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Caricaturists Don't Always Live Up to the Caricatured 

PEACE IN THEIR T IME: Men Who 
Led Us in and Out of War, 
1914-1945. By Emery Kelen. Draw
ings by Derso and Kelen. - 444 pp. 
New York: Alfred A. Knopf $5.95. 

By M A L C O L M M U G G E R I D G E 

FA M I L I A R S of the o ld L e a g u e 
o f N a t i o n s a t G e n e v a w i l l 

a l l r e m e m b e r t h e C a f e B a v a r i a . 
I t s w a l l s w e r e l a v i s h l y d e c o r a t 
ed ( m a y s t i l l be for a l l I k n o w ) 
w i t h c a r t oons by K e l e n a n d 
D e r s o d e p i c t i n g pe r sona l i t i e s 
a n d even t s connec ted w i t h t he 

Mr. Muggeridge, a former 
editor of Punch, wrote "Winter 
in Moscow," "The Thirties" and 
edited the English edition of the 
Ciano diaries. 

L e a g u e . T h e r e j o u r n a l i s t s for 
ga the red , a n d i m a g i n e d t h e m 
se l v e s to be e x c h a n g i n g i n s i de 
i n f o rma t i on . O c c a s i o n a l l y a 
de legate i n p e r s o n w o u l d c o m e 
a long . I once s a w L i t v i n o v s i p 
p i n g a fine w i t h h i s E n g l i s h 
wi fe , I v y , a n d H . G . We l l s . 
T h i s , however , w a s a r a r e o c 
c u r r e n c e . F o r t he m o s t p a r t 
one m e t a t t he B a v a r i a one ' s 
co l l eagues r a t h e r t h a n s t a t e s 
m e n , o r even d i p l omat s . 

W h e n , a f t e r t h e 1939 -45 w a r , 
t h e o ld f i r m reopened i n M a n 
h a t t a n under the s a m e m a n a g e 
m e n t ( but w i t h a n e w n a m e , t he 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s ) K e l e n m a i n 
t a i n e d h i s c o n n e c t i o n — t h i s t ime , 

i n i t s t e l ev i s i on d e p a r t m e n t . 
I n " P e a c e i n T h e i r T i m e " he 
r eco l l e c t s i n t r a n q u i l l i t y the 
l o n g - s t a n d i n g a s s o c i a t i o n . I t 
s e emed to m e t h a t t h e o ld G e 
n e v a d a y s e voked m o r e l i v e l y 
s e n t i m e n t s t h a n t h e subsequent 
M a n h a t t a n ones, p e r h a p s be
c a u s e he w a s y o u n g e r t h e n ; p e r 
h a p s b e c a u s e t h e L e a g u e , w i t h 
a l l i t s m a n i f o l d f a u l t s a n d de 
f i c i enc ies , w a s s o m e h o w a m o r e 
v i v a c i o u s e n t e r p r i s e t h a n the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s h a s so f a r 
p . o v e d — a f i r s t l ove a f fa i r , 
r a t h e r t h a n the p r a c t i s e d a d u l 
t e r y of midd l e - age . 

I n G e n e v a K e l e n ' s c a r t o o n i n g 
b r o u g h t h i m into c o n t a c t w i t h 

m o s t of t h e l e ad ing a c t o r s in 
w h a t b e g a n by be ing a d r a m a 
o f h i g h i n t en t i on s a n d ended a s 
a s o r r y , i f not sord id , f a rce . T h e 
L e a g u e w a s u s h e r e d in to e x 
i s t e n c e on a t ide of P r i n c e t o n i -
a n p l a t i t u d e s a s a n i n s t r u m e n t 
for e l i m i n a t i n g w a r ; i t s l a s t 
c o h e r e n t d i s c u s s i o n w a s on the 
cod i f i c a t i on of l e v e l - c r o s s i n g 
s i gna l s , conduc ted w h i l e the 
W e h r m a c h t a n d the R e d A r m y 
w e r e a c t i v e l y engaged in , be
t w e e n t h e m , s queez ing P o l a n d 
out of ex i s t ence . 

