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Mr. F L O O D . Mr. Speaker, the year 

1848 was a year of revolution on the 
European Continent. Europe was i n 
ferment. T h e forces of l iberal ism and 

nat ional ism, turned loose by the A m e r i ­
c a n Revolution of 1776 and the F r e n c h 
Revolution of 1789 and repressed i n E u ­
rope during the post-Napoleonic period, 
burst forth with renewed vigor to shake 
the foundations of the European system. 
Hungary was one storm center i n the 
struggle for national independence. 

Amer ica has her Washington; H u n ­
gary has her Kossuth . I n our W a r of 
Independence Washington came to the 
fore, and leading the forces of the R e v o ­
lution carr ied the cause of Amer ican i n ­
dependence to final fulfillment. We are 
the beneficiaries of the efforts of this 
great m a n ; we are the beneficiaries of 
the efforts of his heroic soldiei-s. 

I n the Hungar ian revolution of 1848 
Louis Kossuth , like Washington, came to 
the fore and led the forces of Hunga r i an 
independence. Unfortunately, Ko s su th 
and his compatriots failed in their a t ­
tempt to establish freedom and democ­
racy i n Hungary. Imper ia l R u s s i a i n ­
tervened in the war cf independence, and 
jo ining the forces of the Hapsburg E m ­
pire, succeeded in destroying the inde ­
pendence that the Hungar i an people had 
proclaimed. 

T h e Hungar ian cause was lost. But , 
even from failure there arises many 
wholesome things and from this great 
attempt at establishing independence i n 
Hungary there emerged a great leader 
of Hungar i an democracy: Louis K o s ­
suth. A leader of inestimable quality 
and ability Louis Kos su th has r ightly 
taken a place alongside of the world's 
great leaders of democracy and inde ­
pendence, men like Washington, Jeffer­
son, O 'Connel l and Bol ivar . 

Probably one of the most galling a s ­
pects of the present regime in Hungary 
is the attitude it has taken toward K o s ­
suth. Deceitfully, the Communists have 
attempted i n the i r propaganda to de ­
pict Louis Kossuth as a precursor of the i r 
own so-cal led l iberation regime. T h e 
Communists have used every propagan­
d i s t s contrivance to make this great 
Hungar ian leader appear as one of them. 
Indeed, this treacherous tactic is a pr ime 
example of the manner i n wh ich the 
Communists have used the good name of 
a great democratic leader to cloak their 
own tyranny and injustices. T h u s , they 
have sought to create the impression that 
the Communis I movement i n Hungary i s 
real ly a Hungar ian national ist move­
ment, entirely unrelated to the Soviet 
Union and the international Communis t 
conspiracy. Indeed, this is a vicious 
f raud that is being attempted upon the 
Hungar ian people, for Louis Kossu th and 
his patriots of 1848 were motivated by 
the highest democratic idesls ; they were 
men grounded firmly i n the C h r i s t i a n 
t rad i t ion ; they were above a l l else H u n ­
garians loyal to f i e cause of their n a ­
tion. I n a word, these men represent 
everything that we profess to be, great 
and pure, everything that is fundamen­
tal ly hostile to the concept of c o m m u ­
nism. 

Today as Hungary lies enchained in a 
new tyranny, a l l Hungar ians c a n look to 
Louis Kossu th and the patriots of 1848 
for inspiration i n their struggle for f ree­
d o m F o r them we i n Amer ica pray, as 
indeed Kossu th himself had prayed, tha t 
Hungary wil l one day be free. 
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