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Above, candidate 

Hogan talks 

with Walter Camp. 

Right, Ilona 

Hogan, in dirndl, 

dances with Joseph 

Schaff, in 

lederhosen. 

The Hogans: 'Whatever Happens,' 
She Says, 'We Worked Together.' 

By Sally Quinn 

I t was about six yea r s ago that 
I l ona Modly, wanting to e a r n 
enough extra credits to graduate 
from college, s igned up for a sum
mer publ ic relations course at the 
Un ive r s i ty of Mary land . 

" T h e f i rst day of c l a s s , " she re 
ca l l s , " I wa lked i n and saw the 
teacher, this short, dumpy guy i n a 
hideous purp le b lazer . " 

I t was L a r r y Hogan, now a R e -
publ ican congressman f rom Mary , 
l and runn ing for governor. 

" I t cer ta in ly wasn 't love at f irst 
s i g h t " adds I l ona Modly Hogan 
emphatical ly . 

" T h a t , " pipes up he r husband 
from the front seat of the i r rented 
campaign convertible, " i s off the 
record . " T h e n turning to his wife 
he added laughing, " W e may have 
our first fight over th i s . " 

L a r r y and I lona Hogan haven't 
rea l ly had m u c h t ime to fight. E v e r 
s ince they were marr ied , i n a smal l , 
quiet, fami ly ceremony at Wi l l i ams
burg I n n , M a r c h 16, they have 
been on the go. 

I lona , near ly 27. was f inishing 
law school at Georgetown Un ive r 
sity and L a r r y , near ly 46, was 
sponsoring l i n anti-abortion b i l l i n 
Congress, studying impeachment 
as a member of the House Jud ic i a ry 
Committee and announcing his 
candidacy for governor of Mary
land. 

So you see, they jus t haven 't had 
a second. B u t Sunday, whi le cam
paigning i n Mary land, a day hast i ly 
scheduled after the impeachment 
hearings became unnecessary, they 
had t ime to ta lk about their re la 
tionship, themselves and the l i fe 
they hope to share. 

I lona Hogan is a s l im, sma l l 
woman wi th a pale face, pale blond 
hair , and a c lear blue Teutonic 
gaze. rShf> wa<f h^rn i n Southern 
Ge rmany of a Ge rman mother and 
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The Hoganss "It certainly wasn't love at first sight,*9 Ilona says. "That" notes Larry, "is off the record." 

Hungar ian father and r moved to 
^ M q r v i a i i d whep she was a srpal^ 

cYnld^ She looks decidedly G e r m a n 
and he r manner i sms complete the 
picture* She is reserved, contained 
and quiet, g iving the impress ion 
she is shy, which she is n o t 

She is precise and methodica l i n 
her th inking and speaking, and she 
has sure confidence about he r 
polit ical opinions, though she w i l l 
not readi ly offer them unless ask
ed. She is a pract ica l , intel l igent, 
logical woman. She is not ter r ib ly 
humorous, and though cordia l and 

polite, she doesn't radiate a great 
dea l of na tu ra l wa rmth or spon
taneity. She ' s ve ry mature for her 
age. 

I l ona Hogan i s a Cathol ic , as is 
he r husband, and graduated f rom 
Immacu la ta H i g h Schoo l here . " I 
give them credit for giving m e the 
idea that women can do any blessed 
thing they want to do and not jus t 
stay home and take care of ch i l 
d r e n , " she says . S h e went on to 
Marymount Col lege i n Ta r ry town , 
N.Y. , and graduated from George 
Washington Un ivers i ty here. I t was 

the summer after graduation that 
she took a course f rom Hogan i n 
publ ic relations. 

" H e r t e rm paper was so g rea t , " 
he says, " that I scr ibbled on the 
bottom of i t to let me know i f she 
ever needed a job. She took me up 
on i t . " 

Hogan was runn ing for Congress 
at the t ime. He had graduated f rom 
Georgetown L a w School , spent a 
seven-year stint as a n F B I agent, 
and then gone on to start h i s own 
publ ic re lat ions f i rm. 
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The Hogans: Whatever Happens, We Worked Together' HOGANS, From Bl 

He was mar r i ed (he mar r i ed at 19) 
Wi th two ch i ld ren when he met I lona. 

