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KOSSUTH & 

48 C A R L S C H U R Z 

o f i t , " he t r i e d to supply by a c t i v i t y w h a t he lacked i n 
c o n v i c t i o n . B u t he f o u n d no happiness i n i t . 

O n e p l a n f o r m e d by the exiles was the ra is ing o f 
a " G e r m a n nat iona l l o a n " on the credi t o f the g o v e r n 
m e n t w h i c h they were g o i n g to set up w i t h its proceeds, 
whenever they should f i n d such a course possible. I n the 
interest o f this p l a n , Scht irz made another v e n t u r e 
some t r i p to the C o n t i n e n t , in O c t o b e r , 1.S51, r e v i s i t 
i n g Paris and g e t t i n g o u t t w o hours before the arrests 
o f a l l fo re igners began, g o i n g to Strassburg, spending 
t w o weeks a m o n g the G e r m a n refugees s t i l l i n S w i t 
z e r l a n d , a n d , a f t e r s t a y i n g secretly t w e l v e days more i n 
Paris , r e t u r n i n g again to L o n d o n , m o r e conf ident t h a n 
ever i n his personal " l u c k " but no m o r e so i n the 
s t rength o f the cause he had gone there to s e r v e . " 

I n the interest o f the same scheme K i n k e l made a 
t o u r o f A m e r i c a , j u s t before that o f Kossuth , m e e t i n g 
a reception o n l y a l i t t l e less c o r d i a l t h a n Kossuth's but 
a c h i e v i n g results but l i t t l e more substantial t h a n h i s . 8 1 

W h i l e he was gone, Schurz served once m o r e as his 
l i eutenant , c a r r y i n g on a v o l u m i n o u s correspondence, 
sending o u t p r i n t e d " i n t e r i m receipts" and c i r c u l a r i z 
i n g the G e r m a n s i n A m e r i c a i n the interests o f the 
l o a n . 6 * T h e n a t i o n a l - l o a n pro ject d i d a t t a i n some 
s t rength , a n d enough f u n d s were raised to become 
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W A N D E R I N G S 49 

• :fin f o r ten years thence, i t be ing 

t imes to t u r n t h e m over to i sort 

ague o f revolut ionis ts to be used 

and aga in , to give t h e m to G a r i -

a subject o f discus 

proposed at ce r ta in 

o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l I t 

w h e r e v e r possible, 

b a l d i . " 

Schurz had i n t e r v i e w s w i t h Kossuth i n L o n d o n 

both before a n d a f t e r the personally t r i u m p h a n t b u t 

financially a n d p o l i t i c a l l y unsuccessful t o u r o f the 

great H u n g a r i a n leader i n the U n i t e d States; a n d he 

noted on the second occasion the change i n his bear

i n g . * * B u t w h i l e he had then some idea o f the reason 

f o r i t , he was , o f course, i n no such posit ion to u n d e r 

stand i t as he was m a n y years la ter w h e n he w r o t e his 

account o f Kossuth's i n t e r v i e w i n December) i 8 s " i . 

w i t h H e n r y U l a y . I n i t , he described h o w h i g h K o s 

suth's hopes had been raised by the f r i e n d l y a t t i t u d e o f 

the U n i t e d States g o v e r n m e n t t o w a r d the m o v e m e n t 

f o r H u n g a r i a n independence i n the days o f its i n i t i a l 

success, by his o w n j o u r n e y on board a U n i t e d States 

w a r s h i p f r o m a s y l u m i n T u r k e y to a rapturously a d 

m i r i n g reception i n the U n i t e d States, by Webster ' s 

f a m o u s H u i l s e m a n n l e t t e r , and by m a n y speeches he 

had heard since his a r r i v a l . H e then t o l d h o w the aged 

"Kinkel, i i cuitodiin of the fund, wii ordered [o do Uli* bf 
the German loan-torn mitten of St. Louii and New York but refuted. 

January i j , 1855. ia Libn., I I I . I I O - I I , 
ui< to, 18 So, in C.5. MSS., W H S . The i Kinktl to Schurz, Au, 

" C.S., Rtm., I , 584 and 402 j I I , 5 0 - J 3 . 
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So C A R L S C H U R Z | | 
C l a y , i n s t a r t l i n g contras i , had expressed his disap
p o i n t m e n t t h a t France had so submi t ted to the tout 
d'etat o f L o u i s N a p o l e o n , a n i l w a r n e d his v is i tor that 
hopes o f i n t e r v e n t i o n bv the U n i t e d Stares in the i n t e r 

p o i n t m e n t t h a t France had so submi t ted to the tout 
d'etat o f L o u i s N a p o l e o n , a n i l w a r n e d his v is i tor that 
hopes o f i n t e r v e n t i o n bv the U n i t e d Stares in the i n t e r 
est o f republ i canism i n Europe were quite w i t h o u t 

f o u n d a t i o n . T h e b iographer then c n m m e n t e d : 

This was not whflt.Kij-iinth.Jiari, mm-- fr^r But it was | | 
what the American people really thought when sobered f r o m 
the fascination of Kossuth's presence, and what other American 

> - 1 

statesmen would have said to him had they frankly expressed 
their sentiment!.*' 

T h e fulness o f k n o w l e d g e and m a t u r i t y o f u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g w i t h w h i c h he w r o t e the f n r e c o i n g w o r d s a 
f u l l generat ion la ter w e r e n a t u r a l l y n o t his w h e n a 
y o u n g exile i n L o n d o n . O n one p o i n t , however , he was 
a l ready i n f u l l a g r e e m e n t w i t h C l a y . T h e submission 
o f France , i n De ce m be r , 1851, destroyed his last hope 
o f a speedy r e v i v a l o f the R e p u b l i c a n m o v e m e n t else
w h e r e and o f his o w n ear ly r e t u r n to G e r m a n y . 

