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{ "One of the most remarka mexn on

his staff was the Oriental Secre .Alison.
A brilliant linguist,a skilful mus y & man
of shrewd and penetrating intel » all

the more extraordinary in that s entirely
self-taught, he was too eccen un-
conventional to rise to the rank,and

it was not until 1860 that h e British

Minister in Teheran...

0 ) his behaviour
\9 eat him with
midst of their
prayer arrived.

van and proceeded

to say his cust r?p yers on the carpet
spread for the ose by an attendant,ending

A good story 1
when a Grand Vizimr di
sufficient respect.
conversation the
The Vizir rose from

with the curse 1l GIAOUR or infidels,
and going thr he motion of splitting
first over his and then his left shoulder
to show his ho of them.

The versation was then resumed, but
before utes had passed lr. Alison
in turn sgoing into the corner of the
room, k wn and repeated a long extempore
prayer rkish calling down the male-

dictiong of Heaven upon the followers of
» death was the penalty in Turkey
for revi nﬁ the religion of the Prophet,and
izir leapt to his feet with

n he heard the horrid blasphemy.
My, Alison wuietly told the

te lurk that he had ondy done his

stian duty by saying HIS prayers at

t particular hour,and, as for the clrses,
had 1ittle doubt that they were as much
matter of form as the Grand Vizir's had

o



