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.~ By ten o'clock,

the battle, the most crucial
(ar, was waged with in-
By nndmghr. of July 4th,

nd his army were retreating to-
Potomac, leaving behind them

92 killed, 12,709 wounded and 5,150
sing. The Union losses were 3,0‘.'2
~killéd, 14,497 wounded, 5434 missing.
== few days after the battle, Andrew
J. Curtain, Governor of Pennsylvania,
visited the battlefield to make provision
for the burial of the dead and the care
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of the wounded. He designated David |

Wills, a prominent citizen of Gettys-
burg, to supervise the task and to render
any other appropriate service in behalf
of the state,

Mr. Wills early conceived the idea of
establishing a national cemetery, to be
consecrated and shared by the eighteen
states whose sons had participated in
the three days’ battle, Governor Cur-
tain concurred in the plan and author-
ized Mr. Wills to enter into negotia-
tions with the governors of the other
seventeen states.

The date set apart for the consecra-
tion of the grounds was originally Oc-
tober 23rd. Edward Everett, by com-
mon consent the foremost orator of the
time, was unanimously selected to de-
liver the oration at the dedication.

Mr. Everett promptly acknowledged
the invitation and, after pleading en-
gagements which would prevent his
acceptance at any time during the
month of October addeds
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The Real Story of the Gettysburg Address—by Joseph 'f’muzl

“Should such a postponement of the
day first proposed be admissible, it will
give me g'reat pleasure to accept the
invitation.”
 The 19th of November was accord-
ingly agreed upon for the commemora-
tion ceremonies. Formal invitations to
attend were then sent to President Lin-

_ coln and his Cabinet, to General Meade,
to the Governors of the interested

. states and others. President Lincaln
was not at this time invited to speak.

* Some of the members of the Cemetery
Board exptessed doubt that he could do
justice to the occasion. After some dis-
cussion, it was decided to ask the Presi-
dent, as head of the nation, to deliver
a few appropriate remarks and Mr.
Wills addressed the following letter to
him on November 2nd:

“The several states having soldiers in
the Army of the Potomac, who were

— killed at the battle of Genysburg, ar
have since died at the various hospitals

established in the vicinity, have pro- H

cured grounds on a prominent part of
the field for a cemetery, and are

buried. These grounds will
~ crated and set apart to thiss
pose, by appropriate cerer

én

Thursday, the 19th ins! an, Ed-
ward Everett will deliver on. I
am authorized by the g of the
different States to gu to be
in these cere-

monies, which deuhtless be very

— imposi pressive. It
is the desir; oration, you,
as Chief ive of the nation, for-
mally se grounds for their

a few appropriate re-
be a source of great
o1 :.hemdowsnndorphans
sve—been made almost friendless
great battle here, to have you
ly; and it will kindle anew
he h&lsufthemmdasoiﬂme
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brave dead, who are now in the ten
field or nobly meeting the foe in
front, a confidence that they who slee
in death on the battlefield are "'li
gotten by those highest in auf horit:
and they will feel that, s]:loul he

be the same, their remains/w
uncared for. We hope yor

act to the soldier des
field.”

was a private ni

during his s
hotels in o
in confusion
the encl
Wills/ I 4yfite to invite you to stop
i 1 hope you will feel it your |
du ide pressing business for |
ay
rite to our brave soliders on the
tant.

s

ap-that time, and if you come you will
p{“?ase join them at my house.” t

A.-moucﬂ Edward Everett had
been invited to speak five
weeks before an invitation had been
sent to the President, no suggestion was -
made to him that he “lay aside pressing
business for a day” nor was any limita-
tion put upon him as to the character
of his speech.

