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n ,, Chorles Sumner, Senator from Massachusetts, 

f h r fought strongly in the anti-slavery cause. His 
D

 f oratory had much to do with Lincoln s.success. 
R c p u . " i T a t o r rrom Massachu- c< 
setts. Sumner was an almost insuf-
fenble man—pompous, |n tul.int, 
mendacious, ungenerous. Lincoln, nt 
their first meeting, found him "my, 
idea of i hislinp," and Carl Sandhurg 
has described him as the "perfect.1 

impersonation of what the South" 
wanted to secede from." He was, 
additionally, more a politician than 
.1 statesman, ami more a hyperbolic 
orator (in one of his marathon 
flights he referred to the Kansas-
Nebraska bill as "a soulless, eyeless 
monster—horrid, unshapely, and 
vast") than cither. He was, how
ever, a ferociously influentH G 

i of irreprnach-
balance but an 
d he has given 
:t is, on every 

includes his hook 
with the firing on Fort Sumter, in 
1861. The remaining thirteen years 
of Sumner's life, he notes, will be 
the subject of a companion volume. 
Photographs. 

\t\nrry)\i,'rJ, m I C ^ ^ an c-Aircmel)' fascinating one 
.our good fortune,|,a, h, has Sl,c- ^a^fXtl-
ceeded in fascinating Mr. Donald ' T V ' / 
For Mr. Donald is a rarity among 
American historical biographers, bc-
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CHARLES SUI INER AND T H E C O M I N G 
O F T H E C I V I L WAR, by David 
Donald (Knopf). A biography <>f 
the frenzied abolitionist and pioneer 
Republican senator from Massachu
setts. Sumner vvâ .an almost insuf-
K nihil man — pompon-, pi tula lit, 
mendat-uni*, ungenerous. Lincoln, at 
tln.tr first meeting, found him "rm 
idea of a bishop," and Carl Sandburg 
has described him as the "perfect' 
impersonation of what the South I 
wanted to secede from." Hi was, 
aiTditionally, more a politician than 
a statesman, and more I hyperbolic1 

orator (in one of his marathon 
flights he referred to the Kansas-
Nebraska hill as "a soulless, eyeless / 
monster—horrid, unshapely, and' ( 
vast") than cither. He was, how- £\ 
ever, a ferociouslv infliifnrial S w 

ing not merely a man of irreproach
able scholarship and halance hut an 
interesting writer, and he has given 
us here a study that is, on every 
count, superb. He concludes his book 
with the firing on Fort Sumter, in 
1861. The remaining thirteen years 
of Sumner's life, he notes, will be 
the subject of a companion volume. 
Photographs. 
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