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K Á L M Á N líANDé 
Made Rnitroadwg History 

The outbreak of the f i r s t W o r l d 
W a r overshadowed a ma jor i n 
vention by a H u n g a r i a n genius, 
Kálmán Kandó. I t was i n the 
I t a l i an Alps t h a t the f i r s t large-
scale e lectr i f i cat ion was carr i ed 
out according- to his plans and 
the locomotives, made by tl ie re 
nowned Ganz Works i n Buda
pest, even exceeded the dream of 
the i r m o d e l creator. 

Kand«'» was the one who i n 
troduced the three-phane h igh-
tension current to dr ive the loco's 
enormous motors. Th rough his 
innovat ion, invo lv ing numberless 
in t r i ca te devices and h i ther to 
unknown technical solutions, the 
earl ier loss tha t occured through 
the use of direct cur r en t was 
completeli e l iminated. The model 
rei lroads of Switzer land were 
also electr i f ied fo l lowing the 
Kandó plan. 

In the Uni ted States the Penn-
sytvania R a i l r o a d " ma in linó, 
hefweeH New Yoru and Washing-
ton, j u s t l y boasting of perhaps 
the heaviest bal last anywhere in 
the wor ld , was electr i f ied ac
cording to a s l i ght ly modif ied 
Kandó system. The " O l y m p i a n " 
and other crack streamliners of 
the Mi lwaukee Road over the 
Rocky Mountains and Washing
ton State are also a l i v i n g me
mor ia l to Kálmán Kandó's con
t r i bu t i on in the f ield of fast and 
economic haulage. 

Though recent dieselization 
made the Kandó system of sec
ondary importance, wherever 
cheap cur r en t may be derived 

I f r om water power, the three-
Í phase a l t e rna t ing locomotives 
I are s t i l l tops — on any r a i l r o a d ! 
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