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By Betty

NEW YORK p-
. pened between tones
of the Buchsba the
Estrichers at tihe hpelah

rom Short Hills, N.J., and
pesldento!theN‘aﬁmal
Society of American Mag-
cians.

THAT WAS fortunate, as
some of the small party of

amateur and news-
men were standing on the flat

Mishell and his aide, Larry
Arcuri, launched into a brief
“wand-breaking ceremony,” in
which a $1 white- tipped black

e

York Corresponden

magician’s wand is cracked in
half, symbolizing that the pow-
er the magicians ed
through the wand is now dis-
sipated.

The ceremony, according to
Mishell, wasfirst performed in
1926 when Houdini was buried
and is traditionally observed
at magicians’ funerals.

Someone recalled the story
that Houdini was buried with a
telephone so he could make
contact with this world after

to the next. Another
said he had promised to con-
tact his renowned colleague,
Harry Blackstone.

“WELL, HE NEVER did,”
Mishell said with a smile. I
guess there was a commu-
nications gap.” g 3

“Good-by, Harry, see Yyou
next year,” Arcuri called as
the chartered bus pulled away
from the cemetery. =

“Watch out,” came 2 voice
from the back of the bus, *“you

might get an answer.”



