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"The author gives a moving picture of the struggle
Communists in Hungary to save their country's libert

in glove with the Soviet authorities, end the impo
stupidity of the Western Powers. These chapters ¢
will be new to most readers amd valuable *o

lyle Aylmar h'!acar‘l:ney

International Affairs”

"A well-documented study of Humgar or policy since 1918, with
special emphasis on the period beginning wi 38"

Th%nerican Politicel Science Review

"Drawing on his manifold expe
end on an unusual wealth of
nishing the reader with a rare
viet techniques of dominati
blending of personal narrative

ces as & lawyer, scholar and diplomat
al evidence, the author succeeds in fur-
serietrating insight into the Nazi and So=-
book, however, is much more than a mere
historical documentation, The three dec-

4

ades of late Hungari rience which in an entertaining but yet scholerly
style unfold before raade@s eyes, acquire a deeper meaning in the over=
all perspective of wh calls "the positive and negative teaching of his-
tory-

If the called to perform the somewhat unpleasent task of

policies that shaped the events leading eventually
to Soviet domiin n Bastern Burope, he surely must go beyond the ac=-
sheran, Yalta end Potsdem, The vecuum of power" was created by
s Allies" in 1919, Their "lack of foresight" paved the way
aggressive policy” end “eventually opened wide the door for

political regimes established along the Danube at the end of
rld War proved to be "a week super-structure, without solid

- d could not fill either the political or the econcmiec place

of the Monarchy in the internstional commumity.” From this negative les-
the author brings out a positive suggestion which might offer "a solu=
n’ for the future" in a much troubled part of East-Central Europe, He
els that the "adventages of a great political end economic unit combined
th the benefits of democratic equality, extended to all nationalities,
might open the door for better developments after the ordeal of the present
period,

In the light of the foregoing general interpretations the story of the
desperate attempts of the Hungarien people end government to preserve the



independence of that country egainst the overwhelming pressurs of A&
viet power clearly emerges, Yet, the author feels justified to sound a wern=
ing to wishful thinkers thet the "time factor" is "all-important b

Scauss t
spirit of resistance cammot be maintained for an indefinite perio Q}
aphe orove

t History"
"Having traced the development of Hungarian politic the climatic
developments of the Second VWorld War, Kertesz offers signdficant chapters

on "Soviet and Western Politics" and "Hungery a Republic s latter is par-
ticularly importeant in presenting 2 minute analysis of v
techniques, Dr. Kertesz gives here an excellent s t of the /myth of hope=
ful expectations concerning a tolersble Russien b is-a~tis the peoples
of Danubian Europe.

Hungarian intellectuals were especiall yonsible for nursing the opti-
mistic illusion of a limited end moderate fo T
The author's description of Hungary as a Re fers a velusble counter=
part to the gemeral surveys of Eastern [ Y tly published by Hugh Seton=
Watson, It indicetes the transitional steps end techniques emploved to break
dovn the resistence of an unwilling satsllite, refashioning it into a willing
vassal state and eventually into t igcéée of the people's republic."

Andrew Gyorgy
“"The Annals of the Amer y of Political and Social Seience”

"Hungary put out feelérs 1lies that resulted in a secret under=

standing formalized in Sep 43, All these contacts were confined to
the West, despite repeated hin t according to errengemerts among the
Great Powers, Hungery was assigned to the Soviet sphere of operations, This
fact was brought‘: h ly the Russian armies were poised on the borders

of the country.

"Ihited States Quarterly Book Review",

&

L s been a eritical zone in the history of the Vestern
uzzle For political security and cultural integrity, bordsred as
it is by the Carpethian Yountaine, nature's barrier between the West and Rus=

fn this book, Dr. Kertesz enalyzes the geographic, political, aconomic
1ie factors in the history of this regiom, and their relation to
ty of Western EBurope. It is a region whose history symbolized the
em in the international community todey: hers culturelly =- yst
divided end bitterly hostile to each other,

on of Bastern Burope == :lmgery, Rumania, Bulgeris,

One of the most valuable qualities of Dr, Kertesz's study is his enalysis
and deseription of sthe plight of satellite diplomacy == the day by day efforts
- meuvers of Hungarien statesmen, faced with overwhelming external power
ealities, trying to maintain Hungary's independence, and at the same time to
reserve her life., Thus, with the rise of Nazi belligerence, we see the val-
ient but wnsuccessful attempts of Hungarien diplomats to meintain a status of
non-belligerency, end yet secure some freedom of action, Her free will to act
was graduslly limited by forces outside her control, Hungery's policies were
formulated on a tightrope, requiring an acrobate dimplomatique,




Despite this, Huncary ettempted to reduce her participetion 1a
resisted Nazi anti-semitism, end ssbotaged her ovm program of econcmic and mil
itery aid to Germeny. But when Hitler invited the Hungarian Prime 2 ster{snd
¥ilitary Staff to Berlin in lareh, 1944, for a weekend conference :
could be done to stop the trains of Nezi tenks end troops rolling
moment across Hungary's borders to occupy hers

