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T H E W A S H I N G T O N POST 

Hungarian Artist-Linquist 

86 Hour Day Is 
By Dorothy McCardle 
THERE WAS A T I M E 

when H u n g a r i a n art ist-
l inqu is t L i l l i a n von H i l d , 
now of Bethesda, wished fo r 

a 3 6 - h o u r 
1 day. 

" B u t that 's 
m u c h t o o 
short f o r a l l 
the l i v i ng I 
wou ld l ike to 
c r a m i n t o 
each day," 

says Mrs . von 
H i l d . "No th 
i n g less than 

McCard le a n 8 6 . h o u r 

day w i l l be adequate." 
That sets the theme of 

courage and r e l i s h w i t h 
wh i ch this charming and 
g i f ted woman has surv ived 
the personal disaster of war 
and to ta l loss of for tune. 

H e r phi losophy of l i v ing , 
acquired du r ing her 50-odd 
years, gives a dist inct ive v i 
t a l i t y to the classes i n sculp
t u r e and Spanish wh ich she 
teaches to adults at two 
j u n i o r h i gh schools and a 
D. C. recreat ion center. 

" M y students are a l l grown
ups, and I t r y to convey to 
them the greatest j oy i n the 
w o r l d , the j o y of l earn ing 
something new a l l the t ime , " 
she savs. 
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been: , 

"Keep your eyes, y o u r 
ears, and your hear t open, 
but not your mouth . Keep 
i t s h u t " 

T H I S A T T I T U D E is invis
i b l y inscr ibed u p o n the 
atmosphere of her class
rooms at the Guy Mason 
Recreat ion Center and West
e rn Jun io r H i g h S c h o o l 
where she teaches Spanish, 
and at Kens ington Jun io r 
H i g h S c h o o l where she 
teaches sculpture. 

Mrs . von H i l d ta lked last 
week i n the l i v i n g room of 
her smal l cottage jus t back 
of the Nat iona l Inst i tutes of 
Hea l th — o f the past when 
she and her husband lost a l l 
they had i n Budapest, of the 
present when l i f e is begin
n i n g again i n Amer ica , and 
of the fu ture when she feels 
fata l is t ic about Russia and 
i t s mult i -megaton bombs. 

V i r t u a l l y every i t e m o f 
f u r n i t u r e and decor i n he r 
l i v i n g room has been made 
by Mrs . von H i l d and her 
husband, Charles, w i t h do-it-
yourse l f resourcefulness. I n 
c luded are wooden benches 
along two wal ls w i t h gai ly 
covered cushions, a home
made wooden-framed sofa 
w i t h handsomely covered 
foam rubber pads, a coffee 
table tha t is covered w i t h 
a handsome embro idered 
(by Mrs . von H i l d ) runner , 
b u t soon w i l l have a ce
ramic top (also by her) . 

She designed the book
cases and made the drape
r ies. A n d a l l the ceramic or
naments were f i r ed i n her 
two professional k i l n i n her 
a t t i c studio. 

One t h a t pa r t i cu la r l y 
catches the eye is a large 
p late bearing the von H i l d 
f am i l y crest i n soft, m u t e d 
colors. This is a l l that is l e f t 
o f those great, r i ch days i n 
Hungary when Charles von 
H i l d was president of his 
o w n factory, l i ved i n a f ine 
house i n Budapest, had a 

summer home 10 miles dis-
tant , and when he and his 
wi fe flew the i r own pr ivate 
plane. 

I N M A R C H , 1944, bombs 
f r o m Amer i can planes lev
eled von Hi ld 's concrete fac
tory . The i r home h i gh on a 
h i l l was shot to bits by Rus
sian bul lets f r o m the h i l l op
posite. A n d the i r l i t t l e plane 
was k idnaped by the Soviets, 
too. 

They had no th ing l e f t ex
cept the i r courage and a 
l i fe-t ime desire to come to 
the Un i t ed States. V o n H i l d 
had read f o r years of scien
t i f i c and engineer ing prog
ress i n Amer ica. He wanted 
to t r y his own engineer ing 
s k i l l here. B u t i t t ook t h e m 
10 years to get here, by way 
of A rgen t ina where they 
spent a decade before they 
f ina l l y sighted the Statue of 
L ibe r t y . 

I n another year, they w i l l 
have completed the i r f ive 
years residence to qua l i f y 
f o r U. S. cit izenship. 

Mrs . Von H i l d , once an 
ardent swimmer, sk i ier and 
w r i t e r of chi ldren's stories, 
now devotes herself t o lan
guage and art . She speaks 
seven languages, per fected 
her Spanish d u r i n g t h a t de
cade i n Argent ina . She is a 
graduate of the Budapest 
Academy of F ine A r t s i n 
sculpture and archi tecture . 
Her ceramics are on exh ib i t 
here at Garf inckel 's , Wood-ek

on
yv

ta
r.s

k-
sz

eg
ed

.h
u



ek
on

yv
ta

r.s
k-

sz
eg

ed
.h

u

O H , W H A T A B E A U T I F U L MORNIN*— 
This has been the theme song of L i l l i a n 
von H i l d before and since she f led f r o m 
Hungary after W o r l d War I I . She now 
teaches language and sculpture i n adul t 

By Douglas Chevalier, Staff Photographer 

education classes here, and has not let the 
loss of home and fo r tune i n Budapest d i 
min ish her j oy i n l i v ing . She and her hus
band, Charles, t reat the i r Belg ian shep
herd, Adore, l ike a member of the fami ly . ek
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ward & Lothrop 's and the 
Watergate I n n . 

B U T T H E R E A R E s t i l l so 
many more things she wants 
to l ea rn—t ime pe rm i t t i ng . 
Despite a l l she and her hus
band have suf fered at the 
hands of the Soviets, she 
s t i l l feels none of the appre
hension w h i c h is d r i v i n g so 
many people i n Amer ica to 
d i g shelters. 

" A f t e r you have l i v ed 
th rough war, you feel fa
ta l is t ic about i t , " she says. 
" You make the most of 
every precious minute of 
the day and w ish you d idn ' t 
have to sleep any of the 
wonder fu l hours of l i f e 
away. 

" I can honestly say tha t 
never i n my l i fe have I ever 
known a moment of bore
dom. " 
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