K e l e n i s i dea l l y su i t ed by 
t e m p e r a m e n t a n d a v o c a t i o n to 
r ecoun t t h i s t r a g i - c o m e d y of 
ou r t ime . ( I shou ld h a v e m e n 
t ioned t h a t h e i s a H u n g a r i a n , 
a s p r a c t i c a l l y eve ryone s e e m s 
to be, e spec i a l l y c a r t o o n i s t s ) . 
H i s b a s i c good h u m o r i s i m 
p e r t u r b a b l e ; h i s eye is s h a r p , 
a n d h i s w i t d i s c r i m i n a t i n g . 
W h a t i s a comed i an , h e a s k s , 
but a m o r a l i s t gone w r o n g ? 

A c a r t o o n i s t ' s eye h a s i t s 
o w n p a r t i c u l a r i n s i gh t s . K e l e n ' s 
j u d g m e n t s of m e n l i k e A u s t e n 
a n d N e v i l l e C h a m b e r l a i n , A r i -
s t ide B r i a n d , C u r z o n , E d e n , 
H i t l e r a n d M u s s o l i n i w e r e u n 
a s h a m e d l y ba sed on the i r p h y 
s i o g n o m y r a t h e r t h a n on t h e i r 
u t t e r a n c e s a n d pro fessed i n t e n 
t ions , bu t w e r e none the w o r s e 
for tha t . I n f ac t , h a d the m a k 
e r s of A n g l o - F r e n c h fore ign 
po l i cy t u r n e d for counse l to 

(Continued on Page 46> 

Emery Kelen, left, and his col
league Alois Derso, right, at 
the Cafe Bavaria with a friend 
in 1926. Caricatures by Ke
len and Derso line the wall. 
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Spoil-Sports in the Love 
T H E BATTLE O F THE VILLA F IO-

RITA. By Rumer Godden. 312 pp. 
New York: The Viking Press. $5. 

By L P. HARTLEY 

R U M E R G O D D E N h a s a n i n 
n a t e u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e 

prob lems , e x p e c i a l l y t h e m o r a l 
p rob l ems , of chi ldhood, w h i c h 
h a s been a t the c e n t e r of m a n y 
of h e r nove l s . H e r l a tes t , " T h e 
B a t t l e o f the V i l l a F i o r i t a , " i s 
no excep t i on . 

T h e V i l l a F i o r i t a i s the t e m 
p o r a r y l ove nes t of a g u i l t y pa i r , 
F a n n y C l a v e r i n g a n d R o b Q u i l 
let, a f i l m - d i r e c t o r w h o h a s 
s w e p t F a n n y o. h e r feet. H e r 
h u s b a n d D a r r e l l h a s d i vo rced 
h e r a n d been g r a n t e d c u s t o d y of 
h e r t w o y o u n g e r ch i l d r en , H u g h , 
12, a n d Cadd i e , 10. 

F a n n y a n d D a r r e l l ' s e lder 
d augh t e r , P h i l i p p a , w h o h a d i n 
t e r e s t s outs ide f a m i l y life, took 
the d i v o r c e i n s t r ide . N o t so 
H u g h a n d C a d d i e . F e e l i n g t h a t 
the bo t tom h a s dropped out of 
t h e i r w o r l d t h e y r e so l ve to l e ave 
E n g l a n d , to go to I t a l y , foil 
t h e h o n e y m o o n a n d f e tch the i r 
m o t h e r b ack . 

