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Roads to Communism and Back: Six Personal Histories 
THE GOD THAT FAILED. A Con

fession. By Arthur Koestler, Ig-
nazio Silone, Richard Wright, 
Andre Gide, Louts Fischer and 
Stephen Spender. Edited by 
Richard Crossman. 273 pp. New 
YoHc: Harper & Bros. $3.50. 

By REBECCA WEST 

TH E R E is no subject on 
wh ich i t is more d i f f i cu l t 

to establish communicat ion 
w i t h one's fe l low creatures 
t h a n an t i - communism; and 
here the g u l f yawns p a r t i c u 
l a r l y wide between Europeans 
and Amer icans. Europeans 
steeped i n po l i t i ca l ac t i v i t i es 
of a m ino r sort according to 
the hab i t of the i r k i n d may 
speak of Communists w i t h the 
t a r t exasperation wh i ch comes 
of f r u s t r a t i n g experience. 
W i t h o u t number are the ways 
they may have been done i n 
the eye by the comrades, and 
a l l are disagreeable. 

Fo r example, take the case 
of a member of the Labor 
p a r t y who has worked f o r a 
Labor candidate and seen h i m 
re turned to Par l iament , on ly 
to f ind t h a t the const i tuency 
suddenly becomes riddled w i t h 
ostensibly Labor act iv i t i es 
wh ich t u r n out to be, in effect, 
hosti le to the Labor Govern
ment and to th i s pa r t i cu l a r 
member of Pa r l i ament ; and i t 
tu rns out t h a t the promoter of 
these act iv i t ies is none other 
than the candidate's election 
agent, who proves to be a 
member of the Communis t 
par ty , though before he was 
admi t t ed to the Labor p a r t y 
he had signed a dec larat ion 
t h a t he was not a Communist . 
Nobody l ikes to be to ld lies 
or to be cheated and a com
m u n i t y wou ld be in a poor way 
when i t lost th i s ins t inc t i ve 
reaction. 

Europeans s m a r t i n g f r o m 
such experiences are apt t o be 
ind ignant and impa t i en t when 
they allude to communism as 
a pernicious nuisance and are 
looked at by the i r l isteners as 
i f the i r slips were showing. 
The idea, w h i c h has been suc
cessfully pu t over i n some 
quarters, t h a t ant i - communism 
is dowdy seems t o th em cheap 
and fr ivolous. B u t equally, 
they feel repelled by the k i n d 
of s ympathy they may invo l 
u n t a r i l y a t t r a c t . 

J" H E Y have no desire to ho ld 
hands w i t h the i r a f f l i c ted 
brothers and sisters who t h i n k 
t h a t Russians are p u t t i n g po i 
son i n the i r food; or who w i sh 
to suspend the protect ion 
g iven to a l l c it izens by l a w i n 
the case of suspected or prov
en Communists ; or who w a n t 
t o make wa r on the a i r y off-
chance t h a t i t may prevent 
another one. Above a l l , they 
do not w a n t to be l inked w i t h 
people who hope to freeze the 
social system i n i t s present 
state and so perpetuate in jus-
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t ice and crue l ty . They are i n 
deed an t i -Communis t because 
they believe Communists are 
one of the chief forces wh i ch 
prevent the t r ans f o rmat i on of 
the w o r l d in to a common
wea l th . 

This book of essays, by f our 
f o rmer members of the Com
munis t p a r t y and t w o one
t ime fr iends of the p a r t y 
(André Gide and Louis F isch
e r ) , tel ls tha t European story. 
I t is t rue tha t two of the essays 
are by Amer icans (Mr . Fischer 
and R ichard W r i g h t ) and one 
of those describes an A m e r i 
can s i tua t i on ; and t h a t essay 
by R i chard W r i g h t is most 

pa r t of h im , as t ough and 
j a u n t y as a racetrack gam
bler, looks over the w a l l at 
th i s protean strugg le qui te u n 
impressed and comments on i t 
w i t h r i ba ld w i t . Here he re
creates the most f o rmat i ve ex
perience of his l i fe, analyzes 
i t , mocks i t . 

