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WITH HIS TRUSTY GLASS, ZOLTAN HARASZTI EXAMIXES A RARE BOOK IN THE BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

A VERY PROPER SWIN

Expert uncovers century-old masterpiece of thievery

by three Bostonians of three of world’s rarest books

by ROBERT WALLACE

i FINE old crime has a charm and an aroma that no raw new
/ product can imitate. Herg i< a delicate little masterpiece without
a hint of violence or a whisper of bad taste, in which all that happened
was that three Bostonians stole thrée books. So skillful was the job
that it was 25 years befure the victims éven realized that they had
been superlatively diddled. Today, a-centudry afterward, the rich bou-
quet of it all is just/beginning to develop. It seems that the book
involved in the most famous sale of fecent times is—as the term is
applied to stolen goods-—a hot item.

Thestory of the crime has never before been told in all its succulent
detail. In fact it was only a few moments ago, as the life of this deplor-
able but immortal accomplishment is measured, that the last frag-
ments of it were pieced together by Mr.,
Zoltian Haraszti, Keeper of Rare Books
at the/Boston Public Library. A few
cloistered bibliophiles\have known of
it, but éven their knowledge has been
incomplete until now.

Recently Mr: Haraszti/ a scholar and
an ‘authority ‘en John Adams (John
Adams & the Prophets of Progress), sent
into the library’s vaults for a valuable
volume he/wished to examine. Mr. Ha-
raszti\ has been delving into the old
mystery for some time and had con-
cluded that he might possibly find
somiething of interest in that particular
rare I)f"'l\.

The book that Mr. Haraszti wished to
look at was encased in a little box of
leather. He opened it, removed the
book and opened the book to its flyleaf.
He stared with great curiosity at the
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“"HOT” PRAYER BOOK, one of the three that were swiped,
found its way to Brown University where it is now in glass case.

flyleaf, turned the book to and fro to catch the light. When he held it
Just so, he saw a very dim, faded—and very cryptic—note in pencil.
Mr. Haraszti read the note. His were the first eyes to read it, very like-
ly, in a century. It irritated him; indeed, it made him angry, because
he had the knowledge to understand it in all its peculiar significance.

Time is like an onion with layers that can be peeled off. To under-
stand Mr. Haraszti’s anger one must begin by peeling off nearly eight
years.

N the evening of Jan. 28, 1947, at the Parke-Bernet Galleries in

New York City, there occurred an exceedingly dramatic auction.
The object for sale was a little book, about the size and shape of a
7 25¢ drugstore paperback, which was
307 years old. Most of the people who
had gathered to make offers, or simply
to watch, were in evening clothes, as a
sty e gesture of respect not for each other
\ or the galleries but for the book. The
connoisseurs in the audience
scarcely surprised when the auctioneer
announced an opening bid of $30,000,
although a few sightseers gasped.

For several minutes the erowd sit
murmuring, but no other offer wa:
made. Then the Scribner Book Store
and a representative of Bibliophile
A.S.W. Rosenbach edged into the deep
water. Scribner’s was represented by
David Randall, who was prepared to bid
up to a startling figure—%$90.000. Ro-
senbach was represented by John Flem-
ing, who also was prepared to go very
high, although he thought he might

were
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There’s nothing seasonal about thirst. Axid nothing that answers thirst like
Sunkist Frozen Lemcnade' So it does make sense to enjoy it any time you
want refreshment.

So healthful, too. qun]\nt ‘Frozen Lemonade is a natural fruit-juice
drink. And it’s a good-source of the vitamin C you need daily in winter to
ward off colds. :

Sunkist is the brand to get. Produced by the Sunkist Growers themselves
from their 0wn fine, jllif‘\ (.dlifunu.l lemons. The best—yet it costs only a
few cerfts a glass. / i

TREA ]".S’ TO-ENJOY WITH SUNKIST FROZEN LEMONADE
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9 2 W7

VE

and
and
(:ul
to

18
bu
mi
ti
er
Si
B
B

HIGH BIDDER A.S.W. Rosenbach studies his prize Bay

Psaipi Book after agent has bought it for him at auction.

VEHY PROPER SWINDLE continven
get 1hf- book for about $85,000. But unlike Randall, Fleming had
—na established ceiling. His employer, Dr. Abraham Simon Wolf
Rosenbach, was then—he died two years ago—the world’s fore-
most rare book dealer, and a wealthy man.

