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Mr. Nixon and the Asian Subcontinent 
Mr. Nixon eased off support for Pakistan 

and positioned his administration for some kind 
of informal mediation between India and Pakistan0 

He ended arms shipments, a gesture of lack of 
confidence in President Yayha Khan. He listened 
so sympathetically to Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
that her government stopped inierentially blaming 
Washington for the Asian subcontinent's woes. The 
other day the White House press secretary pointed
ly observed that the American people might find 
it difficult to give humanitarian aid if fighting 
continued—a prospect that would hurt Pakistan 
more than India. And in a heavy application of 
pressure on Pakistan, the President has refused 
so far to bring the crisis before the Security 
Council. 

This stance toward the United Nations is key. I f 
Pakistan had American support, it surely would 
be crying out for U.N. intervention. For against 
the embarrassment of having its abuses in East 
Pakistan aired, it would stand to gain major advan
tage from focusing world attention on India's clear 
and admitted crossings of its frontier. True, Mos
cow's veto probably would keep Pakistan from 
getting what it most wants, a U.N. presence on the 
border. That is because the Indians oppose such 
a presence on grounds that it would neutralize their 
military pressure on Islamabad and could too easily 
become a wall blocking the return of the refugees. 
But a U.N. focus on India would help Pakistan's 
cause all the same. 

Mr. Nixon's hesitation to approach the United 
Nations has doubtless been fed by various political 

factors. He may fear that a Council debate would 
be bitter and ineffective (Peking's veto would pro
tect Pakistan, Moscow's veto India), or that a debate 
would bring on a Soviet-American political con
frontation that might in turn undermine his pro
spective trip to Moscow. But the immediate effect 
of his hesitation is unquestionably to put pressure 
on Pakistan. 

It seems doubtful that, in this interval, Mr. Nixon 
would want to risk an open mediation initiative. 
His best line of approach is perhaps indicated by 
the recent trial balloon, quickly shot down, that he 
was considering a personal appeal to President 
Yahya to release Sheik Mujibur Rahman, the East 
Pakistani figure who holds the key—if anyone does 
—to a political settlement. If Mr. Nixon is in fact 
privately pressing President Yahya to release the 
Sheik, then it could well serve him to hold off a 
bit longer on going to the U.N. 

However, i f Mr. Nixon is not so pressing Presi
dent Yahya. then he has no legitimate reason what
ever for holding off. For the only reason to delay 
is to try to force a political settlement that would 
preclude an all-out Indo-Pakistani war. That effort 
failing, neither the risks to other American diplo
matic initiatives nor the footdragging of other coun
tries nor the dim prospects of effective United Na
tions action would constitute an acceptable excuse. 
The spectacle of an American president sitting by 
while India and Pakistan went to unrestrained war 
would be unthinkable. Our responsibilities to global 
order no less than our membership in the United 
Nations commit us to the quest for international 
peace. 

The Tax Bill: Withdrawal at Home 
a venture in fiscal policy, President Nixon's 

bill has two large defects. It reduces public 
revenues, inflexibly and permanently, at a time 
of great need for health care, education, housing, 
and all the rest of that familiar list. And it also 
contains several flagrantly protectionist clauses of 
the sort most likely to invite a response in kind 
abroad. The bill is the work of a government that 
is prepared to turn away from its public respon
sibilities in favor of private consumption, and to 
turn away from international competition in favor 
of domestic industry. It is not a bill that speaks 
very highly of us as a nation. 

When the White House sent the bill to Congress, 
it was heavily biased toward benefits for business. 
The idea was to stimulate industry to expand and 
hire more people. But investment tax credits do 
not generally have much effect in slack times, 
when industry is operating far below capacity. The 
accelerated depreciation rules, which the bil l rati
fies, have been in effect since last January without 
any very remarkable effect on the economy. 

Congress has done a good deal to redress the 
balance, but chiefly by voting large reductions in 
individuals' taxes. Some of these reductions, par
ticularly those for people with low incomes, are 
entirely desirable. But the result is a bill that, as 
i t left the Senate, would reduce federal revenues 
by well over $16 billion next year. That amounts 
to more than'8 per cent of the present level of 
revenues, counting taxes, trust funds and all. It 
is a very -substantial piece of the purse. 

