i s oa Talks to
A Mosaic Maker

By MYRA MacPHERSON

Mrs. Elisabeth Kormendy,
slim with blue eyes, silvery
hair and a Hungarian accent,
stood before her mosaic, al-
most as tall as she is. [ (

Around her were other
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artists and entries in the
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fifth annual’ ’ﬁlghgtoin
Area Religious Exhibi-
tloninthe aérﬁfﬁco m—

ieokad as iit\lhad gone t.o

& new/generation and its
ideas. Young girls in blue l
jeans nhced welded steel |
sc;alptires on pedestals,
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| Mrs. Kormendy, an artist |
jw;t\ner life, has pre-World
memories of ‘exhibi-

in Venice, Paris, Buda« |
it, but neither her work
p r her thoughts are in the
pnst. There is an abstract

7"tunkedinamerniher

basement workshop and her

" religious art show entry of
St. Christopher, the patron
saint of travelers, is, as she
says, “a little unusual”

“ALWA s ;i! lsdnchxred
as an ‘o ma.n. but I could .
' in the Bib!*
ch desi tes a certain

e. Do you know the story?

The story is he was bringing
“a child on his shoulders by
8t. Christopher was a i
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k/gia.nt at 9 feet. He didn't

why the child was so
heavy. He was carrying the |
Ghﬂst child. I thought it
" aver and decided just to do
the head of St. Christopher— }
and on his shoulder a small
child.” : -
Mrs. Kormendy carried out
this concept in a Venetian

glass mosaie, 5 feet high and |

3 feet wide. The colors range |
from the deep blue of water
to the rust color of St.
Christopher’s beard, and the
lines flow from the figure of

| the man to that of the child.

“I try for simplicity in all
that I do,” Mrs. Kormendy
said. In her Home she is
surrounded by much of her |
works and those of her late |
husband, internationally
known sculptor Eugene Kor-
mend;r.'
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Budapest. Att.er their 1922 |

marriage, their travels be-

gan. Mr. Kormendy studied.

under Rodin in Paris and

they traveled alloverEnrope

exhibiting. There was a va- |
cation trip to America in the ;
late 30s and soon after that |

Hitler was trampling over

their homeland.
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