no bayonen? ?ﬂmlm the characteristics of their arm confined their activities

y. This regiment served until July, 1778,
2 Corps like those of Marion, Sumter, and

In 1776 Captain Patrick Ferguson, of the British 79 oot, to a secondary place.
invented a breech-loading rifle, which could fire four aimed/sfo On October 26, 1776, the secretary of the Board of War wrote to

the Committee of Public Safety of Maryland with reference to rais-

minute.’® In 1777 he was sent to America with one hund cer: : i
and men, armed with the new rifle and uniformed in the rifle ing a rifle company. He said that the company would be much more
| green” With him came special instructions, anfhérizing i serviceable if armed with muskets, as * there is a superabundance of
riflemen in the army. Were it in the power of Congress to supply |

select men from the various regiments. General : r
i time the chief authority on light infantry, and-this LS RN L muskets, they would speedily reduce the number of rifles, and replace
! have annayed kim. - But the corps was formed, 3 R Ak | _Myigh&efm,\gshyaﬁmmﬂy%ﬁzpﬂmmpex
for the first time at Elk Head, August 2 covered the | fired oftener, and have the advantage of ba : :

advance of Knyphausen’s division at ne, where | In 1777 General Wayne wrote to the Board of War that he

: determined to have all his old rifles exchanged for muskets an

| bayonets, as experience had taught that the rifles were not fit for
’.\ the field ; he wished to keep only a few rifles, for issue to real marks-

¢ themselves in loading, and
i A men. In 1778 he wrote again:

& Rangers lpst seventeen. Ferguson's
ncorporatéd into the light companies I don't like rifles—I would almost as soon face an Enemy with a gooc
%’[usket and Bayonet without amunition—as with amunition without 2

ayonet; for altho’ there are not many instances of bloody bayonets ye
1 am Confident that one bayonet keeps off an Other. . . . The enemy

owing the Defenseless State of our Riflemen rush on—they fly—miz
with or pass thro’ the Other Troops and communicate fears that is evel
Incident to a retiring Corps—this Would not be the Case if the Riflemer
had bayonets—but it would be still better if good muskets and bayonet
\were put into the hands of good Marksmen and Rifles entirely laid aside
|For my own part, I never wish to see one—at least without a bayonet*®

| In 1808 General Graham of North Carolina, writing of the south
| ern campaigns of the Revolutionary War, said that it was unfortunat
|

s . | 10 Simcoe, Journal of the Operations of the Quaen's Rangers (Exeter, 1787
IIL 26, 28. ;.vw'bﬁ pp. 2, 167.

{138, I8 Al 20 Graham, Life of Morgan (New York, 1856), pp. 123, 215

nerican MSS. in the Royal Institution, L o3. Wa ‘2-.:‘ 21 Force, American Archives, fith ser., 1L 1247,

ilkins, Some British Soldiers in America (London, 1914), p. '#52. L | 22 SHillé, Maj.-Gen. Anthony Wayne, p. 118,

|

Hessions and other German Auxiliaries (New York, 1884), p.

£

o
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that there were no other kind of militia there than riflemen. He
quoted Daniel Morgan, the great rifleman, as having said to him,
referring to the campaign of 1777 in New York: “ My riflemen
- would have been of little service if they had not always had a line of
| Musquet and Bayonette men to support us; it is this that gives them
confidence. They know, if the enemy charges them they have a
place to retreat to and are not beat clear off.” **

. On August 17, 1777, Henry Laurens wrote to Colonel William
‘Thnmpson, commenting favorably upon the latter’s request for au-
thority to replace half his rifles with muskets and bayonets It
seems to have been the colonel’s intention to have rifle cnmpames in
the regiment which he could use for skirmishing, thus combi
‘one regiment the two species of troops—light (rifles) and
(musketmen).* General Stephen, on October 17, 1776, tho
wmﬂd be decidedly for the good of the service to replace
of the 4th Vu'g-lma w:r.h muskets a.nd bayonets; * and Coll

Notes and Suggestions

| Februa.ry, 1776, reported apologetically that he ha
Iito arm one of the eight companies with rifles
|lnot available.?

| General Peter Muhlenberg shows us th
- Aty the rifle was inferior to the musket.

| from Winchester, February 23, 1777

Excellency with another pctiu

whole regiment consists at prese

have made to the southward last s

m a march, where soldiers are

%muaﬂy exposed to the weathe
) erefore request your

ents, and their arms con-
are of little use. I would
ellency\to convert my regiment into mus-
nof the\commander-in-chief is expressed

!:“ I'us reply to Muh) the staff officer writing in the
yame of Washln gion lency, satisfied with the justice
af your ohw'va' i 2§, has“determined to have as few used
B ' uskets into the hands of all those bat-

y well acquainted with rifles.” **
gkness of the rifle appears from the above quota-
n/loading, and without a bayonet, the rifleman

i, Gen. Joseph Graham and his Papers (Raleigh, 1904), p. 135.
ters of Members of the Continental Congress (Washington,

sh/A unmm., L of MajGen, Pater Mublenberg (mwm%m,' \
-
%2 ")

5 restricted to rough coun-
It also appears that the
an they could use. They required
d that they could meet the British

Joux W. Wricnr,
Colonel U. S. Infantry.

Tue Hisrory INQUIRY

into the present content, organization, and tendencies
teaching in our schools is being made at thefequest of the

Edgar Dawson of

perimentation of the Insti
College, Columbia University.
appointed under the authogi
torical Association,
tribute to thc investj

will be supervised by a committee
officers of the American His- |
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