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304 WRITINGS OF WASHINGTON 

M r . Duplessis Brevet should bear the same date, vizt. the 26th. 
November. 

I have the honor, etc. 1 4 

Head-Quarters, V . Forge, Wednesday, January 14,1778. 
Parole Perseverance. Countersigns Peace, Plenty. 
The Majors of Brigade w i l l deliver a list of the Field Offi

cers in the Several brigades to which they belong tomorrow at 

The Court-Martial which was to sit this day, to sit tomorrow 
ten o'clock at the Bake-House near Head-Quarters. 

Sir: Your Letter of the 9th. Instant was delivered to me Yes
terday, and I immediately acquainted the Forage Master Gen
eral w i t h such parts of it as related to his Department. I f proper 
Magazines for the Subsistence of the cavalry cannot be formed 
at Trenton this is an insurmountable obstacle to their quarter
ing there, and they must of necessity be removed to Fleming-
town or some other convenient place i n that neighbourhood, 
where the proper supplies can be obtained. But i f the only 
objection to Trenton be a little difficulty that may at first occur 
i n procuring the most desirable Quarters for the Officers and 
Men I would not have any time lost in seeking farther, the Bar
racks and the Town together w i l l certainly furnish ample Quar
ters for the Galley Men and the Cavalry. The latter may w i t h 
more propriety be billeted on the Inhabitants, in order to have 
their Horses immediately under their eye. 

" I n the writing of John Laurens. It is indorsed as read in Congress on January 19 
and " request granted." The draft, also in Laurens's writing, varies in many, but not 
important, particulars. 

G E N E R A L ORDERS 

orderly-time. 
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1778] CA VALRY HORSES 305 

As so much has been said of the Character and abilities of 
M r . Crovatch, 1 81 have no objection to his being engaged i n the 
capacity of Exercise Master for a few months; at the same time 
I must caution you against a fondness for introducing foreign
ers into the Service; their ignorance of the Language of the 
Country and of the genius and manners of the people, fre
quently occasion difficulties and disgusts which we should not 
run the risque of, Unless it be in favour of extraordinary Tal
ents and good Qualities. I shall give orders to the Quarter 
Master to employ the Armourer at Easton for the Service of 
the Cavalry, provided he has not been previously engaged i n 
any other way, by the Commissary of Military Stores. 

I must postpone any decision w i t h respect to the Horses, unt i l 
the arrival of the Committee of Congress, as I am i n daily ex
pectation of those Gentlemen. I hope you w i l l not be long kept 
in suspence, i f you can i n the mean time, engage the Owners 
to keep their Horses on the spot, you w i l l take every proper 
step for that purpose. J have no objection to your making Tria l 
of the abilities of Mr . Betk in 1 6 as Brigade Major for the present, 
it w i l l soon be discovered whether he is equal to the Office. 
I am, &ca. 1 7 

G E N E R A L ORDERS 

Head-Quarters, V . Forge, Thursday, January 15,1778. 
Parole . Countersigns . 
Colos. H u m p t o n 1 8 and Gibson, 1 8 L t . Colo. Vose 2 0 and Majors 

Furnald 2 1 and Ba l l 2 2 are appointed to repair to the several 

" Michael dc Kowatz. He became commandant of the lancers of Pulaski's Legion, 
and was killed before Charleston, S. C , in May, 1779. 

" H e n r y Bedkin. He was a Pennsylvanián; had been adjutant of the Fourth Conti
nental Dragoons and was appointed a captain in Pulaski's Legion in April, 1778; 
served to the close of the war. 

" T h e draft is in the writing of John Laurens. 
" Col. Richard Humpton, of the Eleventh Pennsylvania Regiment. 
" C o l . George Gibson, of the First Virginia Regiment. 
" L i e u t . Col. Elijah Vose, of the First Massachusetts Regiment. 
M M a j . Tobias Fernald, of the Twelfth Massachusetts Regiment. 
K M a j . Burgess Ball, of the Fifth Virginia Regiment. 
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