Tt is an interesting and characteristic

commentary on the time and the event.
that Lincoln was treated with so much
contEmpt amd thal he accepted with s0
fnuch good grace. That he was solicl--
tous to attend and “to perform this last-.
rite to our brave soldiers,” is made evi-
dent in his note to Stanton, in rupmu
to the latter’s tentative plans for

“I do not 1 ﬁﬂt
“1 do ot wish

trip to Gettysburg.;
arrangement,” he wrote.
to so go that by the

me on here to perform this ——

Governor Curtain and [ =
ddward Everett will be my guests |
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we fail entirely and, at the best, the 0 t ati

whole to be a mere breathless running
5. of the gauntlet. But any way.”
( ] “On November 18th, we started from
Washington,” John Hay records in his
diary, “to go to the consecration of the
Soldiers” Cemetery at Gettysburg. On
our train were the President, Seward,
Usher, Blair, Nicolay and myself: Mer- |
— cier and Admiral Raymond; Bertinniti !
and Captain Isotta, and Lieut. Mar- niﬂ By z"‘}orﬁ‘?m:ﬂa;; :::m::
tinez and C. M. Wise; W. MacVeagh

conceived in Liberty, and

—— +.." and others. to/the propasition that all men ,
“At Gettysburg,” Hay records in his ual.
diary, “the President went to Mr. Wills, Now e are engaged in a great civil war,

who expected him, and our parnty broke é?un whether that nation or any nation
like a drop of quicksilver spilt, , . . conceived can long endure. We are met
went out after a while follo | E b“‘[‘f”‘{l’ld of that w”'r r}:‘:
= e come to dedicate a portion of it
mrsic to hear the T:m .The field, as a final resting place for those
dent appeared at * door, sai who here gave their lives that that nation
words meaning nothing, and (we might live, It is altogether fiting and
\ y i . proper that we should do this.
( J What Lincoln Said There But, in @ larger sense, we can not dedi-
0@ the CAle—we can not consecrate—we can not
Ballow this ground. The brave men, living
and dead, who struggled here have copse- | }
crated it, far above our poor power to add

by military and nay4 ) members  or detract. The world will little note, nor |
of the Cabine: g e-Supreme  long remember what we say here, but it
Court, Gover ther distin-  can never forget what they did here. Tt '
guished gues o to the scene s for us the living, rather, to be dedicated l
of the consecratio here to the unfinished work which they

piss A\ Tivi who fought here have thus far so nobly
In dug ‘ s E“:: ::::: advanced. It is rather for us ta be dedi- ]
. cated to the great task remaining before
of The Tnest | O these honored dead we take
loguence in the increased devation to that cause to which
d the pages they gave the last full measure of devotion |
v 2 fitting parallel be- —that we here highly resolve that these .|
absequies held over the Pelo-  dead shall not have died in vain—that this |
n soldiers who had been killed nation, under God, shall have a new birth |
ttle, when Pericles pronounced his  of fm:iom—&:nd that fmvemmmu of the
is oration, and the present occa- FeOPle, by the people, for the people, shall
4 am!yzed. the history and the 1Ot Perish from the earth.
of the Civil War, of which Many pages could be written con- |
Geltysbufg was the turning point, and cerning the effect of Lincoln’s address
characterized the rebellion of the South- on the audience. There is a score of

ern states as a crime against national reputable witnesses who g varied
savercignty. acoounts ol what Sy suw and heard.
i . RGe




The Real Story of the Geltysburg Address—by Joseph Tausek

Some aver that the President’s words
were received in “hushed silence,”
either because of their impressive
solemnity or that they did not realize
that the President had concluded his
remarks, Others are equally clear in
their recollection that his utterances
were loudly applauded.  Benjamin
French, whose hymn was sung and who
heard the address, three days after the
event wrote in his diary, “Anyone who
saw and heard the hurricane of applause
that met his every word at Gettysburg,
would know that he lived in every
heart. . . " Newspaper accounts pub-
- lished on the following day interpolated
periodic applause.

