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THE WIND AND BEYOND:

one of that small group of trans-
planted Hungarian scientists
whose knowledge, wit and in-
sight did so much to make our
world what it is today. But un-
like many of the others —Leo
Szilard, John von Neumann,
Edward Teller, Albert Szent-
Gyorgyi — his name is almost
unknown to the general public.
Von Karman was basically an
engineer, specializing in the ap-
parently abstruse discipline of
fluid dynamics — the flow of air
and water. When others were
telling politicians to build atomic
weapons, he was telling them to
build wind tunnels. But no scien-
tist established a closer relation-
ship with the military, and von
Karman’s influence still lives.
Von Karman was a kind of
scientific Lanny Budd, with tk
knack of being where the action
was. He was at Géttingen in th
prewar days when that
university was the center
atomic studies. He worked with
the Zeppelin Company on air-
ships and with Junkers oy
planes in Germany. Mov
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onged 110-mile-an-hour winds.
gn the end, the portrait is that
of'a man who lived the finest
ideals of a scientist. While he
orked with the military, his
aim was not better weapons but
better science. The establishment
of NATO’s research branch was
regarded by von Karman not
as a road to more efficient killing
but as a new method for promot-
ing international cooperation
among scientists and of getting
support for scientists in smaller
countries. He was always look-
ing for ways around the secrecy
that politicians love and scien-
tists abhor. When Dutch scien-
tists set out to build a transonic
wind tunnel, they could not get
details of a classified American
development that was essential
to the project. Von Karman
found that some Swiss engineers,
who were not bound by security,
knew the details, and he put them
to work helping the Dutch. Then
he arranged for American engi-
neers to “criticize” the design
on the basis of Swiss informa-

tion. A truly Hungarian scheme, -

it resulted in the construction of
one of the best wind tunnels in
Europe. >
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