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1 4 6 W A L T E R S A V A G E L A N D O R 

a p l a c e i n a n y c o l l e c t i o n o f L a n d o r ' s w o r k s 

t h a t c a n be r e g a r d e d as c o m p l e t e . 

T h e r e r e m a i n s t o b e n o t i c e d i n t h i s c h a p t e r 

a c o l l e c t i o n o f s h o r t e r p ieces , i n p rose a n d I 

verse , o f a l a t e r d a t e . T h e y are l e t t e r s a n d 

p o e m s s en t b y L a n d o r , d u r i n g h i s l a s t res idence 

i n B a t h , t o t h e n e w s p a p e r s . W i t h one o r t w o 

u n i m p o r t a n t e x c e p t i o n s , a l l t h e verses have been 

r e p u b l i s h e d ; b u t t h e l e t t e r s w i l l b e n e w , excep t 

t o t h e i n d u s t r i o u s b i b l i o g r a p h e r w h o has 

s ea r ched t h e files o f t h e Examiner a n d t h e 

Atlas. T h e e a r l i e s t i s a l e t t e r o n ' t h e c o m ­

f o r t a b l e s t a t e o f E u r o p e , ' p r i n t e d i n t h e 

Examiner o f S e p t e m b e r 8, 1849. L a n d o r 

p r o p h e s i e d t h a t t h e r e w o u l d be a g r ea t w a r i n 

E u r o p e be fore t w o yea rs w e r e o u t ; a n d he was 

n o t f a r w r o n g . H e w a s a l a r m e d a t t h e p ros ­

pec t o f R u s s i a n a g g r e s s i o n . ' R u s s i a , ' h e w r o t e , 

' is g u i d e d s y s t e m a t i c a l l y b y w a t c h f u l a n d 

t h o u g h t f u l , p r o m p t a n d e n e r g e t i c m i n i s t e r s . 

E v e r y s t e p o f h e r s is c o n s i d e r a t e a n d firm, 

is s h o r t a n d su re ; she is e x h a u s t e d b y n o h a s t y 

s t r i d e s , she is en f eeb l ed b y n o i d l e a s p i r a t i o n s . 

F r a n c e be l i eves i t t o be h e r i n t e r e s t , a n d fanc ies 

i t t o b e i n h e r p o w e r t o d i v i d e t h e w o r l d w i t h 

h e r ; a n d i f t w o s u c h n a t i o n s w i t h a m b i t i o n s i n 
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F R A G M E N T S I N P R I N T M 7 

a c c o r d are r e s o l v e d o n i t , w h a t p o w e r u p o n 

e a r t h c a n e f f e c t u a l l y i n t e r p o s e ? ' L a n d o r w a s 

n o b e l i e v e r i n d r e a m s o f u n i v e r s a l peace . 

' T h e r e n e v e r c a n be u n i v e r s a l peace , n o r even 

g e n e r a l peace l o n g t o g e t h e r , w h i l e t h r e e - s c o r e 

f a m i l i e s s t a n d f o r t h o n t h e h i g h g r o u n d s o f 

E u r o p e , a n d c o m m a n d a h u n d r e d m i l l i o n s t o 

p o u r o u t t h e i r b l o o d a n d e a r n i n g s w h e r e o n t o 

f l o a t e n o r m o u s b u l k s o f e m p t y d i g n i t i e s . ' 

I n 1S51, L a n d o r w a s w r i t i n g i n n u m e r a b l e 

l e t t e r s a b o u t K o s s u t h ' s v i s i t t o E n g l a n d . H e 

h a d s o l d , o r t r i e d t o se l l , h i s p i c t u r e s i n o r d e r 

t o r a i s e m o n e y f o r t h e H u n g a r i a n r e v o l t . 

