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IT-JACKET STUNT was performed by Houdini for a New

Q\W Houdini used to offer such exhibitions free to attract attention
V' SR
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TRIAL BY WATER involved being let down to bottom of New York Harbor
after being stripped, chained and put into a’large chest which then had its
cover nailed down and a steel band fastened around it. Houdini came up in
57 seconds. The chest was lmnlf-ll up with its nails and band still in place.
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TRIAL BY MILK CAN involved immersing magician in a large can filled

— /ith water or, in cities with publicity-conscious dairy companies. with milk.

The can was then secured with a dozen padlocks. Houdini would make his
way out in a minute, leaving padlocks intact and the can filled to the brim.



REAL MRS. HOUDINI married/

magician in early days of his career.
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The real Houdini was a model
family man. His wife help¢d Him,
in his acts in the early days;took/
his

care of his practical needs
life. Just as he sp:-n't years test-
“ing mediums because he wanted
0 zet in touch with his’déad
mother, she sought for\17 years
after his death\tolcommunicate
with him béyond the grave. The
long histéry of théir marital de-
votion makes an’ éngaging back-
ground’ for the’ Houdini tricks
in the “moyie. The producer
added ~anéther engaging touch
by hayving Mrs. Houdini played,

logically enough, by Janet Leigh,

the real-life Mrs. Tony Curtis.
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MOVIE LEVITATION ACT is performed at a restaurant where magician’s

wife stretches out in mid-air with no other apparent support than a broom.
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serformed by movie Mrs. Houdini who changes
sonate her husband when he fails
act, having experienced a slight delay in escaping from
locks with a wire held by two of his toes.

QUICK-CHANGE ACT is |

her clothes hacKstage 0 that she can imper

to turnup in time for his
Tower of London while picking its



famed for hxs escapes from
bandcuﬁs, jail cells
CO ers of all kin
a o
cape
film-biography fo

# Real name: Ebrich Weiss. He was the son of #

an Appleton, Wis. rabbi.

In rich Technicolor, the Houdini career
is followed from stmgglmg carhiv
gician qpid’s best E:I
ist, The mov!e eﬂﬁs with his dea
a age of 52 while he was sus
upside down in a strait jacket i huge
tank of water (actually, Houdini
. hospital of peritefitis). Other hj,f}iﬁghti !
4 his arrest”in Germany on the rge that)~
]ns act was a fraud and his a&ﬁ&{ aft )/
demo ing his abilities in‘a¢

from a strait| Aw]:u.le
tf.'mghng from a Times

qﬁ( “buik ing,
[ from a packing c: red into the icy
n “escaiéiproof”

Detroit River, f

Curtis & Lex -
One cute trick after ancther.

cell in the Tower of London; his attempts,
after the death of his mother, to commu-
nicate with her through mediums and his
subsequent campaign to eXpofe spiritual-
ists as fakes.

The picture makes no attempt to give
away any of the secrets of Houdini’s
feats. In the title role, Tony Curtis is as
unrevealing about. Houdini the man as
about Houdini the magician, hardly hint-

ing at his dynamic personality, strength,
ingenuity and resourcefulness. Hou-
dini’s wife and assistant, Janet Leigh

(Mrs. Tony Curtis in real life) is another
cute trick. Together, they achieve an illu-
sion that outdoes Houdini : in the
good old Hollywood tradit they grow

old" in the film’s quences without
pfﬂtm bit less ya’
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