
S T I L L O P E R A H E A D , 
HALASZ CONTENDS 

Wouldn't Quit and "Sell Truth 
for $12,000/ Asserts Dismissed 

Director of City Company 

44 IN UNIT BACK COURSE 

Citing Contract, He Prepares 
Legal Move—Harrell and 
Menotti Among Supporters 

L a s z l o H a l a s z sa id yes te rday h a 
s t i l l considered h imse l f d i rector o f 
the N e w Y o r k Ope ra C o m p a n y and 
had refused to res ign because he 
"did not w i s h to se l l the t ru th for 
$12,000." H e produced le t ters i n 
his support f rom forty- four m e m ­
bers of the company. 

Dec l a r ing that the board of the 
C i t y Cente r of Mus i c D r a m a h a d 
not g iven h i m t ime enough to l ea rn 
and counter the charges m a d a 
aga ins t h im, he sa id that i n a s m u c h 
a s he had a contract a s d i rector 
u n t i l the end of 1952, he intended 
to p lace the mat te r i n the hands 
of lega l counsel. 

T h e forty- four le t ters support ­
i n g Mr. H a l a s z were w r i t t en be­
tween l a s t Wednesday, when N e w -
bold Morr is , c h a i r m a n of the board, 
suggested to Mr. H a l a s z t h a t ha 
resign, and l a s t F r i d a y , w h e n the 
board heard Mr . H a l a s z and then 
announced h is d i smi s sa l w h e n he 
refused to bow out. 

One of the s ingers support ing 
Mr. Sa l a sz w a s M a c k H a r r e l l , a 
v ice president of the* A m e r i c a n 
Gu i ld of Mus i ca l A r t i s t s . Leopo ld 
Sachse , another v ice pres ident of 
tha t union, s a id ye s t e rday t h a t the 
m a n n e r in w h i c h Mr. H a l a s z w a s 
dismissed w a s " w r o n g i n every 
w a y . " 

Menott i Defends D i r ec to r 
Othe r s ingers who wrote i n s u p ­

port of Mr. H a l a s z included Robe r t 
Rounsevi l le , R i c h a r d Bonelli„ C a ­
m i l l a W i l l i ams . Dorothy MacNe i l l , 
L a w r e n c e Winte r s , C r a c i e l a R i v e r a , 
H e r v a Ne l l i and A r t h u r N e w m a n . 
Anothe r w r i t e r w a s the composer 
G i a n - C a r l o Menotti , whose operas 
" T h e Med ium" and " T h e O ld M a i d 
T h i e f " were produced under Mr . 
H a l a s z ' reg ime. 

" A s f a r as m y experience h a s 
been in w o r k i n g a t the C i t y C e n -

• t e r , " sa id Mr . Menotti , " I c a n 
. t ru l y s a y that I met there w i t h 
5 g reater courtesy and unders tand -
» i ng than i n a n y other s im i l a r o r -
> ganizat ion in the c i ty . F r o m Mr . 
1 Ha la sz , himself , I received nothing 
. but k indness and co-operation. I 
r s incere ly feel t h a t w i thout Mr . 
. H a l a s z we endanger a n o rgan i za -
r t ion wh i ch haa-been of the<»tmost 

importance i n mus i c a l life. W e 
. mus t not forget that he has been 
, l a rge ly responsible in organ iz ing i t 

aga inst a lmost impossible odds." 
I sadore Bennett , who also r a l ­

l ied to Mr. H a l a s z ' support, has 
been responsible for the company ' s 
publ ic i ty in recent seasons and i t 
w a s a t her office a t 43 W e s t F i f t y -
f i r s t S t ree t tha t Mr. H a l a s z spoke 
to reporters yesterday . 

Mr . H a l a s z sa id that a t Wednes ­
day ' s meet ing i n Mr. Mor r i s ' office, 
when i t w a s suggested that he r e ­
sign, Mr. Mor is told h i m the board 
had become a l a rmed because a 
committee of f ive had made 
charges aga ins t the director, a c ­
cus ing h im of running the com­
pany autocrat ica l ly , of us ing foul 
language, of rude manners and of 
leaving the a r t i s t s in insecur i ty in 
conjunction w i t h premieres. 

Te l l s of H i s D i smis sa l 

A t F r i d a y ' s meet ing of the 
board, Mr. H a l a s z said, he w a s a l ­
lowed to speak for about ten m i n ­
utes and w a s ca l led back to the 
meet ing - room after the session. 
Mr. Morr is , Morton B a u m and 
Miss E d n a B a u m a n , a secretary , 
were the only persons s t i l l present, 
he said. 

"Mr . Mor r i s put before me , " sa id 
Mr. Ha l a s z , " the intended of f ic ia l 
s tatement that they were t e r m i ­
nat ing their associat ion w i t h me, 
expla in ing t h a t he w a s author ized 
to pay me $12,000 toward the 
monetary par t of the i r cont rac tua l 
obligations,, and to change the f i r s t I 
sentence to ' res ignat ion ' i f I a c - ' 
cepted. 
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" I re i te rated aga in t h a t I d id 
not w i sh to sel l the t r u th for 
$12,000, or any other s u m of 
money. Mr . B a u m informed me ' as 
a l awye r ' tha t i f I did not accept 
now, I would have to sue for p a y ­
ment, in w h i c h case I might get 
nothing, because the board would 
t r y to prove tha t they were e n ­
tit led to d i smiss me because of m y 
b reak ing the mora le of the c o m ­
pany . " 

One of the chief points Mr . 
Ha l a s z made w a s t h a t he wanted 
a hea r ing on the " shadowy , u n ­
named charges . " 

4 T a m not a*sking to be declared 
innocent or pe r f ec t—cer ta in ly not 
without a hear ing , " he sa id . " B u t I 
v igorously protest hav ing been 
found ' gu i l ty '—of unnamed charges 
— w i t h o u t even a semblance of a 
t r i a l . " 

Uphe ld a t Gu i ld Sess ion 
Ca r r o l l W. Taus s i g , a member of 

the board of Mus i ca l A r t i s t s Gui ld , 
who s ings in the chorus of the C i t y 
Opera Company, w a s another one 
who came forward to support Mr . 
Ha lasz . She sa id she had defended 

i Mr. H a l a s z at l as t Tuesday ' s gui ld 
board meet ing a t w h i c h s ix vot ing 
members had adopted a resolution 
opposing h i s tenure. 

Most of the letters support ing 
Mr. H a l a s z were sent to Mr . Mor ­
ris. Mr. Ha r r e l l ' s letter dec lared : 

" I t seems to me that the record 
of ar t i s t ic g rowth and success 
should be suff icient proof that the 
direction of Mr. H a l a s z has been 
the greatest factor in estab l i sh ing 
our C i t y Opera a s a leading reper­
toire company. And let us not for­
get that his interest and foresight 
have made possible the develop­
ment of some of our f inest A m e r i ­
can operatic a r t i s t s . " 

Ne i ther Mr. Morr is nor Mr. B a u m 
was a t home when' comment w a s 
sought after Mr. H a l a s z ' press i n ­

t e r v i ew . 
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