" L a r r y is very ambit ious and very 
aggressive and he's so gung-ho about 
every th ing he does," says his wi fe . "He 
pu is every th ing in to i t . He j u s t d idn ' t 
have the t ime for his f ami l y d u r i n g his 
f i r s t marr iage . " 

I l ona Hogan's descr ipt ion of her hus
band is very accurate. I n he r pract ica l 
wav she has no i l lus ions about h i m and 
accepts h i m as he is. He is a short , not-
qui te-dumpy man who has a nice, al
most handsome face and a very boy ish 
demeanor. When you f i rs t meet Hogan 
i t is very obvious that he is ambi t ious 
and aggressive and gung-ho. He is fa
cile i n his speech, gregarious, has a 
conv inc ing manner and ta lks l i k e what 
he calls himsel f , "a moderate . " H is 
vo t ing record, however, shows h i m to 
be conservative. 

H i s detractors ca l l h i m sl ick. There 
ts a touch of the P.R. man i n h i m , 
wh i ch helps h i m to say what he th inks 
people might want t o hear, p a r t l y ou t 
o f genuine candor, pa r t l y out of a 
desire to please, par t l y out of calcul
a t ion . 

When L a r r y Hogan became the f i r s t 
Republ ican on the House Judic iary 
Commit tee to speak out i n favor o f 
impeachment, he suddenly became ap
peal ing to many l iberals to whom he 
had f o rmer l y been anathema. Yet 
many fe l t tha t he had done i t f o r po l i 
t i ca l reasons. He said he thought i t 
wou ld lose h i m a lo t of votes i n the 
gubernator ia l race, yet he is r u n n i n g 
i n a largely Democratic state against 
a popular Democratic incumbent gov
ernor . I t was also suggested tha t he 
d i d i t , as a re lat ive unknown , fo r name 
recognit ion. He denies th is . 

A colleague, Rep. Brock Adams CD-
Wash.) once said of h i m , " H e sits at 
D.C. Committee meetings l i ke a pleas
ant fe l low, talks l ike a moderate and 
then votes l ike a Neandertha l . " 

i l e has a ra ther sophomoric, eager, 
outgoing sense of humor , and though 
he is 20 years olaer than h i s new wife, 
he doesn't seem i t at a l l 

'She reminds me often that she's 
mature for her age and I ' m immature , 
for mine . " he laughs. 

L a r r y Hogan th inks his greatest l i a 
b i l i t y is, "my candor." "I'm not as fa
m i l i a r w i t h state issues as I want to 
be," he says, "because of the impeach
ment hearings. That 's been used 
against me." 

One wonders why Hogan does i n 
fact want to be governor. "That 's a 
good quest ion," he says. " I wish I had 
an answer. I th ink i t 's because person
a l ly my own interests lie i n the admin-

- is t rat ive rather than the legislative 
area. I l ike to see things happen." 

Fr iends of I lona Hogan don' t p ic ture 
her i n the t rad i t i ona l ro le o f F i rs t 
Lady of Mary land. She laughs about 
that , too. 

" M y friends say they don't see me as 
another Bootsie Mande l , " she says, 
" and I don't see myself hav ing teas a l l 
the t ime . " 

I t would be d i f f i cu l t to imagine her 

indu l g ing hersel f i n tha t sort o f f r i v o l 
i t y . 

Once she had graduated f r o m col
lege she began a part-t ime j ob i n 
L a r r y Hogan's then-new congressional 
office. That developed in to a j ob as as
sistant press secietary, t h e n press sec
retary , t h en legislative assistant, then 
adminis t ra t ive assistant. Wh i l e she was 
legis lat ive assistant she began n ight 
law school. 

I t was about three years ago tha t 
they began seeing each other r omant i 
cally. A n d I l ona qu i t her j o b and went 
to Georgetown Un ive rs i t y Law School 
f u l l t ime. She graduated i n May. 

" I did want to go out w i t h h i m , " she 
says. " B u t I d idn ' t want to work i n the 
office w i t h h i m at the same t ime . " 

"She gets along great w i t h the g i r l s 
i n the of f ice," he says. "The guys too, " 
she says ind ignant l y . "Yeah, b u t you 
wou ld have had more t rouble w i t h the 
g i r l s , " he says. "Women, " she says. 

