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ALE\.\.\'DER Herzen
hegan waork on his
memairs in London in
October of 1852, hay-
mg first glimpsed the
“dirty white promonto-
ries” of England at day-
break on the twenty-

fitth of August. The
initial five parts of “Byloye i Dumy™
(“My Past and Thoughts”) were

completed by May of 1855. Sections
of the work appeared at intervals in
The Pole Star and The Bell, the two
celebrated émigré periodicals printed
and diseminated hy Herzen’s Free
Russian Press, in London. During the
winter of 1856-57, Herzen resumed
work on his recollections; he added bits
to the first part, and by the end of 1858
he had virtually completed Part VI, the
brilliant, often satiric sketches of emi-
grant life in London between 1852 and
1855. A considerable pause ensued,
during which Herzen worked on dif-
ferent hits and pieces, most of which
have since been incorporated in Pare
VL. During 1860 and 1861, he pre-
pared a definitive version of Parts I to
IV for publication in book form. He
took up the task once more in 186
and the memoirs as we
now know them were
completed in Decem-
her of 1867, fifteen
veirs after their incep-
tion., Part VIII, frag-
ments  covering s
venirs of luly, S
zerland, and Fran
appeared toward
end of 1868

sed on a Rus-
it published in
erfin in 1921, This
t omitted a number
of intimate or contem-

poraneously libellous
sections  that  Herzen
himself had left un-
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authoritative edition s that of the “Cr
lected Works™ of Herzen in proces
of being issued, in thirty volumes, by
the Soviet Academy of Sciences since
1954, “Byloye i Dumy,” which takes
up Volumes VIIT to XI, was published
in a less scholarly, less fully annotated
three-volume set in Moscow in 1958,
When it is completed, the “Lniintul
Works” will wholly supersede M.
Lemke’s “(.,nmplc[u Works and [ :

ot 1
nﬁ’crnl by an:pf in fuur Vo

ed in fevising Mrs.
difficult to say, wit
two texts, how extensi
his revisions are.

the ather hand, there
hat his translation is
iabh picce of work. The
has footnotes, as well as
e ¢nd of each volume.

“Yeah,

well, I happen to be w

tially, as
from the So-
added foor-
figse provided by
t, and the Mos-
- e body of
as far as it goes, but it
rt of Mut is needed by

ta call
the editor ag

“eoplous,

annota-

e are fifty-cight pages of “Notes
a Young Man,” first published by
y in 1840-41 and subsequently
ed for the memoirs; a number
of short prefatory pas: to sections
of “My Past and Thoughts” not in-
cluded by Garnetr; and some letters o
Herzen from Belinsky, Iyle, Prou-
dhon, Granovsky, Chaadayev, and N.
A. Polevoy. (The letter from Prou-
dhon is particularly characteristic and
belle épogue.) Mr, Higgens has newly
translated some two hundred and for-
ty-five pages of the memoirs them-
selves. A number of the relevant pas-
sages had not been included by Herzen
or Mrs. Garnett and are now for the
first time available in English. Among

o

eary, too, so why

don't you try a litile tenderness?
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them we find two exceedingly brief
amoraus episodes, excerpts relating to
{Herzen’s fieree domestic crisis in 1851,
parts, of a conversation with Baron
{JTames Rothschild, who helped the
fexiled Herzen recover much of his
‘Mmk(d Russian fortune, and some of
e acid of Herzen's vignettes of
és, especially Germans, It
od to have this material
English, but it adds
ble to read

anyone
'man, these texts we
cessible, having been published in

three-volume edition of “My Past .ml
| Thoughts” edited by Eberhard Reiss-
ner and issued by Aufbau-Verlag, in
Berlin, in 1962, T mention this edition,
of which Mr. Higgens i, as as |
t are, for its lack of

can make ¢

pretensi ess, and its ad-
mirable apparatus of notes. Again and

Mr. Higgens' identifications of

its comyy

1y contemporaries referred to in
the memoirs are perfunctory or non-
existent. Try to find out the requ
minimum about L. Charre, Count
Chovansky, or Richard Cobden (I am
merely perusing the entrics under
‘C”) and you will find either noth-
ing or merely a set of dates of birth
and death. In each instance, Reissner's
edition gives help. And this s true
throughout. What we have in this lat-
est edition re with
u few interesting additions to rh\ Gar-
nett text and a more faithful trans-
lation, but not the truly comprehen-
sive job hoped for or blazoned on the
dust jacket. Sir Isaiah Berlin's intro-
duction s stylish, yet it adds little 1o
own earlier glances at Herzen (
“From Another Shore,” publish
1956). As Sir la: h himself no
¥ ssor \1 artin M
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shadowy mansion, on the physic
psychological watershed betw
f rs and the Russt
When he was six-
gether with his lifelong
ate Nicholas Ogarev, stood on
the Sparrow Hills above Moscow and
¢ his life to the cause
of emancipation and human rights for
which the leaders of the Decembrist
conspiracy had heen hanged by the
Czar. This “Hannibalic oath,” as tife(
Romantics, remembering their Pl
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But the

Czarist and Prussian eagles

revolution that
would have
he mainly
between France and Italy. The year
1849, when radicalism itself lay in
shambles after the failure of revolu-
tion, brought on domestic crisis. Georg

divided his nm

Herwegh, s German radical poetaster,
battened on the Herzen household.
Some kind of lizison developed between
him and Natalie F n. By the time
the ugly imbroglio was over, Natalie

was a dying wor

lost his mother and one of his children
hy ~|l<-v\1||n' He saw “night
ocean” closing over him.

