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secret agent, finding the situa- profitable and safer to work for

Twmﬁlulby&aldmmhh tion bitterly hopeless, and— the Americans as well; and be-
German, “im Namen dis Teufeh.” with a deftness that may fore the task is over he is also
406 pp. New York: Frederick Fell.  gtartie admirers of his more se-

George Droste is the descend-

ant of an aristocracy of Vien-
nese head waiters, with all of a

objectives are, in approximate
order of importance, to justify
one’s expense accounts, to give
one’s political superiors the re-
ports they want to hear, and to
score off the opposition. But
its surface is that of a vastly
entertaining story, as long as
two or three standard spy novels
yet never flagging for a mo-
ment, cynical, inventive, meldo-

few traces of un-English idiom
fit agreeably into Droste’s first
person narration (if not into
the translations of American
speech). Here is as amusing
a thriller as the season is apt
to provide . . . and one that
will leave you pondering for
some time over the need and
function of espionage today.
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Uncertainty in modern physics. that Existentialism is not just

All of these developments, in his  a fad and that it reflects devel-
v veal the growth of a opments in our society profound-

\ception of human expe- ly challenging the ideal of the
ommon conviction life of reason. !

. Q | & s e wOyCE AU ADOUL AT, SCIeNUE Hiu Cuacwis;
F N Faulkner, and the Principle of “Irrational Man" makes it plain

raditional categories The book ig all the more use-
pals 'of abstract reason  fy) pecause Mr. Barrett is him-
sufficien place men in  gelf “engaged” and “commit-
with reality. ted,” and has offered his own

tt Existentialist interpretation of

& “-._rih“.—. ”.p..\u.n-”.ﬂn! i u cen- modern Western history and

™ a W say tral theme. the culture. Whatever we may think
X iennese i realization that th ﬁv. of his position, it is good to read ﬂﬂ.\h)

situation is .Bovounuu. terranean forces of life” with| | a philosopher who thinks that
from serious.” Hans Hi which pure reason cannot d hhilosophy should have some-  ~(
in Budapest but edw and that reason itself has about the anxieties (.

Vienna, proves his roots in these irrational fo o G
culture by looking at Existentialism wants a new col T

Mr. Boucher, o R_. losophy at Columbia, has con- suasive. Be subte
crime in fiction and 1 sidered contemporary Dbeliefs nean forces of life-are unaware
ducts the Criminals o and attitudes in “The Case for of the laws of logic, he are
column for the Book R¢ Modern Man.” that we too sho

SEPTEMBER 7, 193! o



