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It is not the intention of the authors to give a his- of the's ing/eflect on the English of a horde of
tory of the Legion,” however much it may be outlandis stumed and exotically armed ir-
wanting, but to offer the results of their joint re- egulay/light horse, similar to the Basm‘akv of the
search on the Legion in the quartermaster and leven Years War, but he did approve a “corps of
ordnance records, and the headquarters corres- ancemen” on 31 December 1777.7 Acting on this
* pondence of the Continental Army. As will be evi- nhority, Pulaski lost no time in dispatching a
dent, the material which follows is not only fr. equipped lancer for the Commander in
mentary, but, in spite of its volume and detail, hief’s inspection.?
too many gaps to permit a complete reconstruc= With headquarters in Trenton, Pulaski placed
tion of the Legion’s appearance. With rgspect to Michael de Kowatz, then a civilian adviser, and

the Legion, the authors believe they{fave ey later commander of the legion, in charge of a pur-
hausted the resources in the Washing] B.E. chasing expedition to Easton, Pennsylvania, but,
area, and hope this article will elici i- as Pulaski reported in his own words, 4 February
butions based upon research in localities. 1778, **. . . in Eastown thi Murchants & treatsmen
We have retained as much as passi briginal ar not wiling to delive thi Necesaris wanting for
style, spelling, and punct n i quoted want of Money.” In spite of this impediment, the
materials. efforts of Kowatz yielded the following itemized
Although the subject of 1 aper i the legion price list of clothing and accoutrements.®
of horse and foot raise Sount Pulaski, it An account of the Pattron of Cloathing &e made at
P Easton under the inspection of Col® Kowaiz for the use
would be useful to ¢ first unit he of the Cavalry under the Command of General Pulaski
formed, which may bexegarded as a prototype of Easton Feby. 4th. 177§
- = sl $ = £ sD
the Independent/Legion) Rulaski, a Polish noble T i s
been given command 2 Dranadiers Caps. ... .o sisvaussssneivas 410
appoinlment which 3 Buck Skin Coats & Jackets .. . 22 10
to Both Pulaski d 4 Portmantous ........ccoaiaens w 318
o both S105KL ail 5 Cartouch Hoxes 1 53 10
cers of horse. Preferring a field 6 Pike 5 310
com , on 23 November 1777, sent 7 Bridle Bits ... 1ok
WasHi p dation fi of 8 Stirrup lrons .., 1 26
asi P ref:ommcn ation Ior a corps 9 one Pair of Hoslers 10
cruited from the cavalry at large, 10 Saddle Cover ofﬁhnp Skin ... X
© winter quarters, Some 120 troopers :1f'.::[.'|:.)1 Bacdlc e . i
enlisted in a “Squ:ldrnn of Bosniques“ 13 Bridle Ruins and Head Piece & Girths leafed 2 6
a laced under Pulaski’s personal direction for 14 Curry Comb and brush 1 26
aining, which would render them masters of the 15 Forrage Ropes ... £ 9
S ey E = % 16 1 large and | small rhag s 14
lafite in . . . Two or Three days.* 59 14 0

is not known if Washington thought in terms Subject to confirming orders from Washington,
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Pulaski opened negotiations with an armorer in
“Cartown™ who would furnish “pikes, Pistols Car-
bine &ec.”” However, between late February and
early March 1778, Pulaski abandoned his idea of
a squadron of “Bosniques™ in favor of a full-
fledged legion.

In a letter to the President of Congress, dated
14 March 1778, Washington suggested that Pu-
laski’s limited prototype force be reduced in favor
of a larger unit independently raised so as to
avoid any conflict with other commands then re-
cruiting for the Continental Line. Two resolutions
of Congress, dated 28 March and 6 April 1778,
authorized Pulaski’s Legion, “. . . an independent
corps to consist of 68 horse, and 200 foot, the
horse to be armed with lances, and the foot to be
equipped in the manner of light infantry.” Each
trooper and light infantryman was to receive a
stock, cap, pair of breeches, comb, two pairs of
stockings and gaiters, three pairs of shoes, ong-set
of buckles, a spear, and a cartouch box. In a
tion, each trooper was to get a saddle, halters,
curry comb and brush, portmanteau, picket
pack saddle, and a pair of boots. Althoug
gress gave Pulaski leave to enlist deserters,
ington was chagrined to learn that Pulaski, n

serters as infantry, also included Br
in Legion ranks. Because he acted
ington’s consent, Pulaski was
to return the Englishmen to ¢

only among former enem
patriots of Maryland
Legion reached its a
ruary 1779, and the']
ment the Legion to
least 100 Mary}a !