W h e t h e r s u c h c h i l d r e n w o u l d 
r e a l l y c a r r y t h r o u g h on s u c h a 
p r o j e c t i s a doubt t h a t l i nge r s 
i n the r e a d e r ' s m ind . T h e y 
m i g h t c o n t e m p l a t e it , but t h a t 
t h e y w o u l d be re source fu l a n d 
pu rpose fu l enough to p u t i t into 
a c t i o n s t r a i n s c red ib i l i ty . N e v 
e r the l e s s , H u g h a n d C a d d i e 
r a i s e the m o n e y for the i r j o u r -

Mr. Hartley is a British short-
story witer and novelist. 

ney by s e l l i n g C a 
pony, o v e r c o m e the 
c o m p l i c a t i o n s of fore 
a n d f i n a l l y r e a c h 
F i o r i t a — g r e a t l y to t l 
n a t i o n of the i r q u a r r 

T h i s i s a s t o r y i n 
i s bound to t a k e s ic 
m u s t be s a i d t h a t M 
ho lds t h e s c a l e s of 
r e m a r k a b l y even . ~S 
course , o r a t a n y ra te 
t i a n p r inc ip l e s , the C i 
i n t h e r i g h t to w 
m o t h e r b a c k . W e o T 

haps , to be on the i r 
i t w o u l d h a v e been 
M i s s G o d d e n to load 
t h e i r f avor . Y e t F a n n 
i n love w i t h R o b , w h o 
fu l a n d l i k e a b l e m a n 
c h i l d r e n c o m e to l ike 
w e k n o w so l i t t l e < 
C l a v e r i n g h e s e e m s 
t h a n a c i p h e r ; w e c 
l i eve t h a t F a n n y e 
c a r e d for h i m . 

I t i s to M i s s Godd» 
t h a t s h e doesn ' t sent 
t h e ch i l d r en . H u g h i.< 
i l l - m a n n e r e d , opinior 
a n d Cadd i e , desp i te 
qua l i t i e s a n d a cap 
se l f - s a c r i f i c e , i s no 
P r e s e n t l y t h e y a r e j< 
t h i r d ch i ld , P i a . Rob'. 4 

b y his f i r s t wi fe . P i a 
s m a r t , c l e v e r a n d sop 
a n d j u s t a s a n x i o u s f 
f a t h e r b a c k a s they ; 
b a c k t h e i r mother . 

N o n e o f t he t r io i 
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c a r t o o n i s t s l i k e K e l e n , r a t h e r 
t h a n to the i r s o - c a l l ed expe r t s , 
t he i r d i p l omat i c , s e r v i c e a n d i n 
te l l i gence a d v i s e r s , t h e y w o u l d 
h a v e done m u c h better . 

A n y o n e w h o h a s to d r a w t h e 
h u m a n face, a s K e l e n ind i ca te s , 
c omes to r e cogn i z e s h i f t y eyes , 
c r i m i n a l p r o tube r ance s , a w e a k , 
f a l se m o u t h . T h e s e prov ide 
some i nd i c a t i on of a pe r son ' s 
c h a r a c t e r . O n e h a s on l y to r e a d 
the o f f i c ia l d i s p a t c h e s w h i c h 
p a s s e d d u r i n g the L e a g u e ' s 
shor t , t roub led ex i s t ence to r e 
a l i z e t h a t those w h o d ra f t ed 
t h e m h a d no c r i t e r i a a t a l l . I n 
c identa l l y , K e l e n cons ide r s t h a t 
c e r t a i n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c A m e r i c a n 
p h y s i c a l t r a i t s de r i ve j u s t f r o m 
l i v i n g in N o r t h A m e r i c a r a t h e r 
t h a n f r o m p u r s u i n g happ ines s , 
b e ing free, o r a n y t h i n g l i k e that . 
H e notes a n i n c r e a s i n g l y c lose 
r e s e m b l a n c e b e tween t h e con 
t e m p o r a r y A m e r i c a n a n d R e d 
I n d i a n s . M r . M a c N a m a r a wou ld 
s e e m to be a c a s e in point . 