Fleming and Randall kept up a slow, steady battle for perhaps
half an hour. When the bidding reached $72,000 the most knowl-
edgeable of the spectators were in a state of great tension and
excitement, realizing that that sum was a major landmark in the
history of book collecting. In 1933 John Flemina, representing
Dr. Rosenbach, had bought a First Folio of Shakespeare for
§72.000, which had stood until this evening as the largest price
ever paid for a book in the English language sold at public auction.

The two rare-book men, wrapped in struggle, gave no sign that
$72,000 meant any more to them than 72¢. Presently the bidding
reached $80,000.

The little volume on display in the glass case was called the
Bay Psalm Book: its correct title was The Whole Booke of Psalmes
Faithfully Translated into English Metre. This particular copy was
deseribed in the auction catalog as the “Crowninshield-Stevens-
Brinley-Vanderbilt-Whitney™ copy, the names denoting its previ-
ous owners. Its most recent owner had been the late Gertrude
Vanderbilt Whitney.

Fleming and Randall kept on. Randall, who had thought his
$90.000 would be ample, could see defeat ahead. Nevertheless he
made his final bid boldly, as though he were well prepared to con-
tinue. When Fleming topped it, Randall dropped out. For a mo-
ment it appeared that Fleming would get the book at that point, but
then suddenly a new bidder appeared. Up rose Mr. Cornelius Van-
derbilt (““Sonny’’) Whitney, son of the book’s late owner, saying
in a firm voice, "One hundred thousand dollars.” ]

Fleming felt as though he had been stabbed but gave no outward
sign. He wldmul brie ﬂ\ at Sonny and topped his bid by $1,000.

When Whitney made it $105,000, Fleming again raised him
$1.000, and here the true bibliophiles in the audience flirted with
thrombosis. The highest price paid at a public sale for any book
anywhere at any time had been $106,000, given in 1926 by Dr.
Rosenbach for a Gutenberg Bible.

“One hundred ten thousand dollars,” said Sonny.

Fleming quietly raised another $1,000. {

“*One hundred fifteen thousand dollars,”

Fleming bid $116,000.

“One hundred twenty thousand dollars,” said Sonny.

Fleming had maneuvered himself into a small strategic advan-
tage. He could raise $1,000 at a time while Whitne y, already com-
nmtni to the steamroller technique, had to raise by $4,000-or
appear to be quibbling. The bidding continued in this way until it
reached $150,000. At that point, Cornelius Vanderbilt Whitney
was through. i

“One hundred fifty one thousand dollars,”

said Sonny.

bid Fleming grimly,
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VERY PROPER SWINDLE conrinueo

‘and the book was his. More accurately, the book was Rosenbach’s,
|and more accurately still it was the Yale library’s, the Rosenbach

Company having acted as agent for a group of people who wanted
ito present it to lhe university as a 0'1“

Although it is a very tidy, in fact immaculate, sum, $151,000
is ‘not the highest price ever paid for any written or printed book
but merely the highest price an individual has ever paid. Govern-
ments and institutions have topped it on two occasions. The all-

| time record, as far as anyone knows, is $511,250 paid by the gov-

| ernment of Great Britain for a manusc ript Bible called the Codex
Sinaiticus. The second highest price on record is $165,000 for the
Be({'furd Psalter and Hours and the $151,000 for the Bay Psalm
Book is third. However, there are some things about this particular
$151,000 book more interesting than its price. It is one of three
expertly filched a century ago b_\‘ three very proper thieves.

Now one must peel a great many more layers off the onion.

N September 1638, 18 years after the landing of the Pilgrims,

the ship ]ohn arrived in the Massachusetts Bd\ (nlom from

London, carrying the first printing press ever to be set up in what

is now the U.S. The press was established in Cambridge and oper-

| ated by a locksmith named Stephen Daye. The hr:.l thing Daye

prlntcul was the Freeman's Oath, a broadside: the second was an

almanac, a pamphlet The third was the Bay Psalm Book, the first

book and in point of survival the earliest printed matter, no copy
of the Oath or the almanac having endured.

