
Ferenc Körmendi, 72, 
Novelist, VOA Editor 

M a r i a m i e J P ^ o r m e n ^ 

Mar ianne P a n n i K o r m e n d i , 
73, w i d o w of the late Ferenc 
K o r m e n d i , author and ed i tor 
w i t h the Voice of America 's 
H u n g a r i a n service, d ied Wed
nesday at Suburban H o s p i t a l 
i n Bethesda. 

B o r n i n Budapest, M r s . K o r 
m e n d i moved t o L o n d o n w i t h 
her husband i n the ear ly 1930s 

| w h e n he became head of the 
East C e n t r a l European D i v i 
sion of the B r i t i s h Broadcast-

l i n g Corp. 
They moved t o New Y o r k i n 

1947, where he became a pro
ducer-director f o r Radio Free 
Europe. 

I n 1961, the K o r m e n d i s 
{came t o the Washington area. 
M r . K o r m e n d i served w i t h the 
Voice of A m e r i c a f r o m 1961 
u n t i l his r e t i r e m e n t i n 1969. 
He d ied i n Ju ly , 1972. 

M r s . K o r m e n d i l i v e d at 5401 
Westbard Ave . , Bethesda. 

She had specif ied t o f r i e n d s 
t h a t a f te r her death, expres
sions of sympathy be i n the 
f o r m of contr ibut ions t o the 
H u n g a r i a n S tudy Center at 
the U n i v e r s i t y of Indiana , 
w h i c h she and her late hus
band had supported f o r m a n y 
years. 

' Ferenc K o r m e n d i , 72, a re
t i r e d ed i tor w i t h the Voice of 
America 's H u n g a r i a n service, 
died yesterday at George 
Washington U n i v e r s i t y Hospi
t a l a f ter s u f f e r i n g a stroke. 

A wel l -know novel is t and 
cr i t i c , M r . K o r m e n d i ' s books 
were publ ished o n f i v e conti
nents and i n 21 languages. 

He learned j u s t a f e w days 
ago t h a t his latest novel , " A t 
lant ic Remembered, " was to 
be publ i shed i n Germany i n 
August . 

M r . K o r m e n d i w o n note as a 
novel ist i n 1932 w h e n his "Es
cape to L i f e " w o n the in terna
t i o n a l novel c o m p e t i t i o n spon
sored by the B r i t i s h and 
A m e r i c a n Book Publ ishers 
group. A f e w years later , an
other novel , " H a p p y Genera
t i o n " was on the best-seller 
l i s t i n th is country . 

B o r n i n Budapest and edu
cated at Budapest U n i v e r s i t y , 
he l e f t H u n g r y i n the ear ly 

¡1930s and l i v e d i n L o n d o n , 
| where he was a commentator 
and w r i t e r f o r t h e B r i t i s h 

iBroascasting Co. 
r H e came to th is country 
j a f t e r W o r l d W a r I I and was a 
J producer-director f o r Radio 
JFree Europe i n New Y o r k 
f o r m 1955 t o 1961 w h e n he 

{ jo ined t h e Voice of A m e r i c a . 
j H e received U S I A ' s mer i to 
rious service a w a r d before his 
r e t i r e m e n t i n 1969. 

H e is surv ived by his w i f e , 
Panni , of the home, 5401 West-
h a r d Ave. , Bethesda. 
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