While the protectionist clauses involve compara

tively little money, they wil l have a highly un
fortunate effect on our reputation abroad. The 
administration itself wrote some of these restric
tions into its original version of the bil l , and Con
gress has made them much worse. The Senate has 
voted the President a sweeping authority to re
strict any imports adversely affecting American 
industries or our balance of payments. The Buy 
American clause applies the investment tax credit 
only to American products as long as the regretta
ble surcharge on imports remains in effect. The 
domestic international sales corporation (DISC) 
provision is an elegant tax dodge only vaguely 
related to its putative purpose of encouraging ex
ports. At best, it is the kind of hidden export 
subsidy that the administration deplores in other 
countries. 

There is a good deal of irony in several Repub
lican senators threats that Mr. Nixon might veto 
the bill. They want the veto in order to ki l l the 
campaign-financing provision, which is one of the 
tax bill's most valuable elements. And the fact is 
that the bill's most objectionable aspects, from the 
excessive and permanent investment credits to 
DISC, were in Mr. Nixon's original draft and were 
passed, with various modifications, by both houses. 
It is a profoundly imperfect bill and, aside from 
the campaign funding, offers little to applaud. 
But there is one very good reason to urge Mr. 
Nixon to sign it: its best provisions are highly 
controversial, while its worst are not. Given the 
present temper of both the administration and the 
Congress, any subsequent version is likely to be 
even more objectionable. 

Rescuing the Mayfloiver 
There has been much disturbing talk lately about 

replacing the 46-year-old Mayflower Hotel with yet 
another concrete-crated glassbox. But this talk has 
now been spiked by the news that Western Interna
tional Hotel, a subsidiary of United Airlines, has 
been signed up to help the Mayflower's owners, 
William Cohen and D. F. Antonelli, manage the 
famous hotel. The Western managers have made 
clear that they have come east not to demolish the 
place but to renovate it, and that is tremendously 
cheering. 

We profess to a certain partiality towards the 
Mayflower. It is, to be sure, not really an "old"' 
hotel. (What, after all, is a mere 46 years?) There 
is nothing particularly distinguished about the 
Mayflower's architecture (as there is about the 
doomed Willard, for instance). Nor is there much 
about the interior decor that lends itself readilv 
to a descriptive adjective or stylistic classification, 
except that we find it thoroughly pleasing and ap
propriate. The reason for this lack of an assertive 
architectural and interior style is that the May

flower was built in a period which, artistically 
speaking, was fairly nondescript, at least from 
today's perspective. But the period—the twenties-
did have a distinctive, i f not an assertive style. 
And the Mayflower has a great opportunity to 
develop that identity, to become as great and en
chanting a period piece of the 1920s as so many 
older hotels, (such as New York's Plaza) are of 
the 1890s. 

We hope the new managers understand this and 
that their modernization wil l not attempt to change 
the Mayflower into something it isn't. We particu
larly hope they abandon persistent plans to change 
the hotel's splendid lobby into a two-story shop
ping- mall with 40 or 50 stores. Another Tyson's 
corner at LaSalle Street would destroy the May
flower's ambience and renown and any prospect 
of a great future. This is not to say that a few 
more shops along Connecticut Avenue and LaSalle 
Street would hurt. But they should be shops within 
a great hotel, rather than a shopping center with 
rooms for rent on top. * 

The White House Conference on Aging 
Three White House Conferences have been held 

to date by the Nixon administration—on hunger in 
1969, on children in 1970 and on youth in 1971. A 
fourth conference, on aging, begins its working ses
sions Monday. Some 3,400 delegates are scheduled 
to attend the meetings, discussions and debates 
that wi l l last through Thursday. The reports of 
the three earlier conferences are now tucked away 
on quiet shelves, proverbial trees that fell un
heard in a forest. Yet, 3,400 people would not be 
gathering here if they didn't share some feeling 
of hope that life for the nation's 20 million over-65 
citizens can be improved. 

What this life is often like, i f the brush of sta
tistics can adequately paint a detailed picture of 
frustration and anguish, is clear. Older people 
comprise 10 per cent of the U.S. population—but 
20 per cent of all poverty victims. Thirty-three 
per cent of their personal income goes for housing, 
while younger citizens spend 23 per cent. They 
account for 25 per cent of apnual admissions to 
mental hospitals. Elderly homeowners—two-thirds 
of all older persons—often live on steady incomes 
while unsteady tax rates soar. In 1970, Medicare 
met only 43 per cent of aged people's health bill , 
down from 45 per cent the year before. Some 24,000 
nursing homes care for one million elderly, but as 
Representative David Pryor (D-Ark.) has reported, 
many are highly commercialized and dehumaniz
ing. 

