
H A L F A M I L L I O N C O P I E S S O L D I N E U R O P E ! 
Now at last available in America 

... the novel that critics 

and readers the world over 

are hailing as a modern classic 

to rank with The TorsyXt Saga 

and Buddenbrooks 

P A U L H E G E D Ű S was born with the century in 1900 

... the heir to a comfortable, optimistic world that 

many of us still remember. His was to be the "happy 

generation". 

This is the story of Paul . . . in the years when the world that he in

herited became the world we know today . . . a novel in the grand style, 

rich with the pageantry of great and awesome events, yet filled with humor 

and compassion. 

THE H A P P Y G E N E R A T I O N traces the fortunes of a group of men and 

women who were trapped by history . . . confused in their search for hap

piness by the great changes which often obscured the distinction between 

good and evil. Here is what happened to one European family from the 

turn of the century to the '3O's . . . in Budapest when its wine still sparkled, 

where the Hegedűs chronicle began in idyllic splendor . . . in the dis

illusioned postwar Berlin of the '20's, where a cynical generation tried to 

make up for its disappointments by seeking pleasures that society had 

always forbidden . . . across all of Europe, where the disinherited searched 

for the happiness they had been promised, never quite giving up the hope 

that was their only possession. 

Reading T H E H A P P Y G E N E R A T I O N , we live through the epic moments 

that created our own era. But we see most clearly the people whose lives 

were caught up in those moments because they lived directly in history's 

T H E 

H A P P Y 

G E N E R A T I O N 

p a t h . . . Clara, who rose from governess to become the wife of the widowed 

Dr. Laszlo "Hegedűs, but made her conquest of the privileged world in time 

to witness its downfall. . . Qeorge "Hegedűs, who tried in vain to escape 

his love for his father's new wife in music and in w a r . . . Vaul himself, who 

found peace in his selfless love for a strangely young American woman, 

only to lose it by fulfilling that love with her grown-up daughter. 

THE H A P P Y G E N E R A T I O N is one of the most startling books to come 

out of Europe in our time . . . an exalting and beautiful novel about a 

world that lost its way. Now, in the English translation by Claud W . 

Sykes, American readers will discover for themselves why it has been com

pared with the great family sagas of Mann, Galsworthy, and Bennett. 
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