The Pilgrims brought with llwm from England various estab-
lished trans]atinns nf the Psalms but disliked them all. So the
ministers of the colony (in that day, any man educated for the
ministry could read Greek, Latin and Hebrew) took a portlml each
to be translated. aml prudm ed their own, Puritan versions. “Thir-
ty pious ministers” i all worked on the translations, the chief
lrt-m" Richard Mather, Cotton’s grandfather. The poetry was terri-
ble: what they did to the 23rd Pwalm will stand forever as a warn-
ing that Puritans should keep their bony fingers out of literature.

The Lord to me a hhtphedrd is, <\\
want therefore shall not I. 2
Hee in the folds of tender-grasse, i \\\

doth cause mee down to lie: —
To waters calme me gently leads /!
Restore my soule doth hee: /
He doth in paths of righteousness: Eaest
for his names sake leade mee. . . . e
The book is printed in octavo and has 147 leaves,
The title page has a crude ornamental border, with the date 1640
at the bottom. The edition consisted of 1,700 copies, enough for™,
each family in the colony to have one. Of all of lhéw . only 11 are
known to ha\e survived. Four are perfect (lhnu"h one theae
is “'made up” with alien leaves and another ls/ha:ﬂ\f-m[fiﬁ three
slightly flawed; and five incomplete, lacking a /ﬂlrwnfm\um et of
leaves. The book is therefore valued be(‘aum} qi 1tu ph}\smzd/}“ar]tv,
not its beauty, and because as an ex- 1 ‘
pression of the American spirit it mt@t (: / |
be put on the same shelf with the
original copies of the Declaration /(\Zt
[l][]P]l(‘I]ll(‘lli e and the Constitution.\
In 1703, when the book was still '
relatively common in New England, :
" the Reverend Thomas Prine e@f Boston—
began to collect the great J\\(\\\ Eng-—
land library” which hc= boqnf-at}\d in
1758 to the Old South ('hufk hy of
which he was pastor for 40 yeal ‘\. Q;
his 55 years as book collector;-Princ
mana{,,u] to lay hvs/h.,uuh on no lcmvr \
than five copies n( t’ﬂc B(n Pwlm Bool. | ORIGINAL OWNER of
He was very “"\ﬂ“ vare of ‘h"” rworth,/ books was Thomas Prince,
In his will he t\d\\\]ﬂl( it be \tmil ques-  pastor of Old South Church.
tion. He RIIPH-L&[(‘I] that his ]lhrar\. ‘be
kept entire.” His h\xgl\:\\eﬂ' to remain
tnue-lhu‘ m the library not for a decent interval, or a century,
bul UIIE\([ )rablv "forever.” When the Reverend Thomas Prince
said ' lnr VEr, h?}h fant forever
muntl ’rg_() a_portion of th(' Prince library was sent to the
ssachusetts Historical Society. upon which the Rev. Mr. Prince’s
\ :hade must havé ground its ethereal teeth. In 1866 the whole col-
Té\tmmwaq “Feunited and df-pnened in the Boston Public Library,
W h(‘]‘(\]l “has remained ever since. But by that time only two of the
>ﬁ\k‘ (‘np}qs%f the Bay Psalm Book remained: the other three had
een\given’ away.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

or 294 pages. /

L eezge. . .o the Homeowner o
Merchant, Manufacturer and oLher Busmessmen

... Now you ean p3y hfafaﬂee
Premiyme the new, rmoderr wiy...
1w Syrvable /N/e//mm@ /

Housewives and haberdashers—bachelors
and businesses—all are acclaiming the new
plan that makes it possible for you to pay
your fire, auto, casualty and marine insur-
ance premiums in convenient monthly
installments.

This streamlined service cushions the im-
pact of sizeable insurance premiums— helps
you conserve your cash position and budget
premiums in an orderly, confusion-free
manner. You save worry, too, because the
plan enables you to make certain your
coverage is proper and adequate.

Here are the facts:

® Premiums covering fire, marine, in-
land marine, automobile, and casu-
alty policies can be budgeted in ad-
vance and paid in regular equal
installments.

® One or more policies may be included
in a single budget contract.

#® Policies of other insurance companies
may be included in the same budget
contract with policies of an America
Fore company.

® Budget contracts may be arranged in
a number of different ways—to best
suit the requirements of the individual
or business.

