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One o! Freedom's Strongest Voices" 

By Josef KovagO Former mayor of Budapest; 

vice chairman, Assembly of Captive European Nations; 

author of "You Are y^t^Alone" 

c±£ UNGARIAN Communists not only forced me to 
resign as mayor of Budapest in their coup d'etat 
o 1947 D u t kept m e * o r three years under the 

scrutiny of the A V O , the dread secret police. Arrested finally, I was tried 
i n secret and sentenced to life i n prison as an "enemy of the people." 

Yet a curious circumstance made this period one of hope rather than 
despair. Just two days before my arrest, a former secretary had risked 
coming to our cottage to show me an article f rom Selection, French 
edit ion of The Reader s Digest. A l though my jailers confiscated the 
magazine, its contents were stamped indelibly on my m i n d . 

In prison the shared memory of those articles helped me and my 
fellow prisoners endure hours of utmost despair. One of the strong 
factors in buoying our tourage was the knowledge that this voice of 
freedom was on our side. 

Then , unexpectedly, freedom came. Under Hungary 's "de-Staliniza-
t i o n " program I was released in 1956 and promised a new t r ia l . But 
before i t could be arranged, my countrymen rebelled against the Red 
tyranny. Once again I became mayor of Budapest — u n t i l Russian tanks 
crushed our last hope oj freedom. Forced to escape, I came eventually 
to the Uni ted States. 

I n America I turned ;ga in to The Reader's Digest for knowledge of 
the strength and determination of the free wor ld . After years of hope
lessness i t helped me become reacquainted w i t h hope. 

Hav ing seen at firsthand the brutal i ty of Communism, I am convinced 
that we of the free wor ld must make clear that we are resolute —that 
whi le we abhor war, we w i l l f ight, i f necessary, to preserve l iberty. 

The clarity and forcefulness w i t h which The Reader's Digest expresses 
these ideas throughout .he wor ld make i t one of freedom's strongest 
voices, helping to gain new respect for democracy. I only wish i t were 
required reading i n the Kreml in . 
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