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THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
C rights, insult the flag, or imprison and shoot the citizr@er
) n

nations . . . such an anomaly as this, it is claifie ot

exist in the civilized world, or, if it does, 1t odp 0 eXist no
longer. It would seem, -and it really is so, tha o) Spanish
. » ’ 3

Court is madly bent upon rushing to ruin
These sentiments, so far-reaching i!,’plications,
indicated that Pierce and Cushing Averefor-the moment

agreed in their “imperialistic >ncies; and indeed
it seemed as if the “manife ‘group would
carry all before them. ner wrote to
Theodore Parker:

“The rulers of the cou
Davis, and Forney.!
are hot for Cuba and

n@thc President, with Cushing,
Nohady clse has any influence. These

3%

In the cabinet cotic arcy appeared as an “old
fogy ”; while Cus personified to the public the dash-
ing spirit of “young ‘America.” Reports of disagree-
, Inent promp
1. Marcy, dissa

N
{
-~

d by the progress of events.
> were some matters, fortunately, on which Marcy
g could have no divergence of opinion. The

mous case of Martin Koszta * gave Marcy a welcome
———————— e —

Weiss Forney (1817-81), an enterprising Philadelphia
ist, became, in 1851, Clerk of the House of Representatives
and editor of the Washington Union. In this capacity, he was
xceedingly influential, and was very close to both Pierce and Cushing.

2 Koszta, a native of Hungary, had fled to America, where he had
filed notice of his intention to become an American citizen. Later

| @ he went to Turkey, where, at Smyrna, he was kidnapped by the
Austrian Consul General and put in irons. Commander Ingraham
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opportunit ton by asserti
dignity of his country, and his “ Hiilsemann letter
a ringing tone which thrilled patriotic hearts. ~X
supported Marcy in every detail, commen
highly for enunciating with such clearness o
“ Civis Romanus Sum.’%l"he negotiation ¢ @7
Treaty with Mexico settled a disputed
that nation and established more cordial 1
her and us. By firm and judicious’ ma

sément, we

obtained from Denmark for our vessels exemption
from the so-called “sound duties,? every Euro-
pean government was then compelle pay. Commo-

dore Perry’s Treaty with Japan, signed in March, 1854,
was promptly and una ratified by the Senate,
to Cushing’s keen satisfacti ommercial treaty with
Borneo was perfected, ortant agreement with
Russia signed, making e ships, free men” part of
the international law between/the two countries. A rec-
iprocity treaty wit ana%was pushed through in 1854,
giving the Unit tes some valuable fishery conces-
stons. All thi enough for a single administra-
" tion. But it
Great Bri

merican war-ship, Sf. Lowis, hearing of this unwarranted
ned his guns on the Austrian vessel on which Koszta was

: « the countries concerned. Hiilsemann, the Austrian
gé d’Affsires in Washington, then demanded that we disavow
gralam’s action and make proper reparation to Austria. It was
reply to Hillcemann that Marcy wrote his letter. Koszta, the
Q;occnt victim of an international dispute, was finally released and
turned to the United States.
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ing, it must be admitted, would have seized any |
for a break with Spain, and, in February, the
long-expected “ overt act ” was committed. Black
York and Mobile, was detained at Haya
hundred bales of cotton were confiscated |
authorities. Washington was, of co &
bv the news. Pierce consulted Cu , who advised
drastic action, and nstructions wer ce to Pierre
Soulé, our Minister to Spain, di im to insist on
damages and a full apology.
some weeks, seemed even to to be unsatisfactory.

Caleb Cushing advocated the stérnest retaliation. In an
editorial for the Washin toW,’ n, he wrote: -

“We are quite fr
unequivocal as to admit

d in terms so emphatic and
o misinterpretation, that if ample

satisfaction is not allgwéd for the piratical seizure of the Black
Warrior, we shall (ad an immediate blockade of that
island.”

The New Y Titrles suggested that the administra-
tion had arranged matters so that-war with

Spain inevitable.

The owever, was incorrect in its supposition.
Mar the late spring of 1854, had been able to
convince the/President that the American people, espe-
cially in\the Northern states, would not endure an act of
anwarranted aggression in Cuban affairs; and Pierce,
though he was to add Cuba to our dominions,
ed the Black Warrior episode to linger along to a
ore )fortunate conclusion. The President was the more
ily persuaded to this course because of the controversy
over the Kansas-Nebraska Bill, which was then very vio-
lent and which occupied most of his attention. Had it
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