Few of these facts are new to the delegates meet
ing here this week or to anyone who has been fol
lowing the useful work of the Senate Special Com
mittee on Aging. Its chairman. Senator Frank 

An Unremarked Presidential Birthday 

R e m e m b e r i n g F r a n k l i n P i e r e e ( W h i c h F e w P e o p l e D o 
AS IT HAS in the past, the country this 

week ignored the birth date of President 
Franklin Pierce who, in the opinion of those 
who have reviewed his presidency, ranks as 
the most obscure and among the least suc
cessful of the American Presidents. 

Pierce's obscurity is such that even hu
morous anecdotal material generated by his 
life and times has been forgotten, much like 
his presidential administration. For exam
ple, in 1845, Pierce, then a captain in the 
Mexican War, in a cavalry charge near Vera 
Cruz, Mexico, fainted and fell off his horse. 
During the presidential campaign of 1852, 

The writer, a U ashington attorney, 
is founder of Friends of Franklin 
Pierce, whose motto is "To rescue him 
from the obscurity he so richly </<•-
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Pierce's vice president, William R. King, 
was not present at the occasion and, by-
special act of Congress, was allowed to re
ceive the oath office in Havana, Cuba. With
in a few days after taking the oath, King 
proceeded to die. 

At the conclusion of the Inauguration day, 
Pierce upon returning to the White House 
with one of his aides, found the place in com
plete disarray, all the Fillmore servants hav
ing earlier departed. Finding only a single 
candle to light and undoubtedly cursing the 
darkness, Pierce could locate only a mat
tress on the floor upon which to spend his 
first night in the White House. 

Ur An ln.sl 

this incident was cited as evidence of 
Pierce's cowardice. In rebuttal, his adher
ents asserted that the true version of the oc
currence was that the horse had stumbled, 
and in the process of being thrown from the 
animal, the saddle horn struck Pierce in the 
groin, rendering him unconscious. 

Although he had been a former represent
ative and senator in the Congress prior to 
seeking the presidency, the quality which 
made Pierce most acceptable for the office 
was that he was a Northerner who held 
strong Southern sympathies in viewing the 
sectional issues which were then, in the pre-
Civil War days, rending the country. Per
sons of this stripe were, in some quarters, 
sneeringly referred to as "doughfaces." A 
bitter piece of doggerel on this theme was 
applied to Pierce who. like his predecessor 
Fillmore and successor Buchanan, were in 
the view of many, bent on ignoring or avoid
ing the key issues of the time—the expan
sion of slavery: 

"The dough, the dough; the facial dough 
The more that yields when yon tweak 

it so! 
It siglis jor the spoils—it sells it soul 
For a spoonful of pap from the Treasury 

bowl." 
IN recalling Pierce, aside from musing on 

the quaint occurrences of his life and admin
istration, two conclusions may be drawn. 
First, contrary to the conventional wisdom, 
an individual does not, merely by assuming 
the presidency, 'grow" in office. Pierce, as it 
were, although he had actively sought the 
office, in his inaugural address, with a cer
tain amount of unintended prophecy, stated 
that he had 'been borne to a position so suit
able for others rather than desirable for my
self" adding, "[Y]ou have summoned me in 
my weakness; you must sustain me by your 
strength." 

The Inauguration augured the administra
tion. The Inaugural Parade* was snubbed by 
the District of Columbia Fire Department be
cause of Pierce's failure to attend or even 
respond to an invitation to attend a party 
given in his honor by the Fire Department. 

