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den in the sands of the Americas before Columbus ever

walked up the Caribbean beach sand to plant the flag of
Spain on our soil

a Hungarian scholar, worked for 10 years on a

umbian art that would be all-in-

FEWkMiLhtmalmoﬂundiawv&edwwldofanhyhﬂ-

His efforts have been crowned with unusual success and his two-
volume Medieval American Art (Macmillan, $22.50) is a gem of
research, printing and presentation.

Indeed scholars who have the
gift of making the complicated ing nothing of civilized traits,

such as domestication of cattle,
cultivation of rice or the use
of wheel or plow. They had to
start from scratch, to put it

sional are as rare as edelweis.
In fact, that is a gift too few
historians are blessed with. Yet

Kelemenhasninahtuh:dance. archaeologically. They had to
He can actually make dusts
i with Jife. Eermdﬂmumand

Here spread before you are
riches out of a misty past that
defy the imagination and set
the mind marching into specu-
lative realms that would have
thrilled Poe and given him a
hundred plots for new stories.

For the first time we find

preservation of these examples
of their art. It may also mean
that there were earlier cultures

duras, is a remarkably modern-
ooking piece of sculpture. Note
grace of turned hands.

in use. First was the South-
west, comprising the region
covered by Utah, Colorado, Ari-
zona and New Mexico. The sec-
ond was the Mexican area, from
the Rio Grande southward
through Vera Cruz and Oaxaca.
The third, the Maya area, cov-
ers the eastern section of Mex-
ico, British Honduras, Guate-

mala,
and El Salvador.

The author gives the name of
‘Interlying Area to the fourth

aya maize-god, Copan, Hon- |

and parts of Honduras |

Lefore Columbus

Kelemen's Great 'Medieval American Art'

Canyon de Chelly in Arizona,
showing the White House, re-
mains of incredible Southwest
Area medieval American archi-
tecture, still sturdy, habitable.

section, the States between the

Colombia. The fifth, or Andean
Area includes Peru and sections
of Bolivia, Chile and Argentina.

Their art is unfolded here in
picture and text with a lavish
simplicity that deserves imme-
diate acclaim.
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This solid gold mask of ruler
Xipe-Totec was found in a
tomb at Monte Alban.



