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"One o f the most remarkable men on 
h i s s t a f f was the O r i e n t a l Secretary,¿0?.Alison. 
A b r i l l i a n t l i n g u i s t , a s k i l f u l m u s i c i a n , a man 
of shrewd and p e n e t r a t i n g i n t e l l i g e n c e , a l l 
t h e more e x t r a o r d i n a r y i n t h a t he was e n t i r e l y 
s e l f - t a u g h t , he was too e c c e n t r i c and un­
c o n v e n t i o n a l to r i s e to the h i g h e s t rank,and 
i t was not u n t i l 1860 t h a t he became 3 r i t i s h 
M i n i s t e r i n Teheran... 

A good s t o r y i s t o l d o f h i s b e h a v i o u r 
when a Grand V i z i a r d i d not t r e a t him w i t h 
s u f f i c i e n t r e s p e c t . I n the midst of t h e i r 
c o n v e r s a t i o n the hour f o r p r a y e r a r r i v e d . 
The V i z i r r o s e from t h e d i v a n and proceeded 
t o s a y h i s customary p r a y e r s on the c a r p e t 
s p r e a d f o r t h e purpose by an a t t e n d a n t , e n d i n g 
w i t h the c u r s e upon a l l GIAOUR o r i n f i d e l s , 
and going through the motion of s p i t t i n g 
f i r s t over h i s r i g h t and then h i s l e f t s h o u l d e r 
t o show h i s h o r r o r of them. 

The c o n v e r s a t i o n was t h e n resumed,but 
b e f o r e many minutes had passed ^ r . A l i s o n 
i n t u r n rose,and,going i n t o the c o r n e r of the 
room,knelt down and r e p e a t e d a long extempore 
p r a y e r I n T u r k i s h c a l l i n g down the male­
d i c t i o n s of heaven upon the f o l l o w e r s of 
I s l a m . Now, d e a t h was the p e n a l t y i n Turkey 
f o r r e v i l i n g the r e l i g i o n of the Prophet,and 
the G rand V i z i r l e a p t t o h i s f e e t w i t h 
rage when he heard t h e h o r r i d blasphemy, 
thereupon Mr. A l i s o n q u i e t l y t o l d the 
i r a t e -Lurk t h a t he had on^y done h i s 
C h r i s t i a n duty by s a y i n g HIS p r a y e r s a t 
t h a t p a r t i c u l a r hour,and, a s f o r the ctLrses, 
he had l i t t l e doubt t h a t they were a s much 
a m a t t e r of form a s t h e Grand V i z i r 1 s had 
been." 
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