W h e n K o s s u t h s o u g h t a re fuge i n E n g l a n d , 

L a n d o r o r g a n i z e d a r e c e p t i o n c o m m i t t e e at B a t h , 

a n d w r o t e a p o e m t o b e r e c i t e d a t a p u b l i c 

m e e t i n g h e l d i n t h e p a t r i o t ' s h o n o u r a t B i r m i n g ­

h a m . K o s s u t h a t first s e emed t o r e sen t L a n d o r ' s 

i i . o e t u o u s e n t h u s i a s m , b u t e n d e d b y t h a n k i n g 

h i r . c i v i l l y e n o u g h f o r h i s e f f o r t s . L a n d o r 

r e p l i e d i n a l e t t e r d a t e d B a t h , O c t o b e r 

' S I R , 

' T h e chief g l o r y of m y l i fe is tha t I was 
the first i n subsc r ib ing for the assistance of the 
H u n g a r i a n s at the commencement of the i r s t rugg l e . 
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i 4 8 W A L T E R S A V A G E L A N D O R 

T h e next is tha t I have received the approba t i on nf 

the i r i l l u s t r i ous leader. I , w h o have he ld the hand 

o f Kosc iosko , n o w kiss w i t h venerat ion the s ignature 

of K o s s u t h . N o o ther m a n a l i ve c ou ld confer an 

honour I w o u l d accept. 

' Be l i eve me, S i r , 

' E v e r y ou r s most f a i t h f u l l y , 
1 WALTER SAVAGE LAXDOR.' 

A b o u t t h e s a m e t i m e , L a n d o r sent t h e 

Examiner t e n l e t t e r s add r e s s ed t o C a r d i n a l 

W i s e m a n ; b u t these h a v e been r e p r i n t e d i n 

• L a s t F r u i t . ' M o r e i n t e r e s t i n g , h o w e v e r , a n d 

less access ib l e , a r e t h e l e t t e r s h e w r o t e d u r i n g 

t h e C r i m e a n W a r . T h e f o l l o w i n g p r o t e s t 

a g a i n s t a f o r m o f i n t o l e r a n c e , w h i c h is n o t 

w i t h o u t i t s c o u n t e r p a r t i n o u r o w n d a y s , was 

p r i n t e d i n t h e A Has o f S e p t e m b e r 29, 1855 : 

' T o T H E EDITOR OK THE Atlas. 
' S I R , 

' I t is m u c h t o be regre t ted tha t the Chr is ­

t i a n r e l i g i on , f r o m the decease o f the Apost les 

d o w n t o the present day, has p roduced more 

a n i m o s i t y a n d d iscord i n the E a s t t h a n a l l the 

r e l i g i ons w h i c h i t encounte red a n d s t rugg l ed to 

supersede. T h e star of B e t h l e h e m was a m o r n i n g 

s tar , appear ing b u t too shor t a t i m e above the 

ho r i z on , and ex t end ing i ts radiance b u t a l i t t l e 
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FRAGMENTS IN PRINT •49 

way beyond the circle it illuminated. I am led to 
these serious and sad retlections by seeing the 
Greek and Latin churches at daggers drawn still, 
after an incessant conflict for many centuries above 
a thousand years. All the religions in the world, 
innumerable as they have been and are, never shed 
so much innocent blood as that which arrogantly 
and falsely calls itself the Christian. The first 
lesson of its Divine teacher was goodwill toward 
all; but no sooner were the scholars out of school 
than they tore out that page, and scribbled un­
intelligible words over the remainder of the volume. 
The ushers at last turned out the master, and 
declared he never knew what he had been talking 
about. It was their business, they said, to set him 
right; but he could not be set right until they had 
houses and lands to set him right in, with chains and 
padlocks for security. Story-tellers from the borders 
of the desert broke in among them as they were 
carousing, threw flask after flask upon the floor, 
called the people from round about, and told them a 
fresh series of equally marvellous and more pleasant 
stories. The candle, after flaring and glittering, 
went out; but left behind it, and still leaves, a close 
unwholesome stench. 

' Recently there have been loud complaintsagainst 
the followers of Mahomet for persecuting the Chris­
tians. I shall now examine this matter. Twelve 
years ago there appeared in the Morning Chronicle a 
refutation of a cruel judgment against an Armenian 

ek
on

yv
ta

r.s
k-

sz
eg

ed
.h

u


