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AN EARLY TRAVELLER IN PRAGUE. By Blaise Hospodar. (Rrin
——C. Willian Gray, Washington, D.C. 13 pages.) s‘
The author of this privately issued booklet is a Czegh=A
student of mediaeval history who translated an old orig
English and supplied it with an introduction and so:
The text itself is a fragment of the diary of Ibrahimz=ib:
visited Prague in A.p. 965 as an envoy of the Calip
is difficult to discover who he was except that he
tinction. Ibrahim spent about six months i

description of Bohemia calls this country “ imong all the
countries of the north.” The text contains i ting informa-
tion about the life of Prague in the tenth century, as the one that
it was built “of stone and lime” and th ads erce and agri-

culture were highly developed in the (¢o brahim mentions
weaving, lace, saddle and shield makin i
mr. He also writes about “light 2 II kerchiefs of very

icate weaving” which, according to him, the tenth-century Czechs
used as money. Describing the appea i

£
iwice of the people he remarks:
“It is worth noting that the feo Ic‘f Bohemia are brunette and have
dark hair,” and notes the fact that-{here-was a wooden bridge leading
g to Prague. He calls Prague * -hest among the cities that are
engaged in commerce,” an t Normans and Slavs, Turks and
~— Jews came to the city with and exported from the country
**flour, zinc and various furs.
All this is quite interesting and itis a pity that Blaise Hospodar did
not attempt to translate’more of Ibrahim'’s text. In his comments on
it he uses this old tex that Czechs of the tenth century were

free of German j goes to special pains in insisting that
Ibrahim did n off any German merchants coming to the
markets of P anxiety is very comprehensible in present
war-time ch) ¢n the Germans are using all means to prove
the opposi il_dp not despise gxrcclcd at falsifying
Czechoslo nd~European) history. But the Allied reader, for

whom this booklet was written, hardly needs such a blitz of persuasion
3 develops. He quotes Palacky as against Hauffen
g in_his power to show that up to the eleventh

at Mr. Hi does not state what library possesses the
of Ibrahim’s diary. Rurina Hivw.