At the oath-taking ceremony itself, which 
took place on a bitter wintry Washington 
day, rather than follow the practice of all 
his predecessors and read a prepared 
speech, Pierce delivered an extemporaneous 
oration of more than 3,000 words. During the 
extended course of these remarks 65,000 of 
the 80,000 member crowd left the inaugural 
scene. Due to the exposure, Abigail Fill-

went through four years in office without a 
change in his cabinet officials, which in
cluded Jefferson Davis, as the Secretary of 
War and soon to be President of the Con
federacy 

Various historians, viewing his administra
tion, have found little to discuss. One histo
rian, describing the work of each of the na-
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tion's Presidents with respect to their contri
butions to the City of Washington, states as 
to Pierce only that he carried on the work of 
Millard Fillmore in building an asylum, the 
predecessor of St. Elizabeths Hospital. An
other historian who has studied great presi 
dential decisions attributes three to Millard 
Fillmore, who has some claim to presiden
tial obscurity, and none whatever to 
Pierce. During Fillmore's administration 
Commodore Perry opened Japan to the 
West; the United States purchased that part 
of the Southwest which became known as 
the Gadsden Purchase: and I he first per
forated postage stamps were issued by the 
government. 

Pierce during his presidency, while horse
back riding in Rock Creek Park, ran a 
woman down and earned the distinction of 
being the first person, as President, to be in 
volved in a criminal offense. While this par
ticular incident may not have been attribute 
ble to his heavy drinking, Pierce was, as one 
historian put it, a "tragic figure" who "suf
fered from an overfondness for alcohol and 
a violent allergy to it." 

At the conclusion of his administration, 

For the Record,. 

Church of Idaho, has stated: " I think there is no 
country, that has the means as we do, that has done 
as badly in providing for the elderly as we have 
here in the United States. This is one of the grea*-
est travesties, I think, of the contemporary Ameri
can way. It's one of the most conspicuous of our 
failures. We have our successes, we have much to 
be proud of in this country, but this treatment of 
the elderly is something that we ought, by right, to 
be ashamed of, and 1 think that's why it cries out so 
for attention." 

Getting the federal government to do more for 
the elderly will be extremely difficult in the years 
ahead but not impossible. Politically, the old have 
strength, even though attention is now on thp 
youth vote. Business Week magazine, for example, 
points out that in Florida "older voters were W\?. 
deciding factor in electing two political unknowns 
to major office: Democrat Lawton M. Chiles Jr , 
to the U.S. Senate and Reuben Askew to the gover
norship." Nationally, the old account for 17 per 
cent of the voting population. 

Perhaps the most hopeful sign of this week's 
conference is that so many of the elderly them
selves—both in Washington now and in their home 
communities—are eager to be involved in follow-
up work that is fruitful. Time is what the aged do 
not have. As Dr. Flemming observed: "We are 
constantly saying, well, if we do some planning 
now, some years from now it may be possible for 
us to deal with a particular issue. But those who 
are elderly now haven't got the slightest interest 
in that kind of talk. My hope is that we will see 
coming out of the conference action programs that 
can be implemented within 15 months . . ." 

P o l i t i e s ' 4 D i r t y L i t t l e S e e r e i 
The following is excerpted from, a re

cent speecli by John W. Gardner, chair
man of Common Cause. 
If one examines the world of politics and 

government—local political machines, city 
government, counties, states, the Congress 
of the United States, regulatory agencies, 
the courts—it appears at first glance that 
most of these institutions are merely ineffi
cient. A second glance reveals that all too 
many of them are corrupt. 

Most of the political process has become 
—behind the scenes—a vast game of barter 
and purchase involving campaign contribu-

favors, favorable legal decisions, favorable 
location of defense installations. It is a game 
that is going on all the time at every level of 
government. And it is paid for ultimately by 
the American taxpayer. 

There are many honest and decent men 
and women in politics and we must honor 
them. But it is hard for them to survive. 

No one would be so foolish as to suggest 
that Americans can rid politics of the trad
ing of favors, or the rewarding of one's most 
loyal associates. But the situation has gone 
far, far beyond normal considerations of loy
alty, party cohesion and representation of 
one's constituency. 

Every level of government has enormous 
favors to hand out in grants and contracts. 
The selection of a developer for an urban re
newal contract may mean millions for the 
firm involved. Senators and representatives 
influence the allocation of billions in recla
mation projects, defense installations, model 

The President's capacity to reward his 
friends is immeasurable. Simply by the level 
at which he sets an item in the budget he 
can alter the outlook for an entire industry. 
By resisting or endorsing regulatory legisla
tion, he can alter the environment in which 
thousands of firms do business. 

The vast influence of money in politics is 
the "dirty little secret" that everyone knows. 
Mostly the money flows in the form of cam
paign contributions. 