A t 26 he was i n Be r l in 
w o r k i n g i n the great l ibera l 
and a n t i - m i l i t a r i s t publ ish ing 
house of U l l s t e in . He was an 
old 26. U p t i l l the age of 9 ne 
had l ived i n the sort of cush
ioned and cu l tured home t h a t 
was mainta ined b y the Jewish 
mercant i le class i n Hungary . 
Then his father, who was an 

He undertook to support 
th is t o t t e r i n g c iv i l i za t ion as 
he had t aken on the care of 
his parents and to t h a t end he 
jo ined the Communist par ty . 
Membership never came easy 
to h i m . The poet was scan
dalized by p a r t y j a r gon which 
s tu l t i f i ed thought . The c r i t i c 
had to b l ink before he could 
swal low the pol icy forced on 
German Communists by Mos
cow, wh ich , as he shows in 
some of the most interest ing 
pages of th i s essay, never 
missed a t r i c k i n he lp ing H i t 
ler to power; the puer i l i t ies by 
wh i ch the Communists spl i t 
the progressive vote and let 

From a Drawing by Sergei Korolkoff. 
En Route to the "Arctic Subcontinent of Forced Labor Camps." 

mov ing of a l l . B u t the others 
relate t o th is speci f ical ly E u 
ropean exasperation wh i ch so 
often becomes tongue-t ied 
when i t ought to j u s t i f y i tsel f . 
One of them, indeed, may be
come a classic by reason of i t s 
subtle and candid and compre
hensive statement of th i s t y p i 
cal experience of th i s age. 

A r t h u r Koestler 's essay is 
one of the most handsome 
presents t h a t has ever been 
g iven to fu ture histor ians of 
our t ime. He is, o f course, a l 
ways an in te res t ing wr i t e r . 
H is w o r k is three-dimensional 
because he is three people. I n 
h i m there is a bel iev ing poet 
who perpetual ly changes in t o 
an unbel iev ing c r i t i c savagely 
eager to tear up a l l evidence 
of his previous mani festat ions 
of fa,ith but never able to com
plete the w o r k of destruct ion 
before he changes back in t o 
the poet who is equal ly eager 
to f i l l the wastepaper basket 
w i t h a l l evidences of the c r i t 
ic's skept ic ism; whi l e another 

agent fo r B r i t i s h and German 
texti les, was reduced to pov
e r t y by W o r l d W a r I and was 
f ina l l y rendered completely 
dest i tute by the A u s t r i a n i n 
f l a t i on of the early Twenties. 
A t 21 A r t h u r Koestler le f t 
home to become the sole f i 
nancia l support of his parents. 

Now he had established h i m 
self f i r m l y in a commun i t y 
tha t had no th ing f i r m about 
i t . A round h i m stretched the 
peculiar panorama of the Wei
mar Republic i n i ts last days: 
such a t a t t y and disordered 
landscape w i t h here and mere 
a vast unde r t ak ing (such 
as Ul lste in 's ) l ooming up in 
unquestionable magnif icence; 
such an in fant i l e populat ion 
t h a t whi l e a t rumpe t of doom 
echoed f r om the skies formed 
itsel f in to a cops-and-robber 
game f r o m wh i ch ind iv idua l 
players sometimes detached 
themselves to engage in ar
t i s t i c inte l lec tual achievement 
not to be surpassed i n any 
other country . 

the Nazis i n w i l l seem incred
ible i f i t is not borne i n m ind 
by the reader t h a t the U.S.S.R. 
radio was every day b l a r ing 
out i t s convict ion t h a t the 
threa t to European peace lay 
i n the armed m i g h t and the 
imper ia l i s t philosophy of 
France. 

Also, the ribald par t o f Mr . 
Koest ler was g rea t l y amused 
by such naïveté as tha t of the 
Communist propaganda chief 
who, to keep his m ind pure, 
only read the of f ic ia l p a r t y 
organ. 

Cer ta in ly M r . Koestler no
t iced a l l these fol l ies: for he 
can now recal l his s t rangu la t 
ed doubts regard ing them. B u t 
he noticed them only as a par
t i a l l y anesthetized pat ient no
tices wha t is going on i n his 
s ickroom, and the name of the 
anesthetic was contentment. 
There is no doubt t h a t th is 
supremely g i f t ed man found 
deep sat is fact ion, greater per
haps t h a n any he has ever 

found elsewhere, in Communist 
pa r t y membership. 

Obviously, one reason for 
th is lay i n the relief fe l t by 
a m a n who a f te r hav ing been 
overburdened w i t h responsi
b i l i t y since his childhood sur
renders his w i l l to a power fu l 
organizat ion. B u t also i t was 
a way of l i fe wh ich promised 
f u l l employment to both body 
and soul i n a w o r l d where u n 
employment in the sense of 
the inab i l i t y of the body to 
w o r k and the soul to believe 
was a constant overhanging 
danger. Perhaps the par ty ' s 
strongest card was t h a t i t 
pleased pride by demanding 
conslant self-sacrif ice beyond 
the po int of endur ing poverty 
and l i fe on the r u n to prison 
cell and gal lows. 

| \ / [ R . K O E S T L E R is f r a n k 
about the rewards tha t are 
open to the Communis t w r i t e r ; 
he gives an i l l u m i n a t i n g ac
count of his j ourney th rough 
Soviet Russia i n 1932, when 
e ight of ten local state pub
l i sh ing t rus ts bought the rights 
of the same short s tory ( a l 
ways at something we l l over 
ten t imes the mon th l y sa lary 
of an average Soviet wage 
earner ) and paid h i m ad
vances on the Russian, Ger
man, U k r a i n i a n , Georgian and 
A r m e n i a n r i gh t s of h is u n 
w r i t t e n book on the Soviet 
Un i on " w h i c h amounted to a 
smal l f o r tune . " A t tha t t ime 
he had not published a single 
book. 