Your premiums will be financed at reason-
able rates through AFCO Incorporated, 100
William Street, New York 38, N. Y. Full
information is available and all arrange-
ments can be made quickly and conven-
iently at your America Fore agent’s office.

For the name of a nearby America
Fore agent, call Western Union by
number and ask for Operator 25.

T

/Amer/cafare

= INSURANCE GROUP =

* The Continental Insurance Company * Fidelity-Phenix Fire Insurance Company
* Niagara Fire Insurance Company ~ * American Eagle Fire Insurance Company
* The Fidelity and Casualty Company of New York
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EDW.\KD A. CrowNINsHIELD, whose name i isted a:
owner (after Prince) of the $151,000 copy \\‘}m‘h was mld at
the auction, was a wealthy adornment to Boston_society. He is
memorialized in the Pmu’e:[m.z of the Uamrhuwm Historical
Society for 1879-80. Tn save one the lr‘quhlt of haxing to go down-
stairs to consult one’s copy of ;he “work,_ ;nrl-‘u/] the memoir
are here quoted: HE‘ was a man of very. {)rvpo“essm" manners
and ap pearance. Born to a compe-
tent estate . lu had a love of litera-
tureanda. lu .j)[ books which supplied
/ inm Mth object and purpose. . . . In his
“..lli;{nlfltlwﬂ\- he was guided fu. knowl.
\edee, sagacity and, above all, exquisite
Hé Avanted the best editions of
& the lc st books, and not only that, but
thdt they should be bound in the nic-
\est and most appropriate manner. His
hlu\v\\ was not very extensive, but
“iY was/ very choice. ... His mind,
Tnh/nrumnr- his speech exhaled the
fine pnriumn of scholarship and cul-
tivation. 5
In contrast to the elegant Mr. Crown-
inshield, Samuel T. Armstrong was
something of a bourgeois. It is true
that Samuel T. Armstrong served as
'EDWARD\CROWAINSHIELD  lieutenant governor nf Massachusetts

The most sensational vacuum cleaner of all time! | from 1833 to 1835, serving briefly in

i the latter year as ac tmfT "owrnut But

7756/“ NEW /Q_gj w /hf} \\aa aTa% an ordmar\ sort of fellow. Daniel W eh-.ter knew him,

& ,/ﬂlld émrm-d him as “one of the common people.” However, Sam-

uPI/T '.«'\rmf-trong, in the latter years of his life, occupied a position

lof eonsiderable interest to Mr. Crowninshield. Mr. Armstrong was
a deacon of the Old South Church.

On the flyleaf of one of the two copies of the Bay Psalm Book
which still remain in the Prince Library (i.e., in the Boston Public
Library) there is the dim, eryptic note in pencil which Mr. Zol-
tan Haraszti recently discovered. It says: “This book was bound at
the cost of Mr. Ed Crowninshield and given in exchange for No.
259 in the catalog. Jan. 1850. STA.” The reference is to the first
catalog of the Pirince Library printed in 1846; Entry No. 259 con-
sists of a single line: "The Whole Bnnk of Psalms, translated
into English metre. 1640. (Perfect copy).” The “STA” of course
stands im Samuel T. Armstrong.

Model 77 $89.95
Slightly higher in
Far West. Available
at leading stores in
CANADA.

MBIGUOUS, isn’t it?”" says Mr. Haraszti. “If the grammar is
right, the note means that Crowninshield gave a copy—the
one with the penciled note—in exchange for 1h|~ perfect copy,
8 No. 259, which he obtained. It also means that he had that copy
R IRy 8Os b Y Y oanE o —again, the one with the note !rmhly_l_mg:ml But this was not
your closet! Tubes, hose, nozzle can be It's herel /'I'}ie worl)d s FIRST and Ihe case. Crowninshield gave only the binding and not the book.
t:pt assgmbled! Just roll out your ONLY clearier that swivels and rolls The title page still has the -.ht-[! number it once had in the parson-
it ou o ffof"esilY\ﬂ" 4""009" the house! age of the Old South Church.”
B The binding provided by Crowninshield is cardboard covered
e % . 4 -a Y > 2 i i £ . 3 e B ", S 8 Srey i~
BIG IH)BBER WHEELS! with imitation black leather. Today it would cost about three dol
lars; in 1850 it could scarcely have been worth more than a dollar.
3 N-'\.)—m this pgreat new. Lewy: you “It would have been better,”” continues Mr. Haraszti, “‘if Mr. Crown-
get more power...instant dust dis- inshield had spared himself this expense. The margins of the book
..unequalled quietness! It's ) ) - B LA
would not then have been cut by the binder.
5 ,tccfu s greatest value —see it at
Gg Mr. Haraszti guesses that what happened, 104 years ago in the
0 dealers coast-to-coast!
church parsonage, was this: Mr. Ed Crowninshield ((‘\hdlln" the
: : alle S
\ Sosbont st digssed, Fiip: st Sliged fine perfume of scholarship and cultivation) called on dmml Ak
AEW/ 1P, toss out “Speed Sak!” No clamps to Armstrong and suggested a deal. The bindings on those five old

