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'WE HLOVE HRABOSKY,' SAY 
CARD FANS, BUT FOES 

DON'T HLIKE HIM AT ALL 

I he game is close, the situation cru
cial. On the mound, Al Hrabosky, the 
St. Louis Cardinals' guerrilla relief 
pitcher, fairly froths as Willie Stargell, 
the Pittsburgh Pirates,' slugger, walks 
to the plate. Hrabosky scowls. And with 
his dark, heavy eyebrows and Fu Man-
chu mustache, he rates as an All-
Star scowler. Suddenly he turns his 
back on Stargell. 

Hrabosky gazes toward left field. He 
is talking to himself. What is he say
ing? "All right, Stargell, you're a great 
hitter but you are going to have to get 
your hits tomorrow because this is 
Al Hrabosky pitching. I am in control, I 
am a schizo bent on destruction. I defy 
you to stand in that batter's box." 
With that, Hrabosky stalks back onto 
the mound and fires his most baleful 
grimace at Stargell. 

The purpose of such antics is two
fold: to help Hrabosky concentrate and 
to unnerve the batter. Of course, it 
does not always work. In the game just 
described, Stargell calmly waited him 
out and then hit a home run. ("That's 
all right," Hrabosky maintains. "It just 
gives me fuel for revenge.") 

Coupled with Hrabosky's formidable 
pitching ability, the routine works of
ten enough for Hrabosky to rank as 
baseball's best relief pitcher. Last sea
son he won 13 games, saved 22 wins 
for other pitchers and allowed an ex
traordinarily low 1.67 earned runs 
for each nine innings. 

Hrabosky, known as "The Mad Hun
garian," cherishes his villainous role. 
"When we play in St. Louis and the fans 
cheer for me, it's great," Hrabosky 
says. "But when people in other cities 
pay their way in to see me lose and I 
win, that's what I really like." 

In his less strident moments, Hra
bosky admits, "I'm a salesman with one 
thing to sell: myself." Until two years 
ago, though, Hrabosky had little to sell. 
After an athletically traumatic child
hood—he was a Little League reject 
—Hraboskv became a good enough 
junior college pitcher to earn a Cardinal 
contract in 1969. But then he shuttled 
between the major and the minor 
leagues for five years. In mid-1974, he 
launched his on-the-mound theatrics 
and his record improved dramatically. 
He and Cardinal publicity man Jerry 
Lovelace divined that fans, tired of 
reading about the stock portfolios of 
such pitchers as Catfish Hunter and 
Tom Seaver, might respond to a colorful 
performer with a bizarre nickname. 
Hrabosky suggested "Mad Dog." Not 
wishing to annoy pet owners, Lovelace 
came up with the name that stuck. (Al's 
family was originally "Hrabvoskzy" 
—the "H" is silent—but his father 
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s imp l i f i ed t h e spe l l i ng , e a r n i n g t he g ra t 
i t ude of s c o r e k e e p e r s e v e r y w h e r e . ) By 
Ju ly of las t s e a s o n , H r a b o s k y h a d be
c o m e so p o p u l a r in St . L o u i s t ha t the 
Ca rd i na l s h e l d a " W e H love H rabosky 
Hbanne r H d a y . " 

H r a b o s k y a n d his w i f e , D e e , w h o 
w e r e h igh s c h o o l s w e e t h e a r t s in A n 
a h e i m , Cal i f , a n d w o r k e d s u m m e r s at 
D i sney l and , n o w l ive in St. Lou is . In 
his s p a r e m o m e n t s , A l a n n o u n c e s a lo
ca l rad io s p o r t s s h o w a n d o n c e even 
n a r r a t e d Peter and the Wo/ f w i th the 
St. Lou i s S y m p h o n y . 

Desp i t e his an t i c s , he has e a r n e d the 
o p p o s i t i o n ' s r e s p e c t . Bil l M a d l o c k of 
t he C h i c a g o C u b s h a d a run- in w i th Hra
bosky in 1974. I r ked by H r a b o s k y ' s 
m u m b o j u m b o , M a d l o c k k e p t s tepp ing 
ou t of t he b a t t e r ' s box . Th is led to an 
e x c h a n g e of w o r d s a n d s h o v e s . M a d 
lock has s i n c e f o r g i v e n H r a b o s k y 
for tha t , bu t no t fo r ho l d i ng h im h i t less 
all last yea r , w h e n M a d l o c k w a s the Na
t iona l L e a g u e ' s t o p ba t t e r . " H e ge ts 
y o u so m a d he j us t w h i z z e s t h e bal l 
r ight by b e f o r e y o u k n o w i t , " M a d l o c k 
says . " I w i sh he w a s o u r s . " 

R A L P H NOVAK 
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