i ea d the implied possibility
d Continental), How-
s de Segond, Pulaski’s

ook this action despite the Count’s
tter of gratitude written on 10 April
clame Genetlemen your steem and amity.
y legion, Maryland legion I'll endeavor
If to have that name for ever honoured by
our friends and feared by our eniemies.”*

Owing to the incomplete nature of the records,

some aspects of the Legion’s organ
1o question. It is not even certai

predecessor, the “Bosniq
posed strength of 2 captai
sign, 1 adjutant, 1 surgep
péters, 1 farrier,
I saddler, and 120 * T At the Legion’s
first major engagem
October 1778, iti
Legion *. . .

pan oot, 3 troops of
1. Artillery, and one brass

! Yaski’s own acount of the
ter to Congress of 16 October 1778,
ifleirien was also part of the Legion.

ous-document collection of the Mary-
togigal Society, covering 1779 through 25
August ard'signed by Captain Joseph Baldesqui,
L§fon paymaster, listed the following compo-
nents: Stafl, 1st Troop, 2nd Troop, Company of

seurs, Company of Grenadiers, 2nd Com-
pany of Infantry, 3rd Company of Infantry, and
upernumerary Company.

Muster rolls for July, 1779 and a payroll, pre-
served in the National Archives, gave the follow-
ing officers:**

o S S| Col.
Baron de Bose (dead) . ’

Bedaulx
Julius Montfort (resigned)
Le Brum de Colleiser ,
Joseph Baldesqui .

FREKEE . s v i

Samuel Sulivans

Seydelin ... ..

Bellwile . . .

John Texier ......oooenriinniinnn

Lann.......

Fred Sander .., ...

Godfroid Leopald ..................... Rid.
Troop and company commanders were:

R s o MR TR e arnie s i Capt, Zielinski

2nd Troop . .. -Capt. Peter Bentalon

3rd Troop. ..., . ..Capt. Henry Bedkin

Company of Chasseurs .. Lt. William Leath

Company of Grenadiers ............ Capt. de Segond

2nd Company of Infantry ..Capt. le Brun de Bellcoure

3rd Company of Infantry _......... .. .. Capt. Paske

Supernumerary Company.i..i.cuuuns Capt. Baldesqui

The last company carried on its rolls 2 lieutenants,
1 sergeant, 2 corporals, 1 drummer, and 24 pri-
vates. The companies of foot were similarly organ-
ized, and the cavalry had trumpeters instead of
drummers, and a volunteer or two attached to
each troop. It should be noted that Baldesqui's
pay voucher does not have an entry for the 3rd
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Troop, but there is a payroll for this troop in the
National Archives. This troop might have been
left off the pay voucher either through a clerical
error or because it simply was not paid regularly
during this period. By Continental Army stand-
ards, both would be valid explanations.

There is considerable question as to the appear-
ance of the Legion owing to the scarcity of con-
temporary descriptions. A deserter from Captain
de Segond’s company, listed in Lefferts (p. 87), is
described as wearing, in April 1778, a “blue coat
and white breeches.” The only eyewitness account
to come to light is that of an American civilian
who saw some “. . . 400 men in their uniform of
nearly white. . . . Furthermore, he observed that
“. .. the Legion was formed most of prisoners of
Burgoyne’s Army, Germans, and others. . . .”™**

Receipts and vouchers for services rendered and
supplies purchased for the Legion, preserved in
the National Archives, make it clear that the
Legion was rather specially uniformed and equip-
ped." These certificates, and a confirming accoury
of expenses incurred in raising the Legion, seem
to originate from the Philadelphia area durin,
1778. It should be borne in mind that Philadelp
became the Continental Army’s principal su
center at this time and Pulaski was authorized
draw upon Continental stores after he-had ex-
ceeded the amount of $130.00 allow

of paper pasted, without any
sheets. To better convey the info
to offer, they are here pre
arrangement and by date,
ber (italicized) in each of
number assigned by the-Nati