ONLY LEWYT ROLLS OVER SCATTER RUG

door sills, from bare floors to deep ca \ uadotih d“’: by o skpiy! btml\s muei have been getting pretty shabby, after 210 years, and
et! Not only swivels but rblls room- Extra rug cleaning power! New Dual- t
é’o'wom__my;uggmwgrm AVEW7 Turbo Motor plus No. 80 Carpet Nozzle Mr. Crowninshield \\nuhl be kind mmu"h to have a new
/] clean rugs 4 ways at every stroke! lnnclmrr @ put on one of them, if Mr. Armstrong would be kind e ‘nough
AEH/ “Power Dial” for exact suction! to let Mr Crowninshield have one of the extras.
ey s Mergy-proof filter system! New compact, What motivated Mr. Crowninshield is obvious—even in 1850
* square shape! New deodorizer!
c . a Bay Psalm Book was a rare and valuable object, and everyone
omes with all tools to clean floor-to-ceil-
DLe/S 7 ing! For nearest dealer look under “vacuum who knew any thing about books was aware of it. What motivated
clesnery: in youc phons Bodk Mr. -\rmslrnnrr to Illdl\L the deal can only be guessed at; pe rhaps
OFEICIALLY ENDORSED by National Institute Daniel W (‘lhl(‘r s calling him “one of the common people” stuck
of Rug Cleaning, official association of 5
professional rug cleaners, owners and operators m Mr. ‘\rmﬁlrong S craw. “l' may Ili'l\l‘ W[lllit‘tl to lll] a ll],‘_{. secret
S lesni 1 . s . ¢ LEES R
fu;"’d;f?;,',’";':ffhi,':,"“p‘,,‘,’f‘:;é:ntﬁ;""cfx::; favor for one of tlu*qunvmunwn people, thus hnpﬁtm;_f himself onto
- at least once a year by a professional rug cleaner. the uncommon man’s level. In any case he did it, and left a guilty
\QNNWGHSW|M ALL TOOLS every- ow_'y\eu) sort of note to _rf‘(fﬂ_r"l ',l
where 'you go*—no chasing back and &{L After Crowninshield’s death his copy of the book was })uu-fht
\lﬂft}ﬂ T‘m‘hs "defwmlt’:c"l)‘ behind, O IT witu LEWYT hy a famous London book dealer named Henry Stevens, who sold
uiﬂ.;c our furniture.
T’;;R“k e Lowy? snd Wall Rack A it to George Brinley of Hartford, Conn. for $750. When Brinley
// / \"°"“-'°*‘ optional at small extra cost. LEWYT CORPORATION, 84 Broadway, Brooklyn 11, N.Y. died in 1879 the book was bought by Cornelius Vanderbilt for
// /’“ 7
SR
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$1,200, and it remained in the Vanderbilt-Whitney family until
the auction in 1947.

Very soon after Mr. Ed Crowninshield wangled his copy from
Armstrong, Mr. George Livermore of Boston got another. No writ-
ten record of this transaction remains, but the pattern is clear.
Mr. Livermore and Mr. Crowninshield
were not merely friends but very close
friends indeed. Crowninshield must
have told Livermore of his accomplish-
ment, because Livermore promptly got
a second copy of the Bay Psalm Book
from the church library, being proba-
bly responsible for the new, cheap
binding on one of the leftovers.