B u t i t was p la in l y not th is 
baksheesh tha t won h i m . I t 
was w o r k i n g on t h a t ant i -Fas
cist propaganda for ten to 
twelve hours a day unpaid, 
w i t h l i t t l e food but a dish of* 
th i ck pea soup a t noon and 
w a l k i n g several miles a day to 
the only free lodg ing he could 
f i n d — a hay lo f t . 

He l iked best of a l l his serv
ice i n the Spanish C iv i l War , 
wh i ch ended for h im i n four 
months i n Spanish prisons, 
most of the t ime in so l i tary 
confinement and i n expecta
t i on of being shot. There he 
found a peaceful ecstasy. Nev
ertheless, he l e f t the Commu
nis t par ty , wh i ch had g iven 
h i m a l l these experiences. I t 
was so great a wrench t h a t he 
has p la in ly f e l t h imsel f a 
maimed man ever since. 

U U T i t had been p a r t of the 
revelat ion he had received in 
pr ison to discover " t h a t the 
end just i f i es the means only 
w i t h i n very nar row l im i t s , 
tha t ethics is not a funct ion 
of social u t i l i t y and cha r i t y 
not a pe t ty bourgeois sent i
ment bu t a g rav i t a t i ona l 
force wh i ch keeps c iv i l i za t ion 
i n i t s o r b i t . " This forbade 
h i m to pretend t h a t the mem
bers of POUM, the T ro t sky i t e 
sp l inter group t h a t was par
t i c i pa t i n g i n the Spanish C iv i l 
War, were t r a i t o r s and agents 
of Franco, as the Communist 
p a r t y l ine pretended. 

I t made h i m suddenly re
vo l t against purges and f i gh t 
f o r the lives of two friends 
who were suddenly arrested on 

(Continued on Page 29) 
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Hart WML 

Jazz Age 
Collegian 

CAMPUS TOWN. By Hart Sttlwell. 
288 pp. New York: Doubleday 
& Co. $3. 

By JAMES KELLY 

DE T E R M I N E D L Y p lac ing 
w a n t o n people i n a 

"Stover a t Ya l e " se t t ing , M r 
St i lwe i l manages some star
t l i n g effects as he takes his 
t u r n at the we l l -worn subject 
of f l a m i n g you th i n the ear ly 
Jazz Age. Th rough the campus 
adventures of L e f t y Mason, a 
hot-eyed, tormented under
graduate, the author pictures 
the confused morals and mores 
of the period. 

A t the wanton level, we see 
L e f t y and his f r iends i n me
thodica l pursu i t of co-eds, a id
ed by the s tandard props of red 
roadsters, bootleg g in , and 
dark roads. A t the Stover 

Upper-Cru 
Daughter 

FRANCES. By Catherine Hvfc 
299 pp. New York: W. W. 
toe * Co. to 

By GRANVILLE HICKS 

T H E Frances of Miss H 
bell's s tory is the a 

chi ld of an unhappy m a m 
between a society woman 
a stol id, colorless lawyer, 
loved by her parents, F r a i 
grows up, as any psycholo 
wou ld have predicted, \ 
s t r ong feelings of insecui 
The consequences are a d 
cu l t adolescence, an unsa 
fac to ry marr iage , a bout v 
alcohol ism, a romant i c 
hopeless love a f fa i r , and t 
another defeat i n love. 

This summary makes " F i 
ces" sound l ike a case s t t 
and on one level t h a t is w 
i t is. B u t i t is also a ah* 
authent ic account of l i f e 
the upper s t r a t u m o f ^ 
Y o r k society, f r o m the mic 
Twent ies t o the end o f 
war . There is a larger dra : 
too, i n w h i c h the cent ra l cr 
acter is not Frances bu t Raj 
Hew i t t , w i t h whom France, 
i n love — as are her mot 
and her mother 's t w o clot 
fr iends. 