" I wanted to be known as his A.A.," 
she said. " I f I ' d been seen going out 
w i th h i m too, people wou ld have 
thought the wors t . " 

•That upset us when they put i n 
Newsweek recent ly that I marr i ed my 
press secretary." he said. "They obvi
ously chose to use that j ob becuase i t 
sounded more l ike I was foo l ing 
around w i t h my secretary. People ac
cuse both M a r v i n Mandel and me of 
dump ing our aging wives and marry
i n g young g i r l s " he said. "We l l , my 
marr iage was dead long before I met 
I l ona . " 

"Most of the problems we have," she 
says, "are f r o m women who are i n the 
sa^e pos i t ion as the wives. They were 
brought up to oe wives and mothers 
and no th ing else and when they were 
cut off they had nothing. Now, instead 
of t r y i n g to do something for them

selves, they t r y to take i t out on other 
people. That's why I w i l l never," she 
says emphatical ly , "be a fu l l - t ime w i f e 
and mother . " 

She is r o w , however, f ive months 
pregnant and barely showing. 

"We s truck luck on our honey
moon, " she says. 

"We d i d n t t e l l anyone because we 
kn^w they would start count ing . " 

"Who counts?" he says. 
" W e i l , she sa>s, "when Pierre T r u -

deau got marr i ed everyone counted 
and i t wasn't nine months before she 
had the baby." 

" Look who's count ing , " he says. 
" I w o u l d l i k e at least f our ch i l d r en , " 

she says. " B u t ' I do realize that you 
cannot be a to ta l success unless you 
devote a l l of your t ime to something. 
I can pract ice law four days a week 
and be a wi fe and mother three. I rea l 
ize I won ' t be a super-great lawyer. 
Bu t I ' m a f i r m believer i n the qua l i t y 
of t i m e spent w i t h ch i ldren , no t the 
quan t i t y . " 

She recognizes the problems o f be
i n g a po l i t i ca l wi fe but says they are 
not so d i f f i cu l t i f you understand 
them. "There's a b ig difference be
tween being a g i r l f r i end and a wi fe , 
as I 'm sure Jeanne Mandel knows. Be
fore, L a r r y wou ld jus t introduce me. 
New people w i l l t a l k to me and I can 
go out and make speeches fo r h im . 
Bu t I must admit , i t ' s awful ly ha rd to 
stand there and look l i ke w indow 
dressing. 

" I can art iculate the things he feels. 
Lots of wives don' t get invo lved be
cause they ' re a f ra id they ' l l make a, 
faux pas. I play devil's advocate w i th 
L a r r y before his speeches. Bu t when 
he's at a press conference the hardest 
t h i n g is for me to sit there and say 
no th ing because I know the answer to 

the question as w e l l as he does. I n fact, 
we've j oked about my r u n n i n g for the 
seat tha t he had to give up i n order to 
r u n for governor." 

Somehow, i t doesn't seem l i k e such a 
joke . And occasionally Rep. Hogan w i l l 
be brought up short by his wi fe i n the 
area of women's r i ghts . 

" I t h i n k you g i r l s are a l i t t l e overly 
sensitive sometimes about these 
th ings , " he w i l l say. " B u t when we 
were dat ing I cooked d inner for her 
sometimes i f she had a late class or 
something . " 

" I also made m y own bed and hung 
up my own clothes and tha t d i d n ' t of
fend my mascu l in i ty . " 

She insists tha t he does none of tha t 
now, bu t the i r house is spotlessly neat 
and clean. They l ive i n Pr ince 
George's County i n a house we l l iso
la ted and w i t h a sw imming pool. There 
is a stable beh ind, owned by neighbors, 
where the Hogans keep the i r four 
horses. The house, once occupied by 
Ho?an and his f o rmer wife, Nora, was 
bought f r om her by Hogan when she 
moved to F lo r ida w i t h the i r 18-year-
o ld son. Hogan's 25-year-old daughter 
l ives i n Mary l and and made h i m a 
grandfather three weeks ago. " M y 
f o rmer wi fe and I are good fr iends 
now," he says. 

The house is being furnished by the 
new Hogans i n V i c t o r i an antiques 
w h i c h they collect o n the weekends. I t 
looks qui te German, w i t h l i t t l e doi l ies 
on a l l the tables, knick-knacks every
where, and heavy velvets and bro
cades on the f u r n i t u r e . 