I n h i s c a r t o o n i n g K e l e n soon 
r a n into a d i f f i cu l ty w h i c h a f 
f l i c ted m e d u r i n g the f i ve y e a r s 
I w a s ed i to r of P u n c h . " N o 
c a r i c a t u r i s t , " h e w r i t e s , " c a n 
eve r be a s f u n n y a s s t a t e s m e n . " 
H o w t r u e ! T h e a r t of c a r i c a 
ture , a s the v e r y w o r d i m p l i e s 
( f r om caricare, to l o a d ) , i s to 
e x a g g e r a t e s o m e f e a tu r e o r p ro 
pens i t y i n o rde r to d e m o n s t r a t e 
i t s a b s u r d i t y . W h o c a n hope to 
e x a g g e r a t e the o b s t i n a c y o f a 
de Gau l l e , t h e b a n a l i t y of a 
K e n n e d y , the f a t u i t y o f a M a c -
m i l l a n , t he c l o w n i s h n e s s of a 
K h r u s h c h e v ? I t j u s t c a n ' t be 
done. O u r a g e i s i t s e l f a c a r i c a 

tu re , a s those w h o h a v e 
a c h i e v e d e m i n e n c e in i t a r e 
t h e m s e l v e s c a r i c a t u r e s . I t i s 
l i k e t r y i n g to be funny about 
the B . B . C . T h e o r i g i n a l exceeds 
one ' s w i l de s t invent ions . 

U n o b t r u s i v e l y , K e l e n ' s o w n 
p o l i t i c a l a t t i t ude emerges . I t i s 
to l e r an t , l i bera l , E u r o p e a n . H i s 
he ro i s B r i a n d , w h o a t t e m p t e d 
w i t h o u t s u c c e s s to a c h i e v e the 
F r a n c o - G e r m a n r a p p r o c h e m e n t 
b r o u g h t about by A d e n a u e r 
a n d de G a u l l e a f t e r a n o t h e r 
d i s a s t r o u s w a r , w h o e n v i s a g e d 
a U n i t e d S t a t e s of E u r o p e 
y e a r s before the f i r s t t e n t a t i v e 
s t e p s w e r e t a k e n t o w a r d s 
a c h i e v i n g one. Y e t , K e l e n r e 
f l u í s sad ly , a n en l ightened , f a r -
s e e i n g m a n l i k e B r i a n d i s for 
got ten , a n d i t i s the Y a h o o s 
l i k e H i t l e r , M u s s o l i n i a n d 
S t a l i n , ysho c on t inue to be the 
s u b j e c t of pub l i c c u r i o s i t y . 
C r e d i t a b l y , now t h a t he i s a n 
A m e r i c a n c i t i z e n a n d res ident , 
he does not w a s t e h i s t i m e on 
n o s t a l g i a for h i s E u r o p e a n past . 
E v e n po l i t i ca l convent i ons h a v e 
t h e i r c o m p e n s a t i o n s for h i m . " I 
p r e f e r , " he s ens i b l y w r i t e s , 
" f u n n y h a t s to s tee l he lmet s , 
b a n d w a g o n s to a r m o r e d c a r s , 
a n d smoke - f i l l ed r ooms to 
s m o k e - f i l l e d s k i e s . " 

I t wou ld be idle to p r e t end 
t h a t K e l e n goes v e r y deep, a n d 
he h a s the o c c u p a t i o n a l d i s ease 
of a l l h u m o r i s t s of r epea t i ng 
o ld c h e s t n u t s . Y e t h i s a c c o u n t 
o f the d i p l omat i c h i s t o r y a n d 
l e a d i n g c h a r a c t e r s of the l a s t 
f our decades i s c l e a r e r a n d 
s h r e w d e r t h a n t h a t of m a n y 
m o r e p re ten t i ous c o m m e n t a 
tors . T h e s cene he so e n g a g i n g 
l y e v o k e s w a s ing lor ious , i f not 
f a tuous , but w e l i ved th rough 
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