Mr. Livermore was even more prom-
inent in Boston than Mr. Crownine
shield. In the Proceedings of the Mas-
sachusetts Historical Society his mem-
oir runs to 54 pages; to his memory
men such as Oliver Wendell Holmes
and Edward Everett Hale paid affection-
ate tributes. Robert C. Winthrop, pres-
ident of the society, said: “Ardent,
intelligent, laborious, liberal, philan-
thropic, he was untiring in his exer- CEORGE LIVERMORE
tions. . . . His beautiful library—with
its remarkable collection of rare edi-
tions of the Sacred Scriptures, including not a few Bibles which
had the special charm of having belonged to illustrious persons
of other ages and other lands. . . . Nor can anyone forget that
exquisite bibliographical taste of his. . ..”

During his life Livermore traded away several of the leaves of
his copy of the Bay Psalm Book (which was incomplete when he
got it), thus greatly reducing its value. In 1894 it was sold by his
estate to Alfred T. White of Brooklyn, N.Y. for $425, and is now
in the private collection of White’s son-in-law, Adrlan Van Sm\
deren, also of Brooklyn.

The dlsappearance of the third copy of the Bay Psalm Book from S

the library in which it was to remain forever was arranged in a man-

ner even more startlln" than the (‘le‘]'VlIl“’ oft of the first tWO/ e //

The Hon. Nathaniel B Shurtleff, M.D., was a learned man E(l/ld

a formidable book collector. He has made all students of Américan 2
history his debtors by printing in 11 volumes the records of the

Bay and Plymouth colonies.

At the time Dr. Shurtleff obtained his copy, a gentleman named ~—

Loring Lothrop was one of the deacons of the Old Soulh Deacon-

Lothrop was a former/ ﬁ‘fas}rer of the /

Girls’ High School, a positio in which
he may not have been fully ex yosed to
the Sturm und Drdng of Bostonian life.
On Dec. 30, 1839, Dr Sl{urtlelf who
doubtless had sejen Erowmﬂéhle]d s
and Lnarmm'e S pnze wrpﬁe Deacon
Lothrop a, lener, or {aifher threw him

a W(mdei;fu! eurve:

“My Dear Sirs. Tam very desirous of
obtaining one of the duplicate copies
of the old Bay Psalm Book belonging
to/the Old South Church Library, hav-
(ng a strong veneration for the old vol-
ume, I think ['have books in my li-
brary\ such as would be not only ap-
—propriate for the Library of the Old
~South~Church but also valuable for
reference and for the use of those who
“may rely|upon the library for works
“suitable to/be consulted.” Among the

books which I happen to think of are
the original edmons of Winthrop’s New England, and Belknap’s
New Ene_yland raphy 5 . » which I would gladly give m ex-
change (fm') one\gﬁhe duplicates. . . .

h T
NATHANIEL suun ILEFF

Nath. B. Shurt]eff”
Dgaconi@throp—*—ﬂne can imagine him all atwitter with excite-
mem—p}ampﬂ}t let/Nath. B. Shurtleff have the best copy of the
Bay Psalm Book. It was an author’s copy, having been owned and

*autographe@y Translator Richard Mather himself. The two books

~given in exchange by Shurtleff are now in the Prince Library, each
bearing the inscription “Given to the Prince Library of the ‘Old
QQuth Soeiety’ of Boston, Mass., by Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, M.D.,

7 in exr‘hanne for the ‘Bay State Psalms.’ Boston, Jan. 11, 1860. ”

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Dallas to Chicago 51.20 Los Angeles to Washington $2.00

These are the Station-to-Station rates for the first three minutes, after 6 o’clock every night

and all day Sunday. They do not include the federal excise tax.

Newsy family visits

cost so little by Long Distance

One of the nicest things about Long Distance
is the way it helps you keep in touch with the family.

It isn’t only that your words are there. The
warmth of your voice is in every word. And so
much can be said in a telephone call.

Best of all, the cost is low —much lower, we
find, than most people think,

& - -
Call by, Number. It’s twice as fast.

BELL TELEPHONE SYSTEM
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the popcorn that pops in its

POPPER!

E-Z POP contains popcorn, oil
and salt in its own aluminum
popping pan. You just fold back
the top to form the handle.
Then place the pan over a gas
or electric burner. It’s Easy!

