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Kormendi Dies, 
FamedSculptor 

E u g e n e K o r m e n d i , i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y k n o w n s c u l p t o r , 
d i e d F r i d a y n i g h t of a h e a r t a t t a c k at h is h o m e , '¿943 
U p t o n st. n w . H e was 72. 

T w o of M r . Kormendi ' s best-
k n o w n statues are the 22-foot 
"Chr is t , the L i g h t of the 
W o r l d " i n f r o n t of the Na
t i o n a l Catholic Conference 
b u i l d i n g , 1312 Massachusetts 

j ave. nw. , and the Father Flan
agan M e m o r i a l at Boys Town, 
Nebr . 

The Rev. D r . Frederick 
B r o w n Harr i s , chaplain of the 
U n i t e d States Senate, once de
scribed the " C h r i s t " statue as 
•'the most s igni f i cant" i n Wash
i n g t o n . He cal led i t "gospel i n 

bronze" and added that i t 
"makes an altar of adorat ion 
for every passerby." 

M r . K o r m e n d i , whose studio 
was also at the U p t o n st. ad
dress, was at w o r k up u n t i l the 
t ime of his death. One of his 
most recent works , a heroic j 
statue of St. Peter, is to be j 
dedicated Sept. 29 at St. 
Peters Catholic Church , 01-
ney. M d . Cri t ics have de
scribed the statue as one of 
M r . Kormendi ' s best. 

A huge a l u m i n u m bas-relief 
of the Archangel St. Michael , 
recently unvei led i n the lobby 
of St. Joseph's Hospital i n 
South Bend, I n d . , is another 
of his recent sculptures. 

Other of his wel l -known 
works include the V i r g i n and 
C h i l d at College of New 
Rochelle, New Rochelle, N . Y., 
and por t ra i t s i n bronze of 

President T r u m a n and Cardi
nal S t r i t ch . 

M r . K o r m e n d i was b o r n i n 
Budapest and came to the 
U n i t e d States i n 1933, la ter 
being natural ized. He won 
many' prizes f o r his sculpture 
i n this country and abroad. 

He s tudied under Rodin and 
Jean Paul Lorenz i n Paris. 

P r i o r to coming to Washing 
ton two years ago, he had been 
s c u 1 p t o r-in-residence at the 
Univers i ty of Notre Dame for 
13 years. 

M r . Kormendi ' s works are 
on display i n many cities i n 
this country and abroad. 

He was an active member of 
the . L i t u r g i c a l A r t s Society 
and the H u n g a r i a n Academy 
of Science and A r t , now lo
cated i n exile i n Rome. He 
took a leading role i n organ
iz ing and d i r e c t i n g the Rel i 
gious A r t s Festival of the 
Archdiocese of Washington. 

His w i f e , El izabeth, a w e l l -
k n o w n m u r a l painter and ce
ramic art ist , is the only i m 
mediate survivor . 

Funera l services w i l l be held 
at 10 a. m . Tuesday at the 
Shrine of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament, 6001 W e s t e r n 
ave. nw. 

PP 
One of the outstanding 
sculpture works of Eugene 
K o r m e n d i is the 17-foot 
"Chr is t , the L i g h t of the 
W o r l d , " on the facade of the 
Nat iona l Catholic Wel fare 
Conference b u i l d i n g , 1312 
Massachusetts ave. n w .  e
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