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T O C H M A N , G A S P A R D (1707-1880), . 
Polish soldier, jurist, lecturer & writer; born 
Letovvnia, Austrian Poland, educated Warsaw; 
took part in the November Insurrection as 
major of the infantry & decorated for bravery 
with the golden cross Virtuti Militari. After 
the war emigrated to France & 1836 came to 
US; earned his. living as teacher of French & 
studied law. 1842—44 made a tour of US lec
turing on Poland before state legislatures & 
public assemblies, but this involved him in 
a long press controversy with William Darby, 
who defended Russia. 1846 founded the 
Polish Slavonian Literary Association for the 
purpose of promoting the knowledge of Slavic 
nations. Though composed of many prominent 
Americans of the time, the association short
lived. 1845 admitted to the bar; 1845-52 de
fended the interests of Kosciuszko's* heirs in 
a long & stormy legal litigation before US 
Supreme Court. 1861 offered his services to the 
Confederate states &, aspiring to the rank of 
general, tried to organize a Polish Brigade, 
Louisiana; his efforts resulted in a controversy 
with the Confederate authorities as to his rank 
& emoluments; helped Col. Walery Sulakow-
ski* in his project of raising an army of 30,000 
Polish veterans for the Confederacy. After the 
war, appointed European General State Agent 
of Irnmieration for the State of Virginia. Spent 
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his last years in retirement at his home in 
Spotsylvania, Va. The author of several 
pamphlets on Poland & on the litigation over 
Kosciuszko's estate. (See: HISTORY . ) M. H. 
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