POPPING!

At the first pop, start shaking
the E-Z POP pan back|and
forth. See its aluminum foil-top
puff up like a silver balioou as —
the corn pops. Kids love to dﬁ 1t

It's Magic! ~

POPPED!

When the poppmg has just/about stopped,
remove. E-Z POP._from the burner and

tear open the foil. There you have almost
a full gallon of delicious, hot, popper-fresh

popcorn. It’s all fun and no fuss!

\

_Pop and Serve E-Z POP in lts Own Pan!
] ~Mothing to-Add and Nothing Te Clean Up!
Look for E-Z POP Everywhere . . .

in This Red, White and Blue Box.

M‘ID'\-‘\'}" ST: Mfd. by Top Pop Products Co., Detroit,
EAST/COAST: Mfd. by Taylor-Reed Corp., Glenbrook, Conn.
WEST COAST: M{fd. by Frontier Foods Corp., Los Angeles 58

Mich.
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Dr. Shurtleff’s letter skillfully d\(-ulvd un reference to, ’(]!t‘ rela-
tive worth of the books. He ‘pul\e of the * H!‘l"l[]d] editions™ of the
books he wished to trade, and twice refe .rred to the ° ‘duplicate™
mpu»- of the Bay Psalm Book/One may readily be lieve that he had

a strong veneration’’ for the latter. At tlw time he made his
fortunate exchange, W mthmp s Vew England was worth about $5
on the market, and [;l Iknag errmp/r 3. . Today, of course, the
price is higher. One ml"ht }lJ\t to pay $1o{or the two.

In 1867 Dr. Shurtleff was elected maybr of Boston. He served
three terms in succession and-died in 1874,

A year after Dr. SKurtleff’s ‘death and about 25 years after
Crowninshield and Livermoré extracted their copies, the Old
South Church finally “Ut SoTe. Two deacons sued Shurtleff’s estate,
demanding that his copy of-the Bay Psalm Book be put bac k.

A short time ago Mr, Haraszti; n the fond hope t]ml something
mwht be discovered thal mwht somehow right the ancient wrong,
Conml[wl the legal archives. ““After a considerable search,” he
says, “the 1]1‘11\ lm‘atul the old file and handed it to me. It con;
tained about a dozen déctiménts, summonses, briefs, affidavits—
and that amazing letter of Shurtleff’s to Lothrop. I don’t believe
anyorne El‘t‘ has looked 4t thie file since it was put away 79 years
ago. Of course | should have known how the case turne »d out even
beinre I Tooked at 1t The deacons were too late—the statute ol

,lumtdlmns had tun.

After the failure of the suit, Shurtleff’s copy was sold by his

/ estate, has since passed through various hands, and is now in the

John Carter’ Brown Library at I’lm idence. R.I. As the finest of all
existing copies, this one could be worth as much as $250,000,
The tivo deacons who finally summoned the guts to bring legal

~~ _action on behalf of the Old ‘South Church were named \\tl‘\

Plumer and Frederick D. Allen. Plumer was a flour merchant ang

Allen the owner of a dry-goods store. Neither of them ever gol

elected mayor of dl’l\\\hl]‘l" they did not belong to the élite ol
Boston society; they were not members of the learned societies
they were not even Harvard graduates. Neither, of course, is men
tioned in the Proceedings.

Time, as it usually llr»(- has largely mended the effects of thi
“exchanges” of a century ago. Mr. Zoltén Haraszti will never for
get Crowninshield’s “love of books™ or Livermore’s “exquisit|
b]bhnﬂ'rdllhu al taste’” or Shurtleff’s “strong veneration for the olf
volume.” since the result has been that '\h Haraszti has thre|
fewer rare books in his vaults. However, more pu:p]v may see th)
Rev. Mr. Prince’s Bay Psalm Books now than if all of them wer
still cheek to cheek on one shelf in Boston. This may have beei
the line that Messrs. Crowninshield, Livermore and Shurtleff too!
if they attempted ]msthumnush to l)ldldl[ the Rev. Mr. Prince. It
would have been exceedingly interesting to hear what the Rev. Mr.
Prince had to say in rv;nl}.

WHAT THE LIBRARY GOT in return for one copy of
Bay Psalm Book was book collection then worth about $8.
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