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H o u d i n i CONTINUED 
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T R I A L B Y W A T E F * involved being let down to bottom of New York Harbor 
after being stripped, chained and put into a large chest which then had its 
cover nailed down and a steel band fastened around it. Houdini came up in 
57 seconds. The chest was .hauled up with its nails and band still in place. 

T R I A L B Y M I L K C A N involved immersing magician in a large can filler! 
with water or, in cities with publicity-conscious dairy companies, with milk. 
The can was then secured with a dozen padlocks. Houdini would make his 
way out in a minute, leaving padlocks intact and the can filled to the brim. ek
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MRS. M I N I WAS IN THE A6t 

R E A L M R S . H O U D I N I married 
magician in early days of his career. 

The real Houdini was a model 
family man. His wife helped him 
in his acts in the early days, took 
rare of his praetieal needs all his 
life. Just as he -pent yeBRest-

nediums because he wanted 
l ^ g e t in touch with his dead 
mother, she sought for 17 years 
after his death to communicate 
with him beyond the grave. The 
long history of their marital de
votion makes an engaging back
ground for the Houdini tricks 
i n the movie. The producer 
added another engaging touch 
by having Mrs. Houdini played, 
logically enough, by Janet Leigh, 
the real-life Mrs. Tony Curtis. 

M O V I E L E V I T A T I O N A C T is performed at a restaurant where magician's 
wife stretches out in mid-air with no other apparent support than a broom. ek
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O l I I C K - C H A N G E A C T is performed by movie Mrs. Houdini who changes ffiS* that she ean impersonate her husband when he fads 
ton n P ntime for his aet. having experienced a slight delay .n escaping rom 
To er ofLondon while picking its locks with a wire held by two of h.s toes. 
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u-JHoudirii (P^ramojfct) dramatic the 
HfFoT 1Rfaster«agician Ha^g^Houami.* 

strai: famed for his escapes from sTOit jacket-
handcuffs, jail cells ajM|ipcked and sealed 
coj^uners of all kincflMportunately^te 
.iccearr. of the Houdini story fails to es
cape from the i onvenlaonal, romant 
film-biography formula. 

* Real name: Ehrich Weiss. He was the son of 
an Appleton, Wis. rabbi. 

In rich Technicolor, the Houdini career 
is followed from struggling carnivaj ma
gician t^the weld's best kno^ijj" HJusion-
ist. The movie errds with his* death in jjte6 
a t ^ e age of 52 while he was suspended 
upside down in a strait jacket in a huge 
tank of water (actually, Houdini died in a 
hospital of peritonitis). Other highlights: 
his arrest in Germany on the ^^rge that 
his act was a fraud and his acquittal after 
demonstrating his abilities in a courtroom; 
his escapes from a strait jacket while 
dangling from a Times Square building, 
from a packing case lowered into the icy 
Detroit River, from an "escapejfroof" 

CURTIS & LEIGH 
One cute trick after another. 

cell in the Tower of London; his attempts, 
after the death of his mother, to commu
nicate with her through mediums and his 
subsequent campaign to exJJefee spiritual
ists as fakes. 

The picture makes no attempt to give 
away any of the secrets of Houdini's 
feats. In the title role, Tony Curtis is as 
unrevealing about Houdini the man as 
about Houdini the magician, hardly hint
ing at his dynamic personality, strength, 
ingenuity and resourcefulness. A#* Hou
dini's wife and assistant, Janet Leigh 
(Mrs. Tony Curtis in real life) is another 
cute trick. Together, they achieve an illu
sion that outdoes Houdini flHhif: in the 
good old Hollywood traditr^fthey grow 
old in thefilm's njM|j|equences without 

L t i b f l K p w i ^ ^ ^ * bit less y°4£jfc ek
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