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C H I C A G O , N o v . 2 9 — A n uneasy 
cease- f i re p r e v a i l e d t o d a y f o r the 
o r c h e s t r a o f t h e N e w Y o r k C i t y 
O p e r a C o m p a n y a n d i t s d i r e c t o r , 
Las z l o Ha las z , f o l l o w i n g t h e nego
t i a t i o n of a t r u c e be tween M r . 
H a l a s z a n d the o r ches t ra ' s f i r s t 
v i o l i n i s t , A l f r e d B r u e n i n g , l a s t 

j n i g h t b y James C. P e t r i l l o , p r e s i 
d e n t of the A m e r i c a n F e d e r a t i o n 
o f M u s i c i a n s . 

T w o po in t s r e m a i n e d u n s e t t l e d 
as t h e c o m p a n y l e f t t h i s m o r n i n g 
f o r a p e r f o r m a n c e of " A i d a " i n 
M i l w a u k e e . The f i r s t was w h e t h e r 
or n o t M r . Ha las z . d u r i n g a per 
f o r m a n c e o f " M a d a m a B u t t e r f l y " 
i n the Ch i cago Opera House S a t u r 
day n i g h t , h a d h u r l e d h is b a t o n a t 
M r . B r u e n i n g ' s head. T h e second 
was w h e t h e r M r . Ha las z , i n the 
presence o f M r . P e t r i l l o , h a d apo l 
og i zed l a s t n i g h t t o M r . B r u e n i n g 
o r o n l y h a d seemed t o do so. 

W h i l e these m a t t e r s r e m a i n e d 
unc l ea r , t h e p o s i t i o n o f M r . P e t r i l l o 
w a s es tab l i shed b y t h e c za r o f 
m u s i c i a n s h i m s e l f i n these w o r d s : 

" I f t h a t g u y t h r o w s one m o r e 
b a t o n o r a n y t h i n g else, o u t he goes. 
I ' l l t h r o w h i m o u t m y s e l f . " 

" C a r m e n " I s H e l d U p 
M r . P e t r i l l o dec l ined t o d iscuss 

the nuances of M r . H a l a s z ' d i s p u t e d 
apo logy , the n e g o t i a t i o n o f w h i c h 
a t M r . Pe t r i l l on *s o rde rs h<Md u p 
t h e c u r t a i n o n " C a r m e n " f o r f i f t e e n 
m i n u t e s l as t n i g h t . 

" T h e issue's c losed u n t i l t h a t 
leader opens h is m o u t h a g a i n , " M r . 
P e t r i l l o dec lared . 

A s t h e t r o u p e l e f t f o r M i l w a u k e e 
i n a cava lcade o f buses, i t w a s the 
consensus o f t h e a r t i s t s t h a t M r . 
B r u e n i n g ' s f e e l ings h a d n o t been 
assuaged s u f f i c i e n t l y . 

I t w a s t r u e t h a t 3,500 Ch i cago 
opera -goers h a d been f o r c ed t o 
w a i t w l i i l e t h e m a t t e r h a d been 
a r g u e d o u t b a c k s t a g e f r o m 8 t o 
8:30 o ' c lock l a s t n i g h t t h a t t h a t 
M r . P e t r i l l o h a d r u l e d t h e m a t t e r 
c losed a f t e r e m p t y i n g t h e o r 
c h e s t r a p i t f o r t h e h e a r i n g . 

Today , M r . B r u e n i n g r e ca l l ed , 
t h a t i t w a s i n t h e t h i r d a c t o f t h e ; 
d i s p u t e d p e r f o r m a n c e o f " M a d a m a 
B u t t e r f l y " h a t " l i t t l e t h i n g s began ] 

• t o h a p p e n . " 
T h e v i o l i n i s t d e c l a r ed : 
" T h e r e w a s a m i s t a k e i n m y sec

t i o n a n d M r . H a l a s z t o o k i t o u t on 
me as l eader o f the sec t i on , w h i c h 

• he h a d done on seve ra l occas ions . " 
T h e d i r e c t o r ' s d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n , 

M r . B r u e n i n g r eca l l ed , r eached a 
h i g h p o i n t . M r . Ha l as z , he sa id . 

1 h u r l e d h i s b a t o n , s t r i k i n g t h e f i r s t 
' v i o l i n i s t i n t h e face . 
; " R i d i c u l o u s , " sa id M r . Ha l a s z . I 

P l a n s to G i v e U p B a t o n 

" T h e b a t o n f l e w f r o m m y h a n d 
a c c i d e n t a l l y , as i t o f t e n does. I 
p l a n t o c o n d u c t w i t h o u t t h e b a t o n 
t o a v o i d such m i s u n d e r s t o o d i n c i 
d e n t s . " 

M r . B r u e n i n g a n d the o t h e r 
f i f t y - n i n e m u s i c i a n s m a d e no c o m 
m e n t on t h i s assurance . I t w a s 
ag r e ed t h a t M r . H a l a s z r epentence 
s h o u l d be couched i n f o r m a l 
phrases o f apo logy . 

B o t h in N e w Y o r k L o c a l 

M r . P e t r i l l o d ec l a r ed t h a t he 
w a s n o t g r e a t l y concerned w i t h 
t h e f i n e p o i n t s o f d i p l o m a c y . B o t h 
M r . B r u e n i n g a n d M r . H a l a s z a re 
m e m b e r s o f M r . P e t r i l l o ' s L o c a l 
802 i n N e w Y o r k . 

" A l l I w a n t , " M r . P e t r i l l o sa id 
t oday , " i s f o r t h i s g u y t o s t op 
t h r o w i n g t h i n g s . W h o does he 
t h i n k he i s ? " 

" I ' v e h a d t r o u b l e w i t h t h i s g u y 
be fore a n d I ' m n o t g o i n g t o have 
i t a g a i n . " 

T h e t r o u p e w a s scheduled t o 
r e t u r n t o C h i c a g o l a t e t o n i g h t . 

M r . H a l a s z e x p l a i n e d t h a t t h e 
r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n h i m s e l f a n d the 
28 - yea r - o l d v i o l i n i s t h a d been sa t 
i s f a c t o r y u p t o t h e t i m e r e c e n t l y ; 
w h e n t h e d i r e c t o r h a d b r o u g h t M r . ! 

B r u e n i n g f r o m t h e " b a c k ' r o w " o f 
v i o l i n s t o the f i r s t c h a i r . 

M r . H a l a s z sa id t h a t s ince t h e n 
M r . B r u e n i n g h a d been i n c l i n e d t o 
be " a b i t t e m p e r a m e n t a l . " 

I T h e c o m p a n y w i l l r e sume i t s 
Ch i cago e n g a g e m e n t t o m o r r o w 
n i g h t w i t h a p e r f o r m a n c e o f " T h e 
Ta les o f H o f f m a n . " 
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