T o that extent , the d r a m a t i c account , in his Remi
niscences, o f the f o r m a t i o n o f his o w n decision to 
come to A m e r i c a seems t o be l i t e r a l l y t r u e . I n i i , he 
describes h i m s e l f as s i t t i n g on one end o f a H y d e P a r k 
bench w h i l e L o u i s B l a n c sat on the other , p l u m j e d i n 
deepest de jec t ion a n d a d m i t t i n g hopeless d e f e a t : 
' C'est fini." V i e w i n g this scene in retrospect, a lmost 
h a l f a c e n t u r y l a t e r , he described h i m s e l f as t h i n k i n g : 

( 
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"' Schurt, ll,nry Clay (• voli.j Edinburgh: David DoUfUi, 
| S 8 7 ) . H. 19* «"t 395-
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W A N D E R I N G S 51 

The fatherland was cl j^d 10 me. England^wa^lo mt a 

" T o AmericaT^ " i d to myself . . . . Vbi libertai, ibi fatria 
— I formed my resolution on iht sj.ut. I would remain only a 
short time longer in England to make some neceawfy prepara
tion*, and then—off to America." 

A s a matter o f fact, his emigration to this coun

try did not take place for more than eight months 

thereafter. T h e length of that period of preparation 

may have been partly due to the fact that during it he 

fel l in love with the sister-in-law of another G e r m a n 

refugee, Miss Margaretha Meyer , of H a m b u r g , to 

w h o m he was married, J u l y 6, 1852.** 

D u r i n g the spring and early summer of that year, 

several letters were written which have a direct bear

ing upon the formation of his decision to come to A m e r 

ica. T o his prospective brother-in-law, Adolph Meyer , 

a member of a prosperous commercial family of H a m 

burg, who had, as Margaretha's protector, made some 

very natural inquiries as to his plans and prospects, he 

wrote that he was quite able to earn enough in L o n d o n , 

by teaching, to support two people comfortably, and 

that, too, without taking Margaretha's property into the 

reckoning. But "mere b r e a d " was not enough. 

" C . S . , K m . , 1 , 4 0 1 . 

''Ikid., p. 401. Hit o«n ttory of the meeting ind coartibip, 
written for hit children it their . in the Genua m*nuKripi»( 
but there ippeiri no hiitorical re 1 ion for introducing, it here, while hji 
eipreited with ii 1 luprrfluoui one for not doing «0. 
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C A R L S C H U R Z 

The foreigner here is always a foreigner. Under such cir
cumstances, I cannot l .cl at home. What 1 seek in America is 
not only permnal freedom, hut the chance to gain full legal cit
izenship. If I cannot be a citizen of a free Ormany, then I 
would at least he a citizen of a free America. 

T h e situation o f his parents, moreover, impelled him 
to the same decision. Because o f h i m , they had for 
more than a year suffered almost uninterrupted inter
ference and annoyance from the Prussian police; so 
that they were in real distress and it seemed imperative 
that he effect their migration to Wisconsin , where sev
eral of their relatives were already w e l l cstahlishcd. 
So, " immediately after the unfortunate events of 
December, in F r a n c e , " he had decided to migrate. 
T h a t was before he had met M a r g a r c t h a ; but she was 
w i l l i n g to go with h i m ; and by lecturing in A m e r i c a n 
cities on the recent history of France , he hoped to earn 
a l iving from the start. H e even hoped that M a r g a 
rctha, who, because she had "never known what it was 
to provide her o w n l i v i n g " had "not yet learned to 
enjoy i t , " Would he happier there. B u 

T h a t the failure of the F r e n c h , then, again to set 
a successful and contagious example for the republicans 
of G e r m a n y , was the determining factor in his decision 
to emigrate seems to be w e l l substantiated. T h a t he 
found the l i fe of a professional political exile empty 
and irritating, rather than merely enervating, has a l -

mt$mm to Adulph Mtyrr from London, April 19. l i f t , in 
L.tn., I l l , »*-ti. 
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W A N D E R I N G S 5 3 

ready been suggested. T h a t the circumstances o f his 
parents were genuinely uncomfortable is apparent f r om 
the distress he showed in a letter of M a y 19, sending 
them money and regretting his inability to send more, 
and expressing concern as to their ability to hold out for 
six months more while he preceded them to the land 
of asylum and opportunity and prepared a place for 
them there. 8 1 

But that he had actually planned, either then or 
earlier, a really permanent transfer of his interests and 
allegiance to the new fatherland, or had yet abandoned 
hope of an eventual return to the old, is made to ap
pear extremely doubtful by a group of letters written 
just before he l e f t E n g l a n d with his bride. I n them he 
described the same plan as to Adolph Meyer , to lecture 
on the history of F r a n c e f rom 1789 to 1852, the sub
ject about which he knew most and Americans least. 
Unable to content h imsel f with far distant prospects 
in Eu rope , he would thus make his "t ime of exile f r u i t 
f u l . " T h e other exiles were again showing great i n 
terest in a scheme f o r the formation of an international 
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revolutionary league with membership on both sides o f 
the A t l a n t i c , the A m e r i c a n members (apparently) to 
furnish the funds and the Europeans the agitation and 

revolutionary league with membership on both sides o f 
the A t l a n t i c , the A m e r i c a n members (apparently) to 
furnish the funds and the Europeans the agitation and 
political activity on their side, whi le the early grant of 

" Letter lo parent* from London, May 19, i g j i , mj.t p . jo. 
Hi. wife wu alio subjected ID >ome unpleasant eiperience with the 
Prutiun police when on a vitit to Germany as lale ai j8ce. Letler (0 
her, November J, 185$, in C S . MSS., W.H.S. Cf. alio a. 7 ] . 
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