1 OPERA HEAD,
HALASZ GONTENDS

Wou!dn’t ﬂult and ‘Sell Truth
é for:'rz,om * Asserts Dismissed
‘ mmtor of City Company |
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Citing Contract, He Prepares
‘Legal Move—Harrell anc
- Menotti Among Supporters
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Mm-unlﬂyuMym
still considered himself director of
the New York Opera Company and
had refused to resign because he |
“did not wish to sell the truth for
$12,000." He letters in
his support from forty-four mem-
bers of the company.

Declaring that thoboe.rdofthu
City Center of Music Drama
not given him time enough to
‘and counter the charges
- against him, he said that
as he had a contract
‘unﬂ!theendutlw
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Another writer was the composer
Gim-Carlo Menotti whose - as
M

said Mr. Menot!
truly say that I met
greater courtesy
ing than in any o
ganization in the
Halasz, himself, I ‘

y /An
her office at 43 West Fifty-
Street that Mr. Halasz spoke

meeting in Mr. Morris’ office,
it was-suggested that he re-
Mr. Moris told him the board
become alarmed because a
committee of five had made
charges against the director, ac-
cusing him of running the com-
pany autocratically, of using foul
lan, . of rude manners and of
leaving the artists in insecurity in
conjunction with premieres.

= Tells of His Dismissal

At Friday's meeting of the
board, Mr. Halasz said, he was al- |
lowed to speak for about ten min-
utes and was called back to the
meeting-room after the session.
Mr. Morris, Morton Baum and
Miss Edna Bauman, a secretary,
::u the only persons still present,

“Mr. Morris tgut before me,” said
Mr. Halasz, intended official
statement t,hat they were termi-
nating their association with me,
explaining that he was authorized
to pay me $12,000 toward the
part of their contractual
obligations, and to change the first/
sentence to ‘resignation’ if I ac-l

cepted.