When the campaign begins, the party mon
ey raisers go down their list of "friends"— 
the architect who received a commission for 
the new customs house, the bank that bene 
fitcd heavily from government deposits, the 
insurance company that profits from a huge 
policy, the wealthy developer who was 
tapped for the urban renewal program, the 
industry that received a tax break involving 
billions. The "friends" pay off. 

It is not just the U.S. citizen who is hurt 
by the vast, shady game of political barter 
and purchase. America as a nation is hurt 
when great decisions are made by venal 
men, concerned chiefly with private gain, 
the payment of political obligations, or the 
consolidation of personal power. Sound pub
lic policy cannot be formulated. Programs 
cannot be soundly administered. The public 
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term, but was rejected by his own Demo
cratic Party, earning the distinction of being 
the only President who having been elected 
to the office was refused renomination for a 
second term when one was sought. 

Even when preparing to leave office, mis
adventures continued. On the day preceding 
Buchanan's Inauguration, Pierce, desiring to 
put the White House in order for hlssuccea 
sor, decided to spend his last night in office 
at the home of his Secretary of State. On 
the morning of the Inauguration, the Bu
chanan inaugural party appeared at the Secre
tary's home to take Pierce in the' procession 
to the Capitol for the ceremony. He was not 
there. After some scurrying about, one per
son recalled having seen Pierce wandering 
through the lobby of tho Willard Hotel, and 
so the presidential procession went to the 
hotel and there was Pierce, alone. Pierce, 
mistakenly expecting to be picked up at the 
hotel, hud gone there without informing 
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vished to stop the Civil War and allow 
recession to succeed. Accordingly, 
;s of treason were hurled against 

THE JUDGMENT of Pierce's contempo 
raries on his administration was harsh. Na
thaniel Hawthorne, a college classmate .it 
Bowdoin College, close friend and biogra
pher, admitted "there are scores of men in 
!ie country that seem brighter than he is." 
alph Waldo Emerson thought that Haw 
•irne was "unlucky in having for a friend a 
an who could not be befriended; whose mis 
able administration admits of but one ex 
.ise, imbecility. Pierce was either the worst, 

or he was the weakest, of all our Presi 
nts. I IK 1 ( d, Fr 
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ticular compassion was nec
essary in those pre-Freudian days, to assess 
Pierce in the light of his personal misfo. • 
tunes. Fierce, at the time he was President
elect, was involved in a tragic train wreck 
with his wife and his then only surviving 
child. The child was killed and his wife, as a 
result, was unhinged for the rest of her life. 
One of the other passengers on the train 
sued the railroad for negligence and Pierce, 
of all things, hired a prominent lawyer to 
defend the railroad! The lawyer won the 
case. The reason Pierce gave for defending 
the railroad was that his wife was of the 
view that the son's death was caused by di
vine intervention so that Pierce would be 
able to give his undivided attention to the 
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presidency that r Presi 

dents should be memorialized only after the 
passage of time has allowed for dispassion 
ate assessments of individual accomplish 
ments and not just because a person has 
been President for a period of tin3, Fortu
nately, unlike the present day impulse to me
morialize a President almost from the mo 
ment he reaches the White House, which has 
resulted in i<. proliferation of edifices, under 
the guise of libraries around the countrv, 
honoring Hoover, Truman, Eisenhower, Ken 
nedy, Johnson and soon Nixon, the urge to 
do so was not so insistent in earlier times. 
The New Hampshire legislature debated for 

ciding upon an unobtrusive statue on the 
State Capito! grounds. Curiously, the Pierce 
statue, while listing all of the offices he 
held, also lists several offices which he de
clined, in contrast with Thomas Jefferson's 
specific instructions that his Monticello 
tombstone shoukl list only that he w.is the 
author of the Declaration of Independence 
and of the Statute of Virginia for Religious 
Freedom and the Father of the University of 

olishments including cabinet posts and the 
presidency. 

Pierce^p^'evdeno' f,°om the'pX 'ivil War 
perspective summed up his presidential Ca
reer 

" I can appreciate his ability, integrity, 
and agreeable social qualities, and only 
regret that he was President of the 
United States at a time when the sagac 
ity of a Jefferson, the dctcimined cour
age of a Jackson, or the shrewdness and 
wisdom ot a Lincoln were needed to 
meet the difficulties and dangers which 
he had to encounter." 
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