Koestla's new book of essays, “The
ing ¥s at an tellectual bicycle
race, He has one of the liveliest and most
probing minds of our time. But he numbs you
with the swiftly changing paces of his
astoundingly wide-ranging ideas.

In retrospect, it is the glancing charac-
terizations, the byplay, that somehow stand /]
out in your memory of what is, essentially, | !
one more Koestlerian dirge for the parlous -
state of Western man's civilization.

That, I suppose, is natural. After a])z, he,
did his most memorable work, struck \his
greatest blows for freedom in such- ks'as
“Darkness at Noon,” “Arrival and Depa@re*’
“Thieves in the Night,” and “The Yogi an
the Commissar''—to which this xieér ]hi
a sequel or, rather, a contmuatlom £

We know where he stands, of course//op-
posed to totalitarianism of every stripe. It
would be ungrateful to to:;ggt though, that

3- WEEK-END devoted to reading Arthur

y Erich Hartmann
we also know where the wag&gtands much Arthur Koestler
more clearly because of the light thrown by
Koestler, And each time the munist party
line changes and some vfy(eﬁ Soviet hero is |
rubbed out or re ded f o ) suddenly dis-
covered grievous ha/ve only to look
. into “Darkness af Nooh” ‘to see how such
policies are stag aged in a hell away
from hell,

'&'6{13 sessions

This book, stler believes, is a farewell
to arms, He says that the political essays in
it belon, the- paé&, and that he has said all
he has/ ycr on questions that have obsessed
twe! thirty years.

e errors are atoned for, the bitter
t itself out; Cassandra has |
- and is due for a vocational




Let's hope so, anyway, Let's hope, also, ‘
while we're about it, that he does something
to free his prose styl ﬂ-qmtortuouslocuﬁms.l
For he still commits sentences like this one,
from his piece on “The Future of the Novel”:
“Archetypes are ever-repeated typical experi-
ences rooted in the human condition; inherited
patterns of instinct-conflicts; the psychic resi-
due of the ‘suffering and delight that has
happened countless times in our ancestral his-
tory, and on the average follows the same
mc. ” ¥ P r
Which shouldn’t happen even to the notion
that history repeats itself; storytellers rqnl.t

one another.
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