
Publisher Is Given 

Chance to Recover; 

Assailant Dead 
By the Associated Press. 

C L E V E L A N D . Ju ly 23. — J o h n S. 
McCa r r ens , general manager of the 
Cleveland P l a i n Dealer, today was j 
g iven "one out of four chances to I 
su rv ive " bullet wounds inflicted by I 
a n assai lant who later ki l led h imsel f . ! 

Dr . O. A. Weber, who removed a 
bullet from Mr. McCa r r ens ' abdo­
men, said the 74-year-o ld publisher 
was i n cr i t ica l condition. 

Mr. McCa r r ens was shot in the 
left wrist, r ight a r m and lower left 
abdomen yesterday by Herbert L . 
Kob rak . 55-year -o ld native of H u n ­
gary, who had been active for sev ­
era l years i n Cleveland 's foreign 
language publ ishing field. Detective 
Inspector F r a n k W. Story said. 

T h e shooting occurred in Mr. M c ­
C a r r e n s ' fourth-floor office in the 
P l a i n Dealer Bui ld ing in downtown 
Cleveland, where K o b r a k had made 
a n appointment to see the publisher 
about start ing a foreign language 
graphic newspaper. 

Publisher McCarrens 

Dies of Gun Wounds 
Five Transfusions Fail 
To Save Ohioan's Life 

By the AcfcMdSf&d PfMj. 
C L E V E L A N D , Ju ly 2 4 — J o h n 8. 

McCar rens , 7 4 - y e a r - o l d general 
manager of the Cleveland P l a in 
Dealer, died tonight at St. V incent ' s 
Cha r i t y Hospital from bullet wounds 
inflicted Thu r sday by a gunman who 
then killed himself . 

T h e publisher had been given five 
blood transfusions. 

T w o INoies r o i u m . 
Kobrak . a revolver bullet wound 

In his right temple, died 38 minutes 
later . 

Two notes were found in Kobrak ' s 
c lothing, one addressed to police and 
the other to "gentlemen of the 
press," Inspector Story said, i nd i ­
cating he had planned to k i l l Mr. 
McCa r r ens several months ago. 

E n route to Cha r i t y Hospital . Mr. 
McCa r r ens told associate^ Kob rak 
h a d come to h i m for financial help 
and that he had helped h im pre­
viously. Short ly after K o b r a k e n ­
tered Mr. McCar r ens ' office, Miss 
F lorence Anthony, a secretary, said 
she heard four shots in quick suc ­
cession, and then, a moment later, 
a fifth shot. 

"Mr. McCa r r ens opened the door 
of h i s office and came out. He sa id : 
' I 've been s h o t — a crazy m a n just 
shot me.' T h e n he walked into the 
office of Joseph Madigan. c irculat ion 
manager , and collapsed." 

Kob rak Came to U . S. in 1913. 
T h e letter found on K o b r a k said 

he had worked more than 20 years 
ago for the Chicago Tr ibune , C h i c a ­
go Hera ld . St . Louis Globe Democrat 
and the Western W a t c h m a n . He 
came to Amer ica from Hungary in 
1913. He formerly was general m a n ­
ager of the now defunct Conso l i ­
dated Press & Pr in t ing Co., pub­
l isher of foreign language paDers. 

Dr. E r v i n H. Bolgar. Consolidated 
president unti l Its dissolution ~ in 
1939, sa id "he tried to murder me_in 
1939 and I had h im arrested." 

Mr. McCa r r ens . who I s president 
of the Forest C i ty Publ ishing Co. 
w h i c h operates the P l a in Dealer, a 
morning paper, and the Cleveland 
News, an afternoon daily, is a d i rec ­
tor of the Amer i can Newspaper Pub ­
l ishers Association. He served two 
terms as the ANPA ' s president, 
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