~  “As a matter of fact,” comments
. Ward amon, in his Recollections,
“the silence during the delivery of the
speech, and the lack of hearty demon-
strations of approval immediately after
its close, were taken by Mr. Lincoln as
certain proof that it was not well re-
ceived. In that opifion we

. . Mr. Lincoln said to me aft
return to Washington, ‘T tell you,

an oration—and Mr. E— spoke as
always does, perfectly; and the P
dent, in a firm, free way, with
grace than is 1 wont, said
dozen lines of consecratior=
music wailed, and we
through crowded and

How different from

Jud;-,mmt of _‘Iic a il i =

the platfo
Mr, Lincaol

honu the/ dnique ocussmn that doubt

pe {s0 brief yet so comprehensive, |

t vet so eloquent, linking the =
d of the present to the thoughts of !/
x%}?e Tuture, with simple words in such

ing, original, yet exquisitely moulded,
maxim-like phrases that the critics have |
awarded it an unquestionable rank as
one of the world’s masterpieces in
rhetorical art.” ;

an:c the few who instantly

recognized the far-reaching *

effect of the address was Wayne Mae- |

Veagh, who later distinguished himself /
wyer, Cabinet member, diplomat

and orator. He had gone to Gettys-

burg as the President’s guest and was

seated near him on the platform as he |

spoke, “T waited until the cﬁﬂ:h‘uinhu! |

guests who wished to do so had spoken.

to him, and' then I said to him with s

great earnestness, ‘Yi




platiorm for Mr. Everett’s daughter

should be glad if I could fatter myself
that I came as near to the central idea
of the occasion in two hours as you did
in two minutes.” Lincoln’s reply to
this—“T am pleased to know that in
your judgment the little T did say was
not a failure”—and the two other com-
ments given above are the only recorded
instances where Lincoln made any men-
tion of his Gettysburg address after its
delivery.

When and Where It Was Written

HE question “When and where

did Lincoln write the Gett
burg Address?” has been asked a
answered many times and in
ways. The most prevalent, becal
is the most popular, theory is
the journey from Washington t6(G:
burg, Lincoln wrote his maste
the back of an envelope

. O

of Abraham Lincoln 3
* of Slavery,” by T
lished in 1866,
that writer says,
+ the Capitol
notified that

s way from
ttlefield, was

e expected to
Retiring a short
he following ad-
ther writers took up the
given such universal
Raymnnd Shipman

that Mr. Everett was already in
ysburg and had been there for sev-
7 days. Then follows the dramatic
story that Lincoln asked Seward for
some paper, “to do a little writing,”
and on the brown wrapping paper which

sy ﬂ‘;
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A ,  Seward tore from a pacl ks,
said of the President's speech: “T i ' -

—

wrote his address.
One who was as

, 53

“A day fore the dedication
of the Na metery at Gettys-
burg, old me that he would
be e make a speech on the

he was extremely busy,
ime for preparation; and
atly feared that he would
ble to acquit himsell with

much less fill the measure of '

it,
Zﬁ:’.c expectation. From his hat (the
receptacle for his private notes
memoranda) he drew a sheet of
oolscap, one side of which was closely
written with what he informed me was
a memorandum of his intended address.
“This Tie read to me, first remarking that
it was not at all satisfactory to him. It
proved to be in substance, if not in
exact words, what

was alterwards .

printed as his famous Gettysburg
speech.” I

At nine o'clock in the evening of the
18th, Lincoln sent his servant to Mr.
Wills to request some writing paper.
Mr. Wills delivered it in person, where-
upon the President inquired, “Mr,
Wills, what do you expect of me to-
morrow?”  “A brief address,” Mr. Wills
responded,

“It was aiter the breakiast hour on
the morning of the 19th,” Nicolay
writes, “that . . . Mr. Lincoln’s private
secretary went to the upper room in
the house of Mr. Wills which Mr. Lin-
coln occupied, to report for duty, and
remained with the President while he
finished writing the Gettysburg address
during the short leisure he could utilize
for this purpose before being called to
take his place in the procession.”
i
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