Je for a sword 15/
ith reins rings and buckles

n Legion under Genl Pulaski

cd August 19th 1778 of Major Count of Montfort
good sadles which are judged by the General
proper numerous & made in & Different way of the
Dragoons’s Sadles "

John Huggins DQMG

17710. Captn Baske Phila Sep 2d 1778 To Signw
4 Bridle Breast plates and Cruppers |

On 23 May 1778 the Massa
ordered that “... Capt
Frederick Paschke for
commanded by Genl Pu
—charg'd to the Confingn

amfue] Stefersmith
handles Cleaning and
3 swords at 22/6
officers-swords
s box to a rifle 1:2:6
<ki to Samuel Hessersmith July
dning a Dubble Barrel Gun 1:10:0
hnyder to Painting and Letter 350
a per piece Oct 14 1778,
delphja Oct. 14th 1778 Receiv'd of General
00 muskets & Bayonets, 100 Caterage
X the New Construction, 100 Bayonet Belts
one rifle 3 pistles for the use of the Army of the
United States Jonathan Gastelowe Comy of Mil
Stores
Deliver Lt Carberry for the use of a Temporary
Troop of Light Horse formed from Col Hartley’s
Regt 18 small cartouch Boxes out of the super-
numerary articles in your possession bought for the
Legion Baldeski 24 Oct 1778

Clothing

17765. 1778 P 1o Petter Girard april 28 75, 134 yards % blue
cloth at 805

17737. Genl Count Polasky to Wm Haltery 1778 June 18 t0
making 150 overholls at 15/, to d* of 85 Hunting
shirts 15/, to d° 24 shirts 15/, to d® 200 cloth port-
mantels att 2276, 1o d” of 300 pair of gaiters for sol-
diers att 7/6 to d” of 50 baggs

17730. Col Kowatz to Abraham Clark Dr Bethlehem July
215t 1778 to 50 pairs lather gaiters at 10 dols to 160
pairs shoes at 6 dols

17714. Philadelea Aug 20/78 General Polasky to Henry
Mooses Dr To 200 pair of boot tops at 10/ Pr pair

19480, Received Aug 21 — the sum of 25 dollars for 52
feather made for General Pollaskey

Mary McAllister

4 pair new | pr damagd lather Breeches, 86 groce
coat buttons USA, 10 Groce & 5 dozen vest d* All
which are Recd into the Clothier Generals Ware-
house pr John Miller ACG

The buttons and drummers’ coats were doubt-
lessly loaned from Continental stores for use until
the coats cited in item 177/9 were made up.
Whether red continued to be the color of drum-
mers’ coats is unknown, but, in view of the large
quantity of USA cypher buttons returned to the
Clothier General, it seems reasonable to presume
that a unique Legion button had been adopted
and supplied along with the coats.'®
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19483, Received from Capt Baldesque hundred and ninety
two dolars for 48 yards of white Lace [ sold Him
for Genl Count Pulaskis Legion Phila 12 Sepr 1778
John Richard
17724. Phila 16 Sepr 1778 Capt Boldascay to John Shap-
hate Polk for fifty Dragoon Caps at twenth dollar
for cap £375.0.9 Repairing caps and puting hair in
the Combs 18.0.0
17766. Phila 27 September 1778 Capt Baldisky to Nicholas
Weever to 50 yards of Black cloth a £3,15
19503. Recd of Capt Baldesqui 100 pounds for 400 White
fathers sold to him for General Count Pulaskis
Legion Phila 28 Sept 1778
John Hensel
" 17996 Capt. Pasky Philadelphia Oct. 4th 1778 Genral von
Bolaski 10 Anothony Umbereit to 126 pairs of
Caters at 7/6
17719. Genl Pulaski Dr to Henry Rice for making the fol-
Jowing cothes by order of Capt Boskey Esqr viz 1778
August 31th to 86 light dragoones coats at £1.10/ to
7 rampeters coats 1..10 to 60 jackets at 15/ 1o 271
infantry coats at 1..10/ 10 4 drummers coats and
jackets at 2.5

It will be noted, from the prices of the above
coats and jackets, that there is not the usual dif-
ference in quality between uniforms of the soldi
and the musicians. Therefore, color must have
been the primary means of distinction.