In fact, his most productive yeats day
ahead. The politic -1 tolerance and efvo-
tional unreali ondon mmu] ides
The death
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mendous intellecty

ehate, con-
spiracy, 2 utopin-dreams/ Bakunin,
Orsini, Ledru-Rollin, @sén—the roll
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Raomantic H-u n
mitned intimate with EJM rev while
king his wife as mistress. Events out-
ed Herzen’s pastoral politics. The

Betl

zen o

ceased, in Geneva, in 1867, Her-

urned to Paris, always the hub

of 1 nsurrectionary dream, in early
1870, He died before the outhreak of
war and before the Co wd
made history ripe for Marx. His

erous hopes, his vivid sense of th
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latter’s remembrances of his father are

graphic:

A terrible dullness reigned in the |
particularly on the endless winter eve-
-two lamps lit a whole suite of
s : wearing high cloth or lamb's-wool
s...a velvet cap and a long, white
mbskin coat, bow with his hands
ped  behind  his back, the old
walked up and down, followed by tw
or-three brown dogs, and never uttering
a word,

Only
from exile, did Herzen apprehend *
melincholy significance of th
ly, abandoned existence, dyin
the harsh, stony wilder;
had created about himselfly
will to chay

se

nings
i

later,
the

arid,
he

he had not the

there
lilac evenings of late /mmm nu/gw-
estate, Herzen's discovéry of \Puxhkin
and Schiller, raptugasy friendshlif Avith
Ogarey, the ~l|||||/\/||mrdef show in
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we
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barratks; by the time he .ump\-hd his
e young Herzen had
, partly by clandestine: mheana,
vitad grounding in French socialist and
German idealist doctrine,
Exiled to Vyatka for his dabbling in
s, Herzen was
rk in the local bureaucracy.
-moirs of life in a tawdry hole
on the borders of Asia are revealing—

studie:

what they tell us of the ways of
in the and drear out-
posts of the empire and in what they

exhibit, almost unconsciously, of Her-

in

WOCracy vast

zen's élan, of his commitment to the
energies and fascination at being alive

however harsh the wmstance

his
the
martinet.

was the young radical ineffectus
work and letters helped
local governor,
Herzen's clopement with Natalie is ex-
cellently told. king back, the writer
evokes, that humorous nostalgia
that is the mark of his style, the fervid
sentimentality and operatic flights of
love in eighteen-forties. “Here
ends the lyrical part of our life,” writes

EXpPUSE

an  odious

with

the

Herzen. “Ahead there are children,
cares, struggle . ., further ahead still
all will perish .. .on the one hand a

grave, on the other Joneliness and life
in a foreign country!™
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unalterable, dark as bronze.” In the

moment of Natalic’s death, as always
in Herzen's life, the private and the po-
A strange woman in

with two children.

They offer a Latin prayer for the de-

ceased

en she says to me: “They, too, have
no mother, and their father is far away.
‘ou were at the burial of their grand-
mother.” A

In
death released the full range of
zen’s strength. The journalism
duced in London and
“My Past and Thoughts
with émigré polities reveal
ironist. Herzen had
hombast; no ane
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ing, dialectic and| {
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means.

X0 s the whale nt the minnows

atter: when “the red Marx” stalks
Vout of 4 committee room, only a hand-
ful follow, but those who stay behind
drop out of history. Herzen despised
the brutal, boorish sage. But we glimpse
in Herzen's memair of their
tile meetings his realization, beautifully
world of
radicalism he had helped create was
passing into dust. How mar
like Mazzini

ted to the worth of the individual, “and

hos-
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are there

revolutionaries commit-

who will come after them?’
twofald
relevance, They document, with com-
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Herzen's memoirs have a

tragic liheralism. I mean by
that that Herzen strove all his life for
revolution but came to know that such
the civ-
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him 2 rebel, that
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scenes, the domestic sel

possible the creative
Jigentsia—all would be levelled in the
pulist whirlwind. What lay ahead
most likely a gray plateau, a mass
society devoted m the crafes of survival.
Herzen knew this; he sensed the phil-
istinism, the

sngeful monotonies that
waited beyond the storm. Unlike so
many New Left pundits and would-
be bomb-throwers of today, Herzen
never minimized the ! rev-
olution in terms of culture. Stuffed into
| the dusthin of history would be not
! only injustice, exploitation, class snob-
cant of every kind hut
ure of the Ane arts, spec-

ost of s

a

d inherited learning
that were the peculiar glory of West-
ern man. Herzen knew that the task
of a radical intellectual élite was in a
very precise sense suicidal. In prey
ing society for revolution it was in-
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