They had breakfast at home Sunday 
morn ing before a day o f campaigning 
w h i c h inc luded a mini-parade, a Ger
man beer fest (where I l ona changed 
in t o a d i rnd l ) , and a cockta i l recept ion 

Left, Larry and Ilona Hogan relax 

in their campaign trailer. Right, 

Hogan gives a bumper'Sticker to 

David Lingenfelder. 

Photos by Margaret Thomas 
— T h e Washington Post 

(where she changed i n t o a decollete 
evening dress). 

Eo th Hogans admi t t o not l i k i n g 
campaigning. " I don ' t l i k e to go up t o 
people i n shopping centers and impose 
myself , " she says. " I ' m not l ike Jeanne 
Mande l where she's had so much pub
l i c i t y people recognize her. I say I ' m 
I l ona Hogan and they don ' t know who 
I am. A n d I don ' t l i ke to say I ' m Mrs . 
L a r r y Hogan." 

B u t she smiles gamely, waves, 
shakes hands, and chats though she 
seems a b i t uncomfortable and self 
conscious and not w i l d l y happy do ing 
i t . " I ' d m u c h rather go to a smal l po l i 
t i ca l recept ion where people know can
didates w i l l be there and we can dis
cuss the issues." 

She postulated many of his positions 
whi l e she was his administrat ive assist
ant. A n d she readi ly admits that they 
sometimes disagree on issues. " I lona 's 
more l i be ra l than I am, " he says. 

" I ' m more of a compromiser, " she 
says * Where he's more of a to rch car
r i e r . " 

One issue on which they are s l i gh t l y 
at odds is abort ion. A n d they bo th ap-
pe?r tense when the subject is raised. 

He is complete ly against abort ion ex
cel t to save the l i fe of the mother . 

She says she can't pu t hersel f i n the 
posi t ion o i ins is t ing tha t a woman 
have a baby i f she knows i t w i l l be de
formed o r have Tay-Sachs disease. He 
disagrees w i t h th is posi t ion. She 
quick ly says tha t i f h is b i l l is passed 
there wou ld be some legal recourse for 
mothers of the potent ia l ly deformed. 
He doesn't say anyth ing . 

' I ' m against abort ion on demand 
though , " she says. "The women i n the 
women's movement who are fo r i t are 
the one's who shouldn't r e l y on t h a t 
c ru t ch because they have a l l the b i r t h 

cont ro l available to t h e m . " 
I f they get to the Governor's man

sion she says she hopes to cont inue 
w o r k i n g w i t h her husband as she d i d 
before she le f t his office. 

B u t they seem real ist ic about the 
fact tha t he may not w i n . " I f not, I ' l l 
practice law, " he says. "We've even 
thought of pract ic ing law together. I 
was even t h i n k i n g that doing a tele
v is ion t a l k show m igh t be rea l l y f u n 
and jus t the t h i n g I should do, especi
a l l y w i t h my congressional ins ights.* 
A n d they are look ing fo rward to hav
i n g a f ami l y (she admits that i n the 
governor's mansion she wou ld have a 
" b u i l t - i n baby-sitter" ) . 

" B u t whatever happens, we worked 
together, " she says, "and I j u s t know 
h i m . We grew on each other. He's so 
aggressive I jus t know we ' l l have a 
great l i fe together." 

" I don' t know at what po int we f e l l 
i n love w i t h each other , " he says. " B u t 
i t wasn't a l i gh tn ing bolt . I guess I 
l i k e d her because she was br i gh t and I 
got to depend on her . " 

Tha t ' s not exactly a b e l l - r i n g e r " 
she says. " You can do better t h a n 
tha t . " She l iked h i m because of "h i s 
s incer i ty and honesty. A n d he has this 
sexy look that he gets sometimes. . . ." 

"She keeps t e l l i ng me that and I 
practice and pract ice, " he says, "but I 
can't seem to get i t . Then, jus t when 
I've given up she ' l l say, T h a t ' s i t . ' " 

" You know, " he says, " I l ona has 
changed a lot of th ings about my l i fe . 
I 've been th rough a number of di f fer
ent careers and I 'm not looking for 
challenges l ike I used to since I met 
her. I haven't been as ambit ious to 
f i n d a higher mounta in . I don't feel 
tha t compulsion anymore. I 'm more 
content. Less anxious. I don't feel tha t 
I have to claw my way to the top . " eko
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