19577. Recd Philad August 1778 from Henry Snydér of
Major Mountforts Troop Light Dragoons 6] bu
sins, 5 small skins with the hair on, 5 buckski) -
ets, 8 black stocks, 6 knapsacks, 8 canteens. For Jn
Mitchell Esy. DQMG

17693, For the use of Genl Pulasky’s Legio
Ist September 1778 200 Hard m
John Camin Maker

19568. Philada 11 September 1778 R
Pulaskis Legion by the ha
old Lt Dragoon Caps, 2 nel

18812, War Office Nov 78 Delive LY Ca

mentioned equip

ing to the Legion,
their inclusion i

regoing. The numbers (italicized) in the
and column are the original voucher num-
{ the prices have been deleted for the sake of
evity.

A General Account of the Expenfse
by General Count Pulaski for his
32, For the Making of 560 Coats
30 leather waistcoats with
90 woolen breeches
222 Jackets

150 OverHolls
85 Hunting Shirts
24 Shirts
426 pairs gaiterp
200 cloth portem
50 Baggs
33. 134 % Blue
5 mmissioned officers

aces for the trumpeters coat 90
rumpelers

and bind trumpets.
ing 20 overpack saddles., to d* 355 canteens
sshing & mending 37 pairs leather breeches
pairing 45 pairs of boots
éﬁ 10 232 Lather jackets with Slewes
82 leather breeches at 20:0:0
404d° at 24:0:0
Turskins to treemer the Dragoons coat

The term “furskin™ may possibly refer to a type
of cloth, now no longer in use. During the 18th
century, the hussar pelisse was more often than
not trimmed with the natural fur of an animal;
however, it must be observed that in this instance,
the reference was made to coats, thus leaving the
exact cut of the garment open to question.
40. 360 Pairs knee buckles
24 pairs sisars
41. 50 Lather gaiters
20 pair gaiter top
100 pair Boots at 10/
50 ditto at 11/5
(no number) 2200 Nails for Shoes & Boots & mending of
them 150 pairs Boots Buckles for the Standarts & two
pennents
42 64 Leather caps at 100/
61 ditto 16.D
50 ditto 20.D
100 Knup sacks
30 pack saddles & knapsacks
120 Dragoon’s saddles complete @ £14.
78 ditto @ £17.
120 Sheep Skin to cover the Saddles
144 Bridles & Bits
34 halters
98 Cartridge Boxes
126 Sword Belis
60 Swifltes & belts
To Repairing of Caps
54 Riflles Pickers
21 covers for the Carabinez
100 pair pistol holsters
(o number) 200 halters Rupes
4450 yards of Black cluth 1o put around the Soldicrs
capes [sic] 450 feathers

e




Historical Society. From the Index of American Design and
reproduced by courtesy of the National Gallery of Art.

At this point a summa}y of the fragmen
ing on headgear is appropriate. Bg

which the form and place

and a white feather. Th 0
£ON d-hair, is also un-

“dragoon cap,” with its

known, but may be suggest th weathervane
figure of Count /P ’, whi

museum of the K L

Sword Slings

2 Hatshes caps
y 400 Combs
| * 12 Blankets
. 46. 220 Liule Hatshes

‘o0 fifes and the teaching
< 49. To have the trumpets teached

2. for three french horns

On succeeding leaves of the jacket containing
ke expense account of Pulaski, is a long “list of
deserters from Count Pulaskis Legion with the
Cloaths and Accoutremenis they carried with,”
containing more than 50 names along with the
quantity of each item taken by each deserter. A
representative “Dragoon” deserted with: a coat, a
“Skin Jackett,” one pair of “Skin Breeches,” a pair
of boots, a black stock and buckle, 2 shirts, 2 pair
of stockings, a sword belt, swivel and belt, 1 hunt-
ing shirt, a carbine, sword and sling, 1 pistol, a
great coat, cap, blanket, one pair of knee and boot
buckles, and a cavalry cartridge box. The typical
Legion infantry deserter had a coat, woolen jacket
and breeches, linen jacket, overalls, a pair of shoes,
a black stock with buckle, shirts, stockings, cap,
knapsack, bayonet belt, firelock, but never a great
coat. These lists were also undated but were in the
same hand that drafted the general expense
account.