The tragedy of modern Hungary was symbolized by the
days of Nazi occupation., The Red Army was advencing toward
troops were destroying the already rubbled=-scarred city as e
was Hungary caught between two overshelming outside forces =-
worlds, "engulfed in the flood of invading armiss =nd cast inj
whirlpoel,

withdrew, Here-
bwo berberian
e Danubian

"Diplomacy under the Red Star" continued the érn, ) After the ermistice
agreement, Hungary was in the hands of the All}4ed Contrél Commission, dominated
almost camnpletely by the Soviet Commend, T arked the gradusl withdrawal of
Western influence from the Danube, All Hungérisn goyernment ections end policy
hed to be cleared through the ACC, In & e
tretingly the pattern of Camunist infi
satellite, Although non-Communist fact
ment, the Interior Ministry was in the hend
ing the political police practicelly aﬁ b

and gradual dominstion of a
nsibly controlled the govern-
the Communists =- thus orgeaniz-
ch of the party.

Under these conditionms,
and implement policy were cont

forts of Hungerisn diplomats to determine
streted, In these days, end in all
the great issues which had m the "™durial of Hungery's hopes", the im=-
portant forces were those .+ eontrol: her geogravhic position; the oe=
cupying Nazi end Soviet + Soyiet leadership; end the lack of Viestern as-
sertiveness,

This bock is more then tudy of the fate of modern Hungery; it is also
|_events shaping internationel affairs since 1919, end
rlomacy to secure peace in the world. In the history

the’ fatal effects of the mistekes of Verseilles -- the
1@ the Trianon Treaty, with its resented geographicel,

hical provisions.

wars, the judgment of western diplomets also erred often,
analyzes the psychological end power forces which were factors in
as of the VWest during the Second World War == the failure to realize
thet “principleés elone, without the support of adequate militery strength and
a1 determination, could not operste in the vacuum created by the col=-
Hitler's Europe." These pages reveal over end over agein thet just
ance-of'-power concept hes proved inedequate as an instrument of di-
n the past, so, bi-polar politics is likewise & perilous basis for
sting international relations today."

Joseph E, Imbriaco
"The Juggler of Notre Dame"

"iost eritics of Hungery are likely to pass judgment on the evidence of
her final ststus as the satellite of the Third Reich during World War II, and
afterwvard that of Moscow, Too little consideration is given to the eircum-
stances which created, end almost none to the underlying currents which tried
to prevent the development of that situation,



official and wnofficial, which worked against this humiliating
on those which for scme reason or other furthered the cause o
sequent suzerains, He furnished the reader with proof that the

country par

of Hungery sided with the opposing currents, This non-ideclogis

excellence, alien in its nationality to both the Germens end avie (Russian)
people, did not want either of the two successive orders \forced upon her by
two gigantic neighbors.

The most impressive parts of the author's nar are, Howéver, those
pertaining to the role of the West in the Hungaris This eppesred
a nezativism towerd Hungarien
spicion and antagonism were
grence and impotence in

not justified, and afterward in a dumbfounding
the face of Soviet atrocities and encroach
tragedy is complete if the expose of the
end that of their internmal supporters is
of the moral obligation, if not responsi f the Western democracies,
This is exactly what the author moderately, ucidly enough, does supple-
ment in his sober "case history of totalitarian conquest,"

panied with the presentation

G, C, Paikert
an Slavic and Bast Buropean Review"

"Tells the brave effor
to keep Hungary west of th

inal failure of this valiant attempt
tain, Dr, Kertesz, now professor of poli=-
tical science at Notre Dame, outline of Hungarien history prior to
World War II and recites in abs ng and exciting detail the ominous perade
of events which in t place?;ﬁungary wnder the vokes of Nazism snd Commumism,
This unhappy record ast errors snd mistakes may serve in some small way as
one of the guidebooks uture diplomatic efforts."

ve

"The Catholic Telegraph-Register"

E memberment after World War I, Hungary, weekened and
arily beceme & Soviet Republic but wes eventually liberated by
s'last Commender of the Austro-Hungarisn Fleet, who as Regent
a King, maintained Hungery's independence till 1943,"

"Follo

A, E, Sokol
"Naval Institute Proceedings"

n fulfilling the terms of the armistice agreement (in 1945)", writes
o & phen Kertesz in DIPLOMACY IN A YHIRLPOOL, "the Russians appointed
a Conmissionh/ to esteblish a list of Fascist books, The Commission was dominat-
ad by Soviet Communists end determined the Fascist character of the publications
acoording to Conmunist wishes, All individuals, libraries and public institu-
tions were obliged to surrender the books on the list for destruction...In the
atalogue of the Library of the Hungerien Netional ifuseum, the Soviet Commission
as looking for the word HORTHY end asked for all the books catalogued uncer
that or similer headings....Thus they destroyed all the books on HORTICULTIRE,
same of them published as far back as the 17th century. They claimed that all
such words spread propagenda for HORTHY,..In this case the Kinister of Fublie
Instruction personelly intervened, but without any result, Intervention in such
? 8 case was considered pro-Fascist action,"

Bernardine Kielty
"Book=-of=the-iionth"
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