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The 

R a m b l e r 
Talks to 

A Mosaic Maker 

B y M Y R A M a c P H E R S O N 
M r s . E l i sabeth K o r m e n d y , j 

s l i m w i t h blue eyes, s i lvery 
h a i r a n d a H u n g a r i a n accent, 
stood before her mosaic, a l 
most as t a l l as she is. 

A r o u n d her were o t h e r 
ar t i s t s a n d entr ies i n t h e 

George Kennedy is ill. He will resume 
his column on his return. 

f i f t h a n n u a l W a s h i n g t o n 
A r e a Religious A r t E x h i b i 
t i o n i n t h e Gas L i g h t Co. a u 
d i t o r i u m . A t a glance, i t 
looked as i f a r t h a d gone t o 
a new g e n e r a t i o n a n d i t s 
ideas. Y o u n g g i r l s i n blue 
jeans placed welded steel 
s c u l p t u r e s o n pedestals, 
y o u n g m e n were h a n g i n g u p 
abstracts. 

M r s . K o r m e n d y , a n a r t i s t 
a l l her l i f e , has p r e - W o r l d 
W a r I I memories of e x h i b i 
t ions i n Venice, Paris , B u d a 
pest, b u t n e i t h e r her w o r k 
n o r her t h o u g h t s are i n t h e 
past . There is a n abstract 
t u c k e d i n a corner of her 
basement w o r k s h o p a n d h e r 
re l ig ious a r t show e n t r y of 
St . Chr i s topher , t h e p a t r o n 
s a i n t of t ravelers , is, as she 

ays, " a l i t t l e u n u s u a l . " 

Syr 

" A L W A Y S H E IS p i c t u r e d 
as a n o l d m a n , b u t I could 
f i n d n o t h i n g i n t h e B i b l e 
w h i c h designates a c e r t a i n 
age. Do y o u k n o w t h e story? 
The s tory is he was b r i n g i n g 
a c h i l d o n h is shoulders by 
water . St. C h r i s t o p h e r was a 
g i a n t a t 9 feet. He d i d n ' t 
k n o w w h y t h e c h i l d was so 
heavy. He was c a r r y i n g t h e 
C h r i s t c h i l d . I t h o u g h t i t 
over a n d decided j u s t t o do 
t h e head of St. C h r i s t o p h e r — 
a n d o n his shoulder a s m a l l 
c h i l d . " 

M r s . K o r m e n d y c a r r i e d o u t 
t h i s concept i n a V e n e t i a n 
glass mosaic, 5 feet h i g h a n d 
3 feet wide . T h e colors range 
f r o m t h e deep blue of w a t e r 
t o t h e r u s t color of St. 
Chris topher ' s beard, a n d t h e 
l ines f l o w f r o m the f i g u r e of 
t h e m a n to t h a t of t h e c h i l d . 

" I t r y f o r s i m p l i c i t y i n a l l 
t h a t I d o , " M r s . K o r m e n d y 
said. I n her home she is 
s u r r o u n d e d by m u c h of her 
works a n d those of her la te 
h u s b a n d , i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y 
k n o w n sculptor Eugene K o r 
m e n d y . 

° — i 
T H E K O R M E N D Y S K N E W 

each o t h e r as c h i l d r e n i n 
Budapest . A f t e r t h e i r 1922 
m a r r i a g e , t h e i r t ravels be
gan . M r . K o r m e n d y s tudied 
u n d e r R o d i n i n Par i s a n d 
t h e y t r a v e l e d a l l over Europe 
e x h i b i t i n g . There was a v a 
c a t i o n t r i p t o A m e r i c a i n t h e 
la te 30s a n d soon a f t e r t h a t 
H i t l e r was t r a m p l i n g over 
t h e i r h o m e l a n d . 
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T h e K o r m e n d y s stayed i n 
t h e U n i t e d States, l o o k i n g 
f o r places " w h e r e t h e r e n t 
was low a n d t h e cei l ings 
h i g h " f o r t h e i r massive 
sculptures a n d mosaics. 

M r s . K o r m e n d y seems the 
l eas t - l ike ly Hoosier, b u t she 
a n d her h u s b a n d l i v e d 13 
years i n S o u t h Bend , I n d . , 
w h i l e her husband was sculp
t o r i n residence a t N o t r e 
Dame. 

" Y o u w o r k w h e n y o u are 
ere. N o t h i n g is there ex-

ept your w o r k . " A t Notre 
ame she m e t the m e d i c a l 

miss ionary D r . T o m Dooley. 
" A l t h o u g h he was n o t a n a r t 
t u d e n t , one day he came 

i n t o t h e s tudio a n d some-
ow he never w e n t o u t . " 

o 
D U R I N G H E R I N D I A N A 

days t h e pe t i te M r s . K o r 
m e n d y also c l i m b e d h i g h u p 
* n scaffolds t o create a 200-
foot p a n o r a m i c p a i n t i n g of 
t h e l i f e of C h r i s t f o r a sem
i n a r y chapel . 

" M o s t of m y commissions 
ere f o r re l igious w o r k s , " 
~s. K o r m e n d y said. L o o k i n g 

r o u n d her basement she 
said, " T h a t abstract is a r e 
l a x a t i o n . W h e n y o u w o r k f o r 
churches, there is a d e f i 
n i t e t r a d i t i o n t o f o l l o w . Y o u 
have to have c e r t a i n colors 
a n d f o r m s . For example , t h e 
Madonna 's robe is always a 
precise shade o f b l u e . " 

T h e K o r m e n d y s came here 
f ive years ago. E a r l i e r M r . 
g o n n e n d y j i i d a bronze re l ie f 
pro fife" of P re s i d en t _ T r u m a n 
a n d t h e 22- foot s ta tue of 
C h r i s t o n t h e N a t i o n a l C a t h 
olic W e l f a r e Conference 
B u i l d i n g . 

T h e y b o t h entered t h e f i r s t 
rel igious show. M r s . K o r 
m e n d y d i d n o t enter t h e n f o r 
t h e n e x t three years ; h e r 
h u s b a n d d ied three summers 
ago. Her m o s t recent w o r k 
u n t i l St. C h r i s t o p h e r was a 
mosaic M a d o n n a plaque i n 
t h e entrance h a l l o f D u n -
b a r t o n College's new g i r l s ' 
d o r m i t o r y . 

" A n d t h e n I entered t h e 
show last year w i t h 'The 
B i r d s a n d St. Francis . ' I t n o w 
hangs i n t h e w a i t i n g r o o m 
of t h e State D e p a r t m e n t . 
Y o u k n o w where y o u go t o 
get y o u r passport? W e l l , 
there is m y St. Franc is a n d 
m y b i r d s . " 
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