The Philadelphia area was not the only center
for equipping the Legion. Along with recruiting in
Maryland, the Legion was able to take advantage
of the quartermaster and commissary stores avail-
able in the port of Baltimore. Captain George P.
Keeports, Maryland’s Clothier General was in-
structed by the Council of the State of Maryland
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on 21 April 1778, to furnish clothing to recruits of
the Legion on the same basis as recruits for the
Maryland Continental Line. According to orders
issued by the Council from 19 May to 29 June
1778, to the Commissary of Stores, the following
items were to be delivered: “. . . two Horse Trum-
pets,” *. . . as many Camp Kettles . . . allowing
six men to a Mess,” 2 drums, leather breeches at
£6 per pair, 200 shirts, 69 oznabrig overalls, 4
rifles, 40 canteens, and 5 pair of pistols.'” On 12
August 1778 the Governor received a request from
Baron Bose for “. . . some Blue or Grey Cloth to
make Cloaks for my officers as they are in great
want of Cloaks and their being such a great
scarcity of Blankets.”'®

The Jast known issue of clothing to the Legion
is dated 22 March 1780 and consisted of: 1 coat,
21 vests, 36 pair of woolen hose, 15 pair of shoes,
21 shirts, 22 boots, 1 watch coat, 12 pair of lgather
breeches, 20 woolen caps, 20 pairs of mittens;
16 stocks.' Analysis of these lists still does n
offer a complete picture of the Legion’s dréss/al-
though much is revealed about its eq

Nothing is given concerning the design ofthe

<
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as to facing color.
Perhaps some clue to P|

among the U. 5. R¢
laneous papers in
Library of Congre

offoyel blue cloth
gs/for the facings and lapels of which 500 is scar-
0 green, 500 crimson, 500 duffle or white, 500

ye

,000 annes of blue shalloon to line the coats

7,000 annes of linen to line the breeches, pockets and the
like

,000 dozen white coat buttons
10,000 dozen small white vest buttons
10,000 annes of linen for shirts

5,000 blue caps
10,000 sticks of colored twist for collars and pockets
10,000 pairs of shoes
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Officers were to receive a smaller propertion of
fine quality cloth of the same colors.

An article of equipment which can be fairly well
defined is the saddle. A vexed Washington wrote
to Pulaski on 14 February 1778:

Among the Articles of Charge alluded to above, that
of the Sheep Skin Saddles, is particularly extravagant,
perhaps this may be owing to the Lining. you will be so
good as to inform me at what rate you can contract for
the Tree of the Saddle alone, the Skin Covers may be
procured from the public Butchers, without being an
Article of additional expense.™®

That Pulaski managed to overcome the objections
of his commander in chief, can be deduced from
the quantity and type of saddles found in the
Legion’s expense account.

Further means of distinguishing the Legion is
found in the type of brand used to identify its
mounts. An adverlisement signed by Kowatz,
“Col. Command. of the American Legion,”
offered a reward for two horses strayed or stolen
in Trenton, 28 October 1778, “. . . both branded
L. L." i.e,, Independent Legion or First Legion.?

Of all the equipment and clothing issued the
Legion only one recognizable artifact has survived
—the standard of the Legion, which is in the c

+  lection of the Maryland Historical Society. A pole
and belt is said to have accompanied the standa
when it was acquired by the Society,
present locations awaits future determina
standard was described, during the 19th century
by a Rev. E. A. Dalrymple of
follows:

The Banner is twenty inches
to a lance when borne on the fi¢

SR or corners of the
ilk, relievéd with white to
#s. 3. The ball of the eye is
k brown. 4. The rays
5. The letters arc yel-
is the letters are two

light brown;
around the cye

thirds of bri e third of green silk;
= same. i Jhe berdering near the edges
bright yellow and green, exacily like

the 1 inge was of silver, or some white
bully metallic. though now tarnished or

s are bright yellow. The words encir-
“U.8." “UNITAS VIRTUS FOR-
ion makes valor stronger,” contain an
ast word. The letter “C" in the last word
5 a “T." Around the All-Sceing Eye, on the re-

rsc, are the words “NOW ALIUS REGIT,” or, “No
heg governs,”? S

the death of Count Pulaski at Savannah

on 14 April, the Legion was di$
maining men drafted into
other corps operating i
ment.**
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