Randy remains th rough 

Communism 
-And Back 

f Continued from Page Z) 

fantast ic charges a f ter hav ing 
spent the i r lives in the serv
ice of the Soviet Union . Of 
th is he wr i t es b i t t e r l y , accus
ing a l l Communists and fellow 
travelers of pa r t i c ipa t i on in 
b lood-gui l t : 

Eve ry single one of us 
knows of a t least one f r iend 
who perished i n the A r c t i c 
subcont inent of forced labor 
camps, was shot as a spy or 
vanished w i t h o u t trace. How 
our voices boomed w i t h 
r ighteous ind ignat ion , de
nounc ing f laws in the pro
cedure of just ice i n our com
for tab le democracies; and 
how si lent we were when 
our comrades, w i t h o u t t r i a l 
or convict ion, were l i qu ida t 
ed i n the Social ist s i x t h of 
the ear th . Each of us car
ries a skeleton i n the cup
board of his conscience; 
added together, they wou ld 
f o r m galleries of bones more 
l aby r in th ine t h a n the Par is 
catacombs. 
The Ribbentrop-Molotov pact 

severed the last shred of his 
contact w i t h communism. He 
had g iven seven years of his 
l i fe to the p a r t y and i t was 
his conv ic t ion t h a t every mo
ment of those years had been 
wasted. The means employed 
by the p a r t y only served to 
extend the sphere of those 
means. They never brought 
the ostensible end any nearer. 

J* H I S s tory of the dissipa
t i on of v i t a l energy on an i n 
t r i ca t e and useless technique 
is re to ld by the novel ist I gna-
zio Silone, whose con t r i bu t i on 
includes a most in teres t ing ac
count of a Cominte rn meet ing 
in 1927, where S ta l in and 
Th&lmann and Kuus inen and 
Ko la rov wasted t i m e and force 
on a t t e m p t i n g t o get h i m and 
t w o non-Russian colleagues to 
pass a resolut ion condemning 
a document b y T r o t s k y wh ich 
nobody bu t the Russians had 
read, a resolut ion wh i ch could 
by no conceivable process have 
the smal lest prac t i ca l effect. 

The same s tory is re to ld 
again by R i chard W r i g h t , 

though he a lmost steps out of 
the vo lume by reason of his 
preoccupation w i t h people j u s t 
as people. Th is beaut i fu l 
w r i t e r uses a bare style, bu t 
the men and women in his 
pages are there i n the i r f lesh; 
the economical dialogue is de
l ivered i n the i r several and 
unique voices. # 

I t is re to ld aga in by the 
poet Stephen Spender i n an es
say w h i c h seems more hes i tant 
and dif fuse t h a n others, bu t 
w h i c h contains p ic tures of i n 
te l lectuals in the B r i t i s h Com-

ArtKur Koestler. 

munis t p a r t y so l i ve ly t h a t 
they make M r . Koest ler seem 
a gentle soul. Here, too, is a 
most serious discussion of the 
mora l consequences of a b i g 
o t r y w h i c h is repelled by 
atroc i t ies on ly when they are 
commi t t ed by the opposit ion. 
( " I t was clear to me t h a t u n 
less I cared about every mur
dered ch i ld impa r t i a l l y , I d id 
not r ea l l y care about ch i ldren 
being murdered a t a l l . I was 
pe r f o rm ing an obscene menta l 
act on ce r ta in corpses wh i ch 
became the fuel for propa
gandist passions * * V ) 

AAR S P E N D E R debates 
w i t h extreme seriousness and 
intel l igence the prob lem of 
w h a t the ant i -Communis t 
should do to make his f a i t h 
posit ive. He sees t h a t the peo
ple and nat ions who love l i b 
e r t y mus t " lead a movement 
throughout the w o r l d t o i m 
prove the condit ions o f the m i l 
l ions of people who care more 
for bread t h a n f o r freedom, 
thus ra i s ing them to a level of 
existence where they can care 
fo r f reedom." 

A t t imes the essayists seem 
to c l a im too much fo r them
selves. R i chard Crossman, as
s is tant editor of The New 
Statesman and Na t i on , whose 
happy idea i t was to compile 
th is volume, and M r . Koest ler 
bo th a r r i ve a t the conclusion 
t h a t people who are most l i k e 
l y to set the w o r l d a t r i gh t s 
are ex-Communists, on the 
theory t h a t one w h o has de
scended in t o he l l w i l l t h i r s t a l l 
the more fo r heaven. B u t th is 
is disproved here by the only 
p la t i tud inous essay i n the 
book: André Gide's enthusi 
asm for communism seems to 
have been a super f ic ia l exper i 
ence and his disenchantment 
w i t h i t no more pro found. 

IT must be remembered that 
a l l the w r i t e r s of these essays, 
w i t h the exception of R ichard 
W r i g h t , could have learned 
f r o m others w h a t they had 
learned f o r themselves about 
communism. The i n f o rma t i on 
was a lready available, and 
some lack of shrewdness, some 
masochistic urge mus t have 
led t h e m to d isregard i t . 

The value of th i s book is not 
t h a t i t s authors showed them
selves outstanding , b u t t h a t 
they were t yp i ca l . I t is a t r u l y 
contemporary book; i t shows 
how a t the moment Euro 
peans o f